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BUT TIBMIJIDB FOB THB PAOinO BAILWiY.

MOTIOB VOB BBTUBII.

Mr. DbCOSMOS moyed for a
return ccntaining a complete copy
of every special and general report of

the Chief Eneineor and Acting Chief
Engineer of the Canadian Pacinc Rail-

way in possession of the Government,
respecting the cost of constructing the
line of the Canada Pacific Railway, (in-

cluding the bridges) between the head
of Bute Inlet una some place or port
in Vancouver Island. Ue said the
question that he proposed to raibe was
of more immediate importance than
that of the hon. the member for Van-
couver (Mr. Bunster) in favourof bien-

nial Puniaments. Ho would btiiio that

the members on the floor of this IIouhc,

the hon. the Minister of Public Works,
the press, and the people generally,

had been under an impression that, if

the railway passed from Fort George
to Bute Inlet, and thence to a first-

class port on Vancouver Island, it

would be necessary to expend ft vast
sum of money in constructing the latter

section. Now, he was persuaded, from
reading the report of Mr. Fleming,
issued during ttie past year, that he
had never recommended that the rail-

way should be constructed from the
head of Bute Inlet to Vancouver Island

at present; that there was nothing at

all in the report to indicate that the
railway should now be constructed on
the mainland beyond Waddington Har-
bour; but, that thence, a ferry

should be used « roach Vancouver
Island until such time as the Dominion
^ould afford to complete this section of
t.io railway ; and that thus a vast sum
of monej', which was said to Ixj enor-
mous—twenty millions of dollars

—

need not be expended at all. It was
to get the report in favour of Wadding-
ton Harbour being made a temporary
terminus, if there were such a report,

before the House, that this motion was
made, in order that they might at once
have the evidence that the railway
need not be located on a lineobjoction-
abie and injurious alike to the Domin-
ion and to the Province of British
Columbia. In saying this he begged
to draw the attention of the
House to a matter of very

great importance in connection

with select ing a jwrt as the woHtem
terminu4 of this railway. He had
before taken occasion to intimate to this

House that there were only three porta

south of British Columbia, in the terri-

tory of the United States, where a
trans-continental terminus on the
Pacific could be established. The
first was San Diego, near the
32nd parallel, on the Mexican bor-

der, towards which the Texas
Pacific Railway was now in progress.

The next place where a railway ter-

minated was San Francisco Bay. From
that bay northerly, no other point

could be made the terminus of a trans-

continental railway, except Puget
Sound, opposite Victoria. Vow, they
would discover from this fact that, if

the Canadian Pacific Railway were to

become a competing lino with Ameri-
can linos, the greatest caro should be
used in, locating the route of the rail-

way, and more especially the port on
the Pacific where it should terminate.

Ho doubted whether those who gave
their attention to public statistics or
the commercial interests of the
Dominion in this House, had ever
turned their attention to the position

ofSan Franci8co,which, today,wa8 one
of the. greatest commercial cities in the

world. We had to look at the present

position of San Francisco in oi-der to

form a correct judgment as to where
the terminus of our Pacific Railway
«hould be located. In order to give

the House some idea of the business

done by San Francisco, and the impor-
tance of that city, he would read some
of its statistics for 1877, and would
compare these statistics with those

of the whole Dominion of Canada
for 1877, now before the House. In
the first place^ he would take the

imports. The imports of Canada
amounted to $99,327,962, the imports

of the port of San Francisco, not
including treasure, were 875,7 13,2r .

That new country, scarcely thii /
years old, had imported nearly is

much *nerchandise as the whole of the

Dominion of Canada. The exports

of Canada were $76,876,393, while the
exports of San Francisco, excluding

treasure, were $61,91 1,237. The aggre-

fate foreign trade of the pori of San
ranoisco for last year was $137,624,-

609, within $40,000,000 of he bggre-
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