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S0-CALLED JOtiRNALIBM
HE prominrience given to "horribles" in th,

literature of to-day is a feature that most
sober.:niinded tnn and women would gladly see te-
mtioved. There is not a single redeemuing point in
the customl. rhe feeling of rest and renewed strengtb,
coupled with that sense of general good-will to ail,
with which iiost people rise in the niorning, often
receives a rude shock when the daily paper gives
startling promainence to details of aggravated cruelty
to mnain or beast, to accidents with unustally painfil
accompaninents, or ta murders and suicides, which
are thrilling and blood-curdling in the painfully affect.
ing tninuteness given to the circumtistances of their
coiission.

To men, sucht details are more or less brutalizing.
To women, they are, or at least should lie, revolting,
,and, at certain times, ahsoluitely dangerous, while ta
chiidren, they strongly present suchs terrifying facts
and suggest siaclh gross immiiiioralities, that if their
mediiim were in any other guise titan the favorite,
so-called progressive daily journal, it would lie prompt-
ly thrown into the tire.

Th'le serious, demîoralizing and crimne-creating abuse,
is not a new one. It is tioroughly false to regard it
as a product of civilization. The news journal of
the last century-in fact, tle general literature of
that timuet-was imîhued with full accounts of direful
affairs. and the class conplaitned of, ta a mtuch greater
and harmsifuil degree than at present.

The presentation in the public prints of objection.
able readlng muatter, which is mtiost always prepared
in the sensational "bîlood-and-thunder" style, is vicious
su the extrete. Witness the alnost daily chronicle
of lianging and decapitation that can lie foand in old
periolicais, and of the iniaiction of cruel and prolonged
torture uapon the victii to le executed. But what-
ct-r fe.ataaîes of the past taay now be worthy of

eiulation, joritalistic literatume is certainly not one.
The evil is wllespread1, tut not less an evil. It

is particularly noticeable in our second-rate Amuerican
publicatio.ns. A comiparatively recent weekly journal,
wlhic claims for itself the highest position in the
'ilastratved hle, devotes a large portion of its pages
to articles of tis objectionahle class, niaking theim
Sonspiuoîusly and lrillantly attractive by nans of

the excellence of its mlechanical work.
'lhe keen conmpctitioni nowadays rendered neces-

sarv in Amllericant niewspapers lias, of course, nuch
to doa witlh the continuance of thtis vitiating featire,
luit should a resoluîte stand le taken ly any leading
one-, tuwards limiting or omaitting the unseasonable
details, îî is altogetiier p:olhable that siclh would bc
those maost higlily prized in the circle of home life.

The whole thing is debasing alike to the journalistic
and tvpographaic mlterests. Thte vcry types and presses
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upon which the journals containing the sanguinary
and diabolical tales are printed, cry out against the
enormity of spreading the evil, depraving, literature
broadcast in the hotmen of pure-minded people and
innocent children, and seriously affecting, if not ei-
tirely destroying, the finer and holier feelings that the
innocent, pure nind holds toward hunanity.- Amiteri-
can Art Printer.

A "NO0E " FOR N*WS

ULIUS CHAMBERS, editor of Once a Week,
in giving his opinion of the importance of a

reporter having an "instinct" for news, writes as
follows in the Boston yournalist;-

" What 1 want ta inpress tapon the young mat
who is entering journalism is that the gathering of
news is one thing, and the preparation of it in an
attractive shape is another and very different thing.
of the two, the faculty of finding news is tuci the
more valtable, because a stirring piece of information
niay not lose niuch, however unskilfully it be writtenz
but, should the reporter or correspondent be a veri-
table Macaulay in style, lae cannot describe trultahfully
what he is not able tu discover or to inforni limself
about. In trade, we are told that soie of the best
buyers are alnost worthless as salesien. Therefore,
for valuse, give us the man with the instinct for news.
The discoverer of a mine deserves the lionor and
reward; there inay lie other laborers who can wicid
the tools of the muiner better!

"The iminediate director and instructor of the re-
porter is the city editor. In saying thtis, i do tiot
misean ta praise the city editor too aich, because
within nmy experience the reporter has lifted the city
editor fron an insignificant and subordinate position
ta the second place on the exectutive newspaper staff.

" The reporter, therefore, after his engagement lias
his first cc.riference with the city editor wlhen lie re-
ceives his first assignnent. An 'assignmient' is an
order ta do a certain piece of work. It may bc to
attend a funeral, to take the proceedings of a business
meeting, or sonething equally connonplace. 'ie
beginner maay be assured that the city editor will
not entrust hini with with any important commission
early in his career. And yet I coald tell the story
frot actual life of a young man who was sent ta
Elma Park to make a ten-line paragraph about a
picnc at that place in xý8o, who returned that niglht
to the Tribune office with the greatest local story of
the year. And best of ail, he rose to the oppor-
tulnity.".

Tua creed of a narrow man; If a friend changes
his mind he is a traitor; if a stranger does not think
as you do be is a fol.


