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" That's attended to. It's the prettiest garden that was ever plant-

ed. It's a belt forty feet wide, and goes around the outer fence—dis-

tance between it and the fence one hundred yards—kind of neutral

ground, that space is. There isn't a single square yard of that whole

belt but is equipped with a torpedo. We laid them on the surface of

the ground, and sprinkled a layer of sand over them. It's an innocent

looking garden, but you let a man start in to hoe it once, and you'll

see."
,

" You tested the torpedoes .?"

" Well, I was going to, but
—

"

** But what.? Why, it's an immense oversight not to apply a
—

"

" Test.** Yes, I know; but they're all right; I laid a few in the pub-

lic road beyond our lines and they've been tested." •

"Oh, that alters the case. Who did it.!"'

•'A Church committee."
.

', ^
•How kind!" -

• Yes. They came to command us to make submission. You see

they didn't really come to test the torpedoes; that was merely an

incident."

• Did the committee make a report.?

"

•• Yes, they made one. You could have heard it a mile."

"Unanimous.?"

" That was the nature of it. After that I put up some signs, for

the protection of future committees, and we have had no intruders

since."

"Clarence, you've done a world of work, and done it perfectly."

" We had plenty of time for it; there wasn't any occasion for hurry."

We sat silent awhile, thinking. Then my mind was made up, and

I said:

"Yes, everything is ready; everything is shipshape, no detail is

wanting. I know what to do, now."
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