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^
THE OREGON QUESTIONS J)

DELIVEUF.D

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, SATURDAY, FEDllUARY 7, 184G.
f

The Roffilution fi'om tho Committee on Fnrpin;n

Airairs, reiiuiring tlie President to notify Great
Britain of the inteiilion of tlie United States to

tonninate the joint oeeupaney of Orr<;on, and to

abrn'i:ate the convention of 1827, being under
consideration in Connnittec of the Whole

—

Mr. FRIES addrcs.sed the coniniittee as follows:

Mr. CiiAinMAv: Were I about to act a profes-
"ional part on that lield where many believe the
roiurover.'iv now goiiiij on between Great Britain

iiid this (government, in reference to the territory

I'f Oregon, will terminate, there, midst saws and
riiiputating knives, scalpels, tenaculums, and bul-
let forceps, I sliould undoul)tedly be able to act a
lart more creditaldc to myself than I shall be able
li perform on this field of public discus.sion. I'n-

ai'i'usiomcd as I am to participate in public di.s-

I'ussion duty to myself, but more particularly to

my constituents, impels me to an unreserved ex-
pression of my individual view.-^ touching the nues-
nnii MOW under consideration, and to avow what I

believe to be the will and wishes of those I have
the hoimr to represent on this floor.

Sir, I approach this question with a most pro-

tiMUid sense of its importance. Habituated ad I

have been, for the last fourteen years, to the re-

sponsibilities of a station, the duties of which u;avc

we the control, of the lives of thousands of my
'ellow-ci'.izens: yet, at no lime durinjj the perform-
I'.nce of ,he arduous duties of the station referred
!ii, was every fibre of my heart so thoroughly im-
Uicd with n most profound sense of the importance
of a .single act as at present. When 1 reflect, that

upon my single vote may depend the fate of gov-
ciinnents and of empires, and the lives of millions
uf human beings, I cannot but feel, and deeply feel,

that my i)osition, in common with every member

of this ?Iouse, is clothed with the most awful re-

si)onsil)ilities.

The resolution now luidcr consideration cannot
be looked upon as a war measure, because it is

only al)rogating the joint conveiuion in the man-
n.?r and form prcscrilied by the treaty of ]l:<18, and
as renewed in 1807, concerning the Oregon terri-

tory. Yet I am fully .sensililc of the fact, that the
Government of Great Britain, should she be dis-

posed to engage in war with the United States, will

not pause long ere she distorts rh". peaceful inten-

tions of this Government in giving this notice, into

a cause of war. A Government which could find

a cause of war in tlf refusal of a people to be
drugged with poison, would not be slow in manu-
facturing a cause of war, even out of so proper and'

peaceful a measure as the giving of this notice

Inasmuch as this resolution is the luily action

which this House proposes to take at this time,

which can by possibility be distorted into a belli-

gerent nieasme, I deem it a matter r i lecp impmt-
ance to the House and to the nation, tlia; ve give
it the most serious consideration. In carrj ing out
this view of our duty, the validity if O'u- itle to

the Oregon territory should be careful! .. c^'unu'ned

and fairly detc nincd. If, upon such examina-
tion, our titleslu.il prove "clear and indisputable,"'

I cannot see, nor have I hoard any good and valid

reason, why we should hesitate or falter in de-

claring the truth to the nation and the world, or in

performing a function which properly belongs to

this House. If, on the other hiuiu, our title is dis-

putable—is not clear, I, for one, .«hould deem it my
duty not to interfere with the provisions of the

treaty, but leave the whole matter where it would
then properly belong—in the hands of the Presi-

dent, to be disposed of by negotiation. But, sir,

being fully convinced thut our title to the whole


