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il OONVENTION.

Three resolutions were aaopted at the Bu‘s~
jpees Men's convention, held recontly in
Winnipeg, which deal th:b q‘uesuons within
\bo province of the provincisl government.
43 the Mauttoba legislaturo is now in session.
jt is an opportund time to rgfer to these res-

_olgtions. The first resolutxon_ requests the
provineial government to make it compulsory
upon mugicipalities to employ skilled audi-
tors, wLo have received certificates for that

. to make tbe annual r adits of the
" bootsof the municipalities. The necesity
' {gr somo check of this natur. upon the mun-
. jaapalities is very evident to those who have
 had any esperionce in municipal matters. In
| maoy of the rurel municipalities, tho books
! and affairs of themunicipality are managed
{n & verg looso fashion. This is an injory to
ithe credit of the mupicipalities, and if it
,were known that & careful audit wore made
suoually by competent persons, it would

 ipaearally improve the financial standing of

" the municipalities a3 a whole, A bill has re-
‘eently been introduced in the Ontario legis-
Jstore, which not only provides for the aud-
iting of mupicipal and schoo! brard accounts
‘sod books, but also provides for the mode of

. heeping such books, This i8 in line with the

- 'pinciple endorsed by the resoultinn of the

Business Men's convention, and should be s
“forther inducement to tho Manitoba Govern-
‘ment to takeaction upon the resolution,
{ Another resolution passed by the conven-
Aion, relerrad to the exemption laws in force
inMsnitoba and tho Territories That res-
‘dletion reads as follows:
i “Resolved, that any legislation, whether
Guthe form of exemption laws or otherwise,
C’rhich placa the debtor possessed of means
yond the power of the creditor to collect
bt debts from him, is s deliberate abuse of
i%o powers placed in the hands of legislators,
ted pleces a premium upon dishonesty. And
{urthermore, even the economic advantages
Hleged to bo gained by esemption legislation
uammot possibly be attained by any law or
"fm which enable & man to ovade payment
%tls food, clothing and other cecessary
Spzsehold supplies of his home,  Thereforo,
Jisconvention appoals to the legislature of
Doitobs and the Territoral assembly to
szead the exemption pruvisions of sach lawv's

';uw give powors of seizure within the

‘mity now exempt to creditors who have sup-
i such house™ old goods.”
1¥ew will disputa the enunciation of prin-
i*contaived 1n the first paragraph of the
;,salntion; bat 1t is doubtful if, in the pres-
Atmper of our legislators, we can hope
Fuy modificatior. of these laws.

, 1Ttathird and last resolution which is of
idlinterest at present, in view of the as-
Stlicgof the provincial legislature, ro-
redtothe collection of smll debts, 1Itis
{ilgrs; '

b e e

“ Resolved, First. That cho oxisting law
should bomodified, so that the cost of collect-
ivg small debts be reduced.

Second, That tho amount exompt from
garnishes order should bo reduced to $19,
aud that the ass gnment of unearned salaries
be madoillegal

Third. Thatso far as the collection of
debts i3 concerned. government employees
should be placed on the same fouting as other
oitizena.”

Thixs is certainly a matter which should
engage tho attention of our legislators. The
process of collecting small debts is altogether
too exponsive and tedions.  On this account
spvere losses are entatlid upon both debtors
and creditors. In the second clause, refer-
riug to unearned salaries, it may besaid that
tho assignment of such is {requently resorted
to simply as & moans of escaping the pay-
ment of just claima, EBvery one will recoz-
nize the justice of tao third clause, thatcivil
servants should not receive exemption from
garnishea. This i3 a matter Which should
be brought before the Dominion as well as
the provincial and territoral governmonts.
The Manitoba legislature hasalready passed
& law abolishing this exomption of its civil
servants,

The Winripeg Caterer’s association has
taken up this question of the collection of
swall debts, as will be seen by a report in an-
other colamn of this iasue of The Commer-
cal,

EDITURIAL NOTES.

THE last two or threo weoks has been ox-
tremely fruitful of destructive fires in coun-
try towns. Half a dozen or more towns in
Manitobn and the Terrivorics have suffered
severely within this space of tume, and in
some cases the merchants were not properly
protected by insurance. Thase who are not
carrying full mnsurance should lose no time
in providing full protection.

=  x %

It is reported that Hon. Hugh J. Macdon-
ald will enter provinecial pohtics, takiog the
leadership of the Opposition in the local
house. If this proves true the province may
ba congratulated upon the move. A strong
Oppusition 1s as desirable as asound and pro-
gressive government,  Mapy friends of the
present government will be pleased to learn
of Mr, Mecdonald’s decizion to enter local
politics, Mr Macdonald's presenco will add
greatly to the weight and abihty not only of
the Opposition. but also of the entire house.
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FARMERs aro advised to send samples of
seed grain to the Domiunion government
oxperimental farm at Outawa, for testing.
Samples will bo tested free, and will go free
of postage. On secount of the poor sample
of oats produced last year, it is specially
desirable t'.at care should bo taken, and any
doubtfur samples tested before sowing.
Some rusty samples of Manitoba oats of last
crop, alrcady tested at Ottawa, have shown
very fair germinating power, but some coun-
tained quito & percentage of weak plants,
The germinating test is not alono suflicient
to show the value of grain for sced. As
some grains which may germinate, may

produce very weak growty,

IN a private lotter to the editor Mr. Bed-
ford, superintendent of tho Government Ex.
porimontal farm at Branden, says: “Our
meoting3 among the farmers have been very
successful this winter. They all appear pleos-
od to hear the results of oar experimonts; the
interest in grasses, oats and forest treesis
growing very rapidly this year.”® It i3 cer-
tainly good nows to learn that the farmers are
taking an active intorest in tho cultivation
of grasses and trees, The Commercial is not
an agricultural journal, but we beliove that
all our people, whether farmers or uot, are
deoply interested in the progress of agricul-
ture in this count:y, as upon agricultura the
country mainly deponds. Regarding grasses,
it has long been the opinion of the writer
that this was ono of the most valuable class
of experiments undertaken at tho exporimen-
tal farm. Our farmors have deponded main-
Iy upon the wild prairie graszes in the past,
but sooner or later they will have to begin
cultivating grasses. In fact it would be
cheaperin many cases to cultivato grasees
vhan to depend upon the wild bay crop, be-
sides the encouragement it would give toa
botter mode of farming. Itiz pleasing to
know that experiments Lave shown that there
aro several varieties of grasses which ean be
grown here to excellent advantage. Asre-
gards trees, it is to be hoped that farmers
will find timo to g ve somwe attention to trees,
What & wonderful improvemsent it would
make in our prairie landscapoif every farmer
wohld give a littlo attention to the growing
of trees? If this weredone, ve would hardiy
know thecountry in a fow years,
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PRESIDENT CLEVELAND bas votoed the
immigration bill, 'This is the bill which
was intended to restrict immigration into
the United States and to which was added
the Corliss am endment which would exclude
Cansadiaps from obtaining employmeat in the
United States. The bill provided that im-
migrants whu could not read and writein
some language, should be rofused admission.
Mr. Clevelaud says: “In my opinion it is
infinitely more safe to admit a hundred
thousand immigrants, who. though unable to
read and wnite, seek among us only a home
and opportunity to work, than to admit one
of thoss unruly agitators and onomies of
governmental control, who can not only
read and write, but delights in arousing by
inflammatory speeches, the illiterata and
peacefully inchined to discontent and tumult.
Violence and dizorder do not originate with
illiterato laborers.® e denounces the Cor-
liss amendment, which excludes Canadians
from obtaining employment in the United
States, as “‘ihberal, parrow and un-Ameri-
can.”

* * *

A CouMITTEE of the Manitoba legislature
will look into the question of collecting taxes
inrural municipalities. Investigation will bo
made under the following headings: (l).
Allowing discounts and imposing penalties
on paym.at of taxes respectively before and
after certain dates in each year ; (2) The
collestion of taxes without the appointment
of collectors; (8) The effect upon the finan-
oial condition of municipalities, of allowing
tanes on occupied Ipnds to fall in atresss,



