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what appears to them to be the equity of

the cafe*. This is a molt melancholy pic-

ture of courts of jultice. Is it poflible for

a people to l^e more ferioufly opprcHbd,

than to be obliged to depend, for the lecu-

rity of their property, on courts compofed

of judges who differ fo materially on the

principles which ought to govern tlieir

judgments in deciding the caufes brought

before then ? The fuitor's fortune, nay,

his political cxiftence in the Ibciet}^ muff

depend on the chance of an accidental ma-

jority ofjudges on the bench ; of thofe who

decide by French law ; of thofe who decide

by Englilh law; or of thofe who, negle6l-

ing all law, decide by their own ideas of

natural equity. The Quebec Act is exprefs

in its direction, that all civil a6tions fhall

be decided by the laws and cuftoms of Ca-

nada
; yet the Court of Appeals decides by

* See Appendix, No. XIV.

il

the


