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The widely-extended limits of To­
ronto now enclose' several localities 
which once bore independent appella­
tions of their own, significant and in­
teresting as haying been derived from 
the properties or residences of early 
inhabitants.

Thus, Caer-Howell, a well-known 
place of resort, situated on the west 
side of Queen-street Avenue, was the 
name £iven by Chief Justice Powell 
to his park lot extending from Queen 
to Bloor-streets. The name signifies 
the stronghold or headquarters of the 
Hoels, and has reference to the noble 
Welsh family name borne bv the Chief 
Justice Powell, that is Ap-Hoel.

On this lot, but somewhat nearer 
Queen-street, was the mausoleum or 
family vault of the Chief Justice, 
since transferred to St. James’ Ceme­
tery.

Along Queen-street, a little to the 
west on the north side, where the 
expansion occurs between Beverley- 
street and Spadina Avenue, was for­
merly a property entitled “ Peterstield,” 
denoting the park lot or farm of the 
celebrated Peter Russell, whose name 
remains attached to Peter-street, 
leading up from the south into the 
expansion aforesaid, which marks ex­
actly the frontage of the property 
formerly known as “ Peterstield.’1

The name Spadina, now so exten­
sively applied, in the first instance 
properly appertained only to the site 
of Spadina House, situated on the ris­
ing land immediately to the north of 
the avenue. In fact, the word Spa­
dina is a modification of a native In­
dian term, sounding somewhat like 
Espadinong.and denoting a hill or rise 
of land, an expression selected by Dr. 
William Baldwin, the former owner 
of the spot, who also affixed the In*

term Mashquoteh,* signifying a
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dian
meadoxV or plain, to the adjoining pro­
perty.

At a later time, “ Deer Park,” just 
to the eastward, extending to Yonge- 
street, had its name likewise suggest­
ed by the level character of the land 
around. Captain Elmslie surrounded 
a number of acres here with a picket 
fence eight, feet high, for the pur­
pose of keeping deer.

Mr. Heath, who at a later period 
became the owner, changed the name 
to Lawton Park, but the old title is 
still often to be heard.

Russell Hill was another portion of 
the rise of land hereabout, as is also 
Summer Hill, across Yonge-street to 
the eastward.

Westward from Spadina, on the 
same rise, was Davenport, a name 
given by Colonel Wells to his property 
there ; and further westward still, but 
to the south, were Oak Hill and. Pine 
Grove, the former the home anciently 
of General Eneas Shaw, and the latter 
that of his neighbor and old friend, 
Colonel Givins.

Bellevue Place and Bellevue Ave­
nue, a little to the east of these pro­
perties, preserve the name of Bellevue, 
a primitive and central home of the 
Denisons.

A pretty expression, long attached 
to a considerable strip of the Elmslie 
estate west of Yonge-street and some­
what south of Bloor—Clover Hill—is 
now I fear banished from Toronto 
nomenclature.

The extensive area known by the. 
pleasant nane of “ Rosedale,” contains 
a reminiscence of the picturesque re­
sidence and grounds of Stephen Jar-

* Longfellow adopt* the orthography, " Muskoday." 
See Hiawatha, 6th notion.

" Bv the river's brink he wandered.
Through the Mutkoday, the meadow.'


