
nillRNAr, I.KPinoPTKRA.

Snidilcr. several yetirn u^n, furiii.HluMl mo tlio iinincH he nJopteil in bin

rt'visioii of this raiiiily,—tlie only family, by thu way, oounccted witli

our fauna, wliieli im'oiIihI revision,—smiling' them Irinn Kurn|ie. ami I

rceeivcJ his list harely in timo to iielmle it in the dosinu' paueH of tht:

Synopsis ami my volumo. with no interval forexamination or e.\|ilanation.

To this (lay it stamls a baro list of names, without authority, tho j^rouim

imlicatotl never bavin;: roeeivotl delinilion. It was atnneo found (dijce-

tionabh' on aeenunt of the (Excessive restriefion of the j^roups called

genera, there hein^r ni) less than thirty-nine to om^ hundred and six

sjiocie.s, I'ruf. /eller. (Knt. /eit. Stet. iSTl), miirht well ask, '-what

woulil heeomc of us if all tho lleHperians ui' tho world, and all the

Le|>idn|)t( la iilno, were thus >])lit up into sueh ^jcnera. 'l"hi; le.ast

result vMMild be that the dilHeuily of delerininin;; tho species would

resolve itself info tho ^rreater ont^ (A' determining; the ;;enus." Some

few of these ;:ro'ips would doubtless stand as jrenera, if defined, but in

most cases, there is no reason why several should not bo cndiraced in

a sin;;le t;eniis. Tint I -.'ave them currency and endorsement through

the Syuop-is ha- been a mtitler I'nr rei^ret.

Inasniueli as ilie llesperidjc undoubtedly needed revision, Dr. Otto

Speyer kindly consented, at the rei|Uest of .Mr. I.intiier. to undertake

the task. It is believed that the arraiiuenient propnsed by hini will bu

satisfactory. Hut it must not be for^iotten that any prc.MUit arrau^iC-

ment (d' this family, much more for one )ieo;:raphical .seetion of it, is

only pri>visiiin;d. ( )f this Dr Speyer him.self writes: "'A .systematic

treatment ol' the llesperi<la' is a very diflicnlt task, and, aeeurdin;^ to

my opinion, can only be acciunplisbed with reference to the whole

known I'amily, in all parts of the world, id' which the American lles-

perians form only a small fraiiincnt. lUit as there exists at present

no ;:eneral system r<ir this family answering; all demands, and as there

is not likely to bo ono very soon, local specialists are obliiied to confine

themselves, whether they will or not. to their own species. Even for

the Kuropean fauna, we have been obli;;ed to content ourselves with a

hiiihly deficient provisional ;;roupinii' of the Hesjterians, so imperfect

indeed, that I have not lieou able yet to accept these so-called genera,

and in my own colb'ction. 1 still brin^ everything under the name

lles]ieria,—a procedure allowable, under the circumstances, for the

European fauna, poor in species, but not suitable for the richer .\meri-

can fauna." W. II. Edw.vkds.

Cudlbitn/h, ir \'<i. Feb. 1877.


