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NOTES AND ILLUSTRATIONS.

continent. Her. dec. x. lib. iv. c. 2. He afTerts,

that in a judicial inquiry into this matter by the royal

fifcal, it was proved by the teflimony of Ojeda himfelf,

that he touched at Hifpaniola when returning to Spain

from his firft voyage ; whereas Vcfpucci gave out that

they returned direftiy to Cadiz from the coaftof Paria,

and touched at Hifpaniola only in their fecond voyage ;

and that he had finifhed the voyage in five months

;

whereas, according to Vefpucci's account, he had

employed feventeen months in performing it. Viag-

gio primo de Am. Vcfpucci, p. 36. Viag. fecundo,

p. 45. Herrera gives a more full account of this in-

queft in another part of his book, ai\d to the fame

cflfeft. Her. dec. i. lib. vii. c. 5. Columbus was in

Hifpaniola when Ojeda arrived there, and had by that

time come to an agreement with Roldan,^ who oppofed

Ojeda's attempt to excite a new infurre(Siion, and, of

confequence, his voyage muft have been pofterior to

that of the admiral. Life of Columbus, c. 84. Ac-

cording to Vefpucci's account, he fet out on his firft

voyage May loth, 1497. Viag. primo, p. 6. At

that time Columbus was in the court of Spain prepar-

ing for his voyage, and fcems to have enjoyed a con-

fiderable degree of favour. The affairs of the New
World were at this junfture under the dire£lion of

Antonio Torres, a friend of Columbus. It is not

probable, that at that period a commiflTion would be

granted to another perfon, to anticipate the admiral*

by undertaking a voyage which he himfelf intended to

perform. Fonfeca, who patronized Ojeda, and granted

the licence for his voyage, was not recalled to court,

and reinftatcd in the dire£lion of Indian affairs, until

the
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