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** vince of Maflaclu fet's Bay ; and that thofe con-'

** ccrned in it had bi«n countenanrcd and cncoiiragcl
*' by unlawful combinations and riiga<j;ements, ciittred

* into by his Majefty's fubjcdts in I'cvc-ral of the other
" Colonies ; and therefore they befought his Majefty,
** that he would take the moft efFLdtual meafurcs to cn-
" force due obedience to the laws and authority of the
** Supreme Lcgiflature." Soon after the commercial
intcrcourfe of whole Colonies, with foreign countries,

and with each otiier, was cutoff by an A£t of Parlia-

ment i by another, feveral of them were entirely prohi-

bited from the fifhcries in the feas near their coafts,

on which they always depended for their fullenance
;

and large reinforcements of fhips and troops were im-
mediately fent over to General Gage.

Fruitlcfs were all the entreaties, arguments and elo-

quence of an illuftrious band of the moft didinguifiieif

Peers and Commoners, who nobly and llrenuoufly aflertcd-

the juftice of our caufe, to ftay or even to miiigate tlie

heedlefs fury with which thsle accumuluted and unex-
ampled outrages were hurried on. Equally fruitlcfs v/as

the interference of the City of London, of Briftol, and

many other refpedtable towns, in our favour. Parlia-

ment adopted an infidious manoeuvre, calculated to di-

vide us, toeftablifli a perpetual audion of taxations, where
Colony Ihould bid againft Colony, all of them uninform-

ed what ranfom fhpuld redeem their lives, and thus to

extort from us, at the point of the bayonet, the un-

known fums that (huuld be fufftcient to gratify, if pofli-

hle to gratify, Minilterial rapacity, with the miferable

indulgence left to us of raifing in our own mode the

prefcribed tribute. What terms more rigid and humili-

ating could have been dictated by remorlelels vi«5tors to

conquered enemies i In cur circumftances, to accept

them would be to deferve them.

Snortiifter the intelligence of thefe proceedings arrived

on this Continent, General Gage, who in the courfe of

the laft year had taken pulTefiion of the town of Bofton,

in the province of Mafikchufet's-Bay, and flill occupied

it as a garrifon, on the 19th day of April fent out front

thdt place a large detachment of his army, who made an
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