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his front, facing to the southwest, the right of the line

reaching down to the Thames, the left extending along

the southern slope of tne hill, in the direction of the Ep-

som road by which we had come. We were nearly in the

centre, occupying the knoll just in front of the general,

who dismounted on the top and tied his horse to a tree.

It is not much of a hill, but commands an extensive view

over the flat country around ; and as we lay wearily on

the ground, we could see the Thames glittering like a sil-

ver fi.eld in the bright sunshine, the palace at Hampton

Court, the bridge at Kingston, and the old church tower

rising above the haze of the town, with the woods of Rich-

mond Park behind it. To most of us the scene could not

but call up the associations of happy daj's of peace—days

now ended and peace destroyed through national infatua-

tion. We did not say this to each other, but a deep de-

pression had come upon us, partly due to weakness and

fatigue, no doubt, but w^o saw that another stand was

going to be made, and we had no longer any confidence in

ourselves. If we could not hold our own when stationary

in line, on a good position, but had been broken up into

a rabble at the first shock, what chance had we now of

manoeuvring against a victorious enemy in this open

ground ? A feeling of desperation came over us, a deter-

mination to struggle on against hope ; but anxiety for the

future of the country, and our friends, and all dear to us,

filled our thoughts now that we had time for reflection.

We had had no news of ary kind since Wood joined us

the day before—we knew not what was doing in London,

or what the government was about, or anything else ; and

exhausted though we were, we felt an intense craving to

know what was happening in other parts of the country.


