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282 THE COLOUR-SENSE.

What a splendid and a noble prospect for humanity in 
its future evolutions may we not find in this thought, that 
from the coarse animal pleasure of beholding food man­
kind has already developed, through delicate gradations, 
our modern disinterested love for the glories of sub­
set and the melting shades of ocean, for the gorgeous 
pageantry of gummer flowers, and the dying beauty of 
autumn leaves, for the exquisite harmony which reposes 
on the canvas of Titian, and the golden haze which glim­
mers over the dreamy visions of Turner ! If man, base 
as he yet is, can nevertheless rise to-day in his highest 
moments'so far above his sensuous self, what may he not 
hope to achieve hereafter, under the hallowing influence 
of those chaster and purer aspirations which are welling 
up within him even now toward the perfect day !
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