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PLAIN TRUTH:
CONTAINING

REMARKS ON A LATE PAMPHLET, INTITLED

COMMON S E N & E.

I
HAVE now before me the pamphlet Intitled Common
Senle ; on which I {hall remark with freedom and
candour. It may not be improper to remind my rea-

der, that the invedigation of my fnbjeift demands the ut-

moft freedom of enquiry ; ( therefore entreat his indul-

gence, and that he will carefully remember, that intemperate

zeal is as injurious to liberty, as a manly difcuffion of

fafts is friendly to it. " Liberty, fays the great Montef-

quieu, is a right of doing whatever the laws permit; and
if a citizen could do what they forbid, he would no longer

be pofleflcd of liberty, becaufc all his fellow citizens would
have the fame power." In tne beginning of his pamphlet
the author alFerts, that fociety in every ftate is a blelfing.

This in the fmcerity of my heart I deny ; for it is fupreme

mifery to bd alfcciated with thofe who, to promote their

ambitious purpofes, flagiiioufly pervert the ends of poli-

tical fociety. I do not fay that our author is indebted to

Burgh's Political Difqiiifitions, or toRouflcau's Social Com-
pa£t for his definition on government, and -his large treej

although I wifli he had favoured his reader with the fol-

lowing extraft from thrit fublime reafoner :
" To invefti-

gate thofe conditions of fociety which may beft anfwer the

purpofe of nations, would require the abilities of fomc

fuperior intelligence, who fliould be witnefs to all the

paflions of men, but be fubjeft itfelf to nope, who (hould

^ave 00 connexions .vith human nature, but (hould have

A, a perfe<ft


