
PAN-GERMANISM

I was young, and when I see there the massing of

lines of bayonets, I cannot dream of disarming."

A crisis of the utmost gravity is thus facing

Europe, and may at any moment result in a war
whose consequences would be felt alike by the

farmers in North Dakota, the operators in Lan-
cashire cotton mills, and the savages in the heart

of Africa. At the very least, it will overthrow

political boundaries whose permanence has been
thought assured; at the worst, it may involve the

actual destruction of the prosperity and happiness

of two or three of the largest countries in Europe
and inflict untold misery upon the countless thou-

sands dependent upon European rule in Africa

and Asia.

The vital factor in the modern international

situation is the aggression of Germany, her deter-

mination to expand her territories, to increase her
wealth and power. Three centuries ago, Prussia

was a tiny state whose many parts were separated

from each other by the lands of her neighbors.

Cut oflf from the sea on all sides, pushed hither

by the oncoming Russian, dragged thither by the

encroaching French, surrounded by tiny incom-
petent states, her rulers saw in aggression the

only possible method of preserving the national

life. To prevent her absorption by her neighbors,

she must grow faster than they; she must rob
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