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Rights and Wrongs of the Profession,
7o the Editor of the Law Journay.

SIR,—Like the old woman who had so many
children that she did not know what to do—
there is an en;erprisirig firm of yd\ung lawyers in
this town who have more students than clients,

consequently they are not unfrequently driven
to:despair.

Knowing that™3 brother profession,al, also [ b

practising in Barrie, had received an application
from a client for a loan, the aforesaid “E. F. of
Y.L in order to bring grist to the mill, and
thereby e€ncourage a spirit of industry amongst
their clerks, (which of course was very enterpris-
ing) caused 10 be written to the brother profes-
sional’s client the fO“Owing letter, which, after
having been corrected, reyised, and signed by
one. of the members of the aforesaid E.F. of
Y.L,” was deposited in Her Majesty’s post
office, and in due course received by the client :
“ BARRIE, Nov. Ioth, 1882,

y Esq., Vine, P.O,

“DEAR SIR,—Should you or any of your
neighbours require or wish to borrow money
upon mortgage security we are Prepared to foan
you the same at seven per cent. perannum,

- “Yours truly, —__»

Comment upon this questionable letter is quite
unnecesssary. o :

Talking of unlicensed conveyaneers,
stand that our post-master, who does all the con-
veyancing in this place, has Just negotiated for
the purchase (for cash tco !) of a complete set of
Upper Canada Reports from one of the unfortu-
nate but respectable members of the bar who
has had to succumb to the evils of cheap con-
veyancing. It is needless to say that
more thriving and learned trade than
will now be. carried on. The new advertisement
will appear next week I presume.

Yours, etc.,

AN OLp SUBSCRIBER,
1882,
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Barrie, Nov. 23,
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By the appointment of a “justice of the Hig u
Court” to I;Ecceexg Vice-Chancellor Hall, Vicg_
Chancellor Bacon becomes the last of the Vice-
Chancellors, ' The Jearned judge will be elgflllte)’d
five years of age next February: He was ca <
to the Bar fifty.five years age,-and has been l(:
the bench fourteep, years—agyear less than the
minimum service/ordinatily ﬁ}'oted to judges.

The nomination of M#John Pearson, Q.C., to
the judgeship of the Chancery Division, vacap{
y the resignation of Vice-Chancellor Hall, wil
meet with genera] approval. The Vice-Chan-
cellor who noyw resigns made his reputation as a
real Property lawyer ; his successor first became

NOWR as an equity draftsman—a subject having

a closer bearing on the duties of a judge. Unless

r. Pearson disappoints expectation, he will be
a dignified anq courteous, but firm judge—not so
duick as to be hasty—and not so stow pr diseur-
SIve a5 to be unbusinesslike, He has been en-
gaged in all the cages of importance in Mr.
Justice Frys Court and elsewhere, notably in
The United T, elephone Company v. Harvison de-
cided last May, * The confidence with which the
opinion of Mr, Pearson has inspired solicitors
while he wag a¢ the Bar may be transferred to
the public when he is on the bench,

The arrest of Delany by M‘Donnell; although
irobably Ot{lfy just in time to save Mr. Justice

awson’s life” was o little too soon in the in-
minal justice. Apart from any
charge of unlawfully carrying arms, it is a very
nice question what criminal offence, if any, was
committed, here was no. “attempt to dis-
charge arms with intent to murder,” because the
PrisOner is not shown to have pointed the re-
volver or had hjs finger on the trigger ; and,
even if he hag done so, but was prevented from
pulling the trigger, the statutory offence ~wou}d
not, according o the “ruling of ‘Baron Parke in
Regina v, Sy George, have been committed. He
was not guilty of %3 assault with intent to com-
mit a felony * hecyyge, although it is an_assault
to point a ‘Joadeq pistol within range, it is no
assault merely ¢, put the hand on the butt of a
pistol, even whie in a threatening attitude, It
may, hOWEVEr, be that a common law misde-
Meanour, punishable with imprisonment, was
consummated, There ijs authogity for_ sayln§
that an intentigg to commit a felony, evidence
by an overt act, ig itself 5 misdemeanour. DOE‘i
ging the footsteps of an intended victim, a"‘l
confronting him "with a hand on a loaded pistol,
may, in the opinjon of a jury, be overt acts e
dencing such intention. 'If not, being in posses
ston of weapong with intent to commit murde;l;;
as evidenced by gome overt act, would seemthe
requre to be added to the criminal law of
country.—Z2aw Yournal,



