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liv imni- Invi" its ihar.icttT aiul its principles bccti iiioic fiercely assailed, .iiul muK
vehemently (iiiiMiiiuctl, than h\' ini'ii kI tin l\i)in.in (alholic faith. By no ^ovc-rn-

nUMits Ii.is it hcoii •> I h.iishi)- ill'. lit with, and sm ah^ulutely suppressed, as h)' the

jjfoverniuents of such Mipr^im-ly K«iiii.m ( .ithnlic countrii's as Sp.iin, I''rance and

Italy, And it is oiil)' l)\' its success in the cause nf Ultr-iinotitaiiisin, and tlu-

(lestruciiim i\\ the ( i.dlicm and other nati' mal clunches, that it owes the lavor

it now enjoys. In lonclusion, we \enture to si\', 1)\- none will the action of

M. .Mercier he more hittei'ly lej^retled in time to come than l)\' the Kom.m
' ".itholic^ of the Province (.( « )ucl)ec.

ill

////:' C(^xs 11 rrrioxAi.iTv or rni: or/'./u-A' /rsc/r act

I 111^ Art .ippe.ir- to ;^i\e anthontv to the I'ope to sanction or rati!)' the

distrihuiH 111 ( i| ilu' lej.;is|;iti\ e i^rant of .f.jod.cHK). I'he enactini^ cl.iuse provides

tli.il the mi)H( y is to he p,i\ ,d)le •' imder the ciinditious mentiimed in the docu-

ments cited ill the preamhie. This dele;,^,itioil <A .iuthorit\- til the I'ope. a

lorei^ii piiteiitate oi- si i\ ereij^n, hiiii^s up the tjuestioii whetlur the .Act iscmi

stitutii Mial, and alsu whether it intVin;^es the eNpres> pioxisioiis df linpeii.d

.statutes pi'wluliilini; foreign pdteiilale-^ eNercisin- ini-isdictiiiii m tlu' dommioiis

I't the ('iiiwii, which ,ire in force m ( '.mada.

It will, we thmk, t)e coiiieded, ,ipaii fi( Mn any provisions in Imperial st.itutes,

that it is iil/ra viirs the c 'p-.t itutu 'nal pnwer ni a cohmial li'i^islature loconteron

or dele;.^ate to ,iny forepj.n s. i\ eieiL;!), potintate, or tiihuiial, lawful jmisdic t'on or

authority to ditermiiu wv r.-itit\- tin distnliut ii in ol thf money-, or propervies ot

the ( row n, or how hk ,ne\ nan Is lo the sul.'iects of the ( 'i( w n, within its cohtnial

jurisdiction, ;ire to he di->l t ihuted.

I he Imperial < rown nia)- in an\ proper case ai;ree w ith .mother i row n or

n.ition to refi-r to ;i si )\-ere!;,ni, or to .nhtir.itor- imitu,dl_\- .agreed upon, iiuestioiis

affcctini; its l)elli'.;errnt or teriito|-ial i i^^hts or <l,n'ms ; hm this ri'i;alit_\- ol the

lm])i'ri.ii (rown is not posM'ssed, nor cm it i)e exercised, |)\- a (nlomal L;o\c-rn-

meiit or le;4isl,ituri'. If it would \}v it.'/id :'//vv of the I .eL;is|ature of ( )ntario to

deleL;"ate authoiit)' to ,i Ioiimloi power saxtothe rresident of tlu I 'nitid States--

to (listril)ute, or to r.itifs' the distrihution of jiuhlic mone\s le^all)' \ ( iled the ( 'k:rL;y

Kesei'M' moMe\^, lor iiist.uKc it follow -, that this delegation ot .lUthoril)' to thi-

I'ope In- lh( I ,c,;islature of ( )uel)ec musi also he /////v? 7'/;v.v. What would he

unconstitutional in ()nt.iiio must he <'(iu.ill\' unconstitutional in (Juebec.

.\o .St.tte oj the .Xmerit.m I nion, thou;^;h " so\ ereimi " in .i liimti'd sense,

can treat with forei'_Mi potentates, or ;_;i\e them jurisdiction to dispose r.\

the inoiuw - or terriliiri.d pioperties of the .St.ite. .Nor can <in\' provision similar

to that in tins (juehee Act he found in the K'i;isl.ition of .ui)' civilized nation.

The Imperial r.irliament h.is from the cirliest da_\ s m.ade it a criminal

offence for subjects of the ( row n to procure judi;ments or determm.itions trom the
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Sec of Rome or from an)' other foreiL;n powers or potentates out of the realm ;
and
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