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OTTAWA COUNTY.
ItF? l=leso-u.rces anci Oap>alollitles.

Exactly wliiit iiiva of country in (•oniproliciuli'tl uiulor tlio iil)(»ve

titk", caiiiiiit as yot lie HtattMl. Its iinrflioni limit lias not lioeii (U'tor-

niined hy actual survey, and may, perhaps, he placed at the south-west

!
shore uf St. .lames" l>ay, or else at the simthern lioundarv line of \]h'

Hudson's I'.ay Company's territory, ut the height of land. If \vc ^ivo
14,<>0(t s(juare miles as its contents, we shall, ])erhaps, lie near—certaiidy

'inside of—the mark for this last ^•uppo.sitiorl for the northern Iioundary,

Altliouith it is the county which has paid flu; ijreatest revenue to the

I
Provincial treasury, it ha^^, so far, received very little in return. As
yetipiitea lariic portion of it has not even l»een surveyed for settlement.

Its natural wealth has heeii the cause of much id" this ncfjlect. 'J'lio

millions of dollars worth of lundier its forests containc I, has iieen

coiiscrvcil for the enrichiiiir of three or four firms, whose oidy care ha^

heeii the liarrin;^ out of settlers, who miifht intrude upon their tindier

limits, and a steady resistance to all iniprovuiuents whi<di nM<riit dirict

attention to their nionopol}', and also eidiance the value of the vom-
modities they purchase in tlu' district. This fiu'iiishes an answer to

the (juery, why so vahiahle a section of country is so thinly populated.

Karmer.s must depend altogether upon the hnnher trade. It is that

which sets the value hotli on lahour and produce. Of late years, fair

roads have het'U constructed in some localities, and this has struck a

heavy hlow at the hnnherers' power; for improved travelling facilities

have milit.ited greatly against the nefarious "truck" system, which is

generally made the ride in haekward i>Iacos. Wherever it is possible tor

the ])roduoeto he brought to market, and for necessities to he purchased
without restiiotious (tf "truck" or barter, pnisperity is invariably the

rule. The Townships of Lochaber, IJucknigham, Templeton, Ilidl,

Eardley and West \\ akefiild may be cited as proofs of what I assert.

There is no reason why the Townships of Egan and KeiiBington. for

instance, should not be as ttpulent and prosperous as any of these, had
they the same advantages of trav(d. The soil is said to be oijually

good, probably better, and the land generally is not so rough. When
the length of tlu' journey to market ha* been reduced from four days

to as many hours, we nii'y e.\pect the natural richness of the land to

declare itself. At present these more northerly townships produce for

sale oidy hay, oats and potatoes, as these products always sell in the

shanties. Very little wheat is grown there, although a late /V/r of the

distri<'t declared that sixty bushels lu:d been reaped for one bushel

sown. There is no rotation of crops, and the little farms are robbed

of the material which should 1 e returned to them in the form of

manure. Wliat wonder if tlic inhabitants of this eiul of the County
are few, when the virtual riders there are men whose interests (dash so

ileeidedlv with those of the settlers. But the lack of inhabitants is


