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tools. Self-governed nations do not fill their neighbor states 
with spies or set the course of intrigue to bring about some criti­
cal posture of affairs which will give them an opportunity to 
strike and make conquest. Such designs can be successfully 
worked out only under cover and where no one has the right to 
ask questions. Cunningly contrived plans of deception or aggres­
sion, carried, it may be, from generation to generation, can be 
worked out and kept from the light only within the privacy of 
courts or behind the carefully guarded confidences of a narrow 
and privileged class. They arc happily impossible where publie 
opinion commands and insists upon full information concerning 
all the nation’s affairs.

A steadfast concert for peace can never be maintained except 
by a partnership of democratic nations. No autocratic govern­
ment could be trusted to keep faith within it or observe its cove­
nants. It must be a league of honor, a partnership of opinion. 
Intrigue would eat its vitals away ; the plottings of inner circles 
who could plan what they would and render account to no one 
would be a corruption seated at its very heart. Only free peo­
ples can hold their purpose and their honor steady to a com­
mon end and prefer the interests of mankind to any narrow 
interest of their own.

Does not every American feel that assurance has been added 
to our hope for the future peace of the world by the wonderful 
and heartening things that have been happening within the last 
few weeks in Russia? Russia was known by those who knew it 
best to have been always in fact democratic at heart, in all the 
vital habits of her thought, in all the intimate relationships of 
her people that spoke their natural instinct, their habitual atti­
tude towards life. The autocracy that crowned the summit of 
her political structure, long as it had stood and terrible as was 
the reality of its power, was not in fact Russian in origin, char­
acter, or purpose ; and now it has been shaken off and the great, 
generous Russian people have been added in all their naïve 
majesty and might to the forces that are fighting for freedom 
in the world, for justice, and for peace. Here is a fit partner 
for a League of Honor.

One of the things that has served to convince us that the 
Prussian autocracy was not and could never be our friend is 
that from the very outset of the present war it has filled our 
unsuspecting communities and even our offices of Government


