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Vlll PREFACE.
this maybe added, that the water of the wells is brackifli,

and there is none to be found wholfome within Icfs than one

mile and a half of the place. The tweniy-firft regiment of

foot was fcnt to Mobile at the fame time that the thirty-frji

regiment garrifoned Penfacola, and being equally unpro-

vided wiih things neceilliry for troops newly arrived from

Europe, and unfeafoned to fuch a climate, fuflcred almoft

as much. 1 fhall only add on this fubjetSt, which is a

little diftant from the true intent of my preface, that Weft

Florida pofTcfles the grcateft advantage, as to its fituation

for commerce, and the communications to the different

parts are rendered eafy by fine navigable rivers, the banks

of which are covered by a frefh luxuriant foil, capable of

producing every thing natural to ihefc climates.

I have endeavoured to be as concifc as poffible ; indeed

the purpofe it was wrote for fecmed to demand it : I could

with eafe have been much more dilTufe on fubjc(5ts in which

fo much matter is contained.

It is with fear and diffidence that I prefume to appear

as an author ; but a defire of communicating what I have

been afllired by friends would be of ufe to the publick,

has been my only inducement } and if they have judged
right, my utmoft wiflies will be amply gratified.
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