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Owning one Uw of reli|{ion and reuion,
Speaking one language and rich in ita wealth ;

Proud of the past and tne bright present season,
And the grand future of health and wealth ;

So may the whole world's glorious communion,
Nature and science and cummei'ce rejoice,

Qrowing together in one happy union.
Filling the welkin with gratitude's voice.

Canada, Africa, Zealand, Australia,

India, continents. Isles of the Sea,
Adding your jewels to Britain's regalia.

One with old England, the home of the free.

We are told that 12,000 people in the Victorian
capital witnessed the splendid ceremony of this
opening of a tirst parliament.
The heir apparent concluded his address by reading

the following message from the king

:

" My thoughts are with you. I wish the Common-
wealth of Australia every happiness and prosperity."

This message comes from an invisible sovereign.
Then in a calm voice which can be heard from the
speaker in their midst comes the words, " 1 now, in

his Majesty's name and on his behalf, declare this
parliament open."

Thus was the calling into being of a new nation,
joined to the memory and tradition of a common
past, which promises to the future Imperial growth.
When the first inter-ocean railway was completed

in the United States, nothing made a more vivid im-
pression upon the imagination of the world than the
ingenious arrangement by which the last rivet, made
of gold, was driven home by a silver hammer, so con-
nected with an electric apparatus that the final taps
echoed in every telegraph office of the Republic.

Australia improved on that device. A transmitter
was fixed upon a table in front of the Duke of Corn-
wall, and the opening of the Federal Parliament was no


