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The t'nlii-f liiu* is to !»(> laid with steel rails ol ilh' ln-st quality, and all

.inipoviant structun's arc to l)i' ol a iHTUuiinMit I'hiirac't'r. Can' has hfcii (akeii

to:secUr(" tin' linhti'si |)()ssil)li' yratlieiits, tho.sf dii tlii' line lioni \Vinui[)eg to

Thuiuli'f Hay h('ini>' only -• t'«'t't to thf mili-: in ilns i»'.si)i'i',t llic Canadian I'acilic

will conipan* most i'avorahly with all otln-r trans-conlincMtal liufs.

It is also to )>(• notod that the t'litirc mountain .sfction on the Canadian

Patilif Kail way is fnihraood within a dislauce of alxnit (!00 mih's. whtnvas

that oi till' Union Pa( ilii . cox pis a dislancf of 1"2.)0 miles, ami at a much hii»hor

elovation. Amj)lt' provision has hfcn made against trouhlf from snow on the

Prairie section, l)y making- the road-bed sulliciently hiyh lo almost entirely

avoid cuttings.
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The urealer portion ol' the road s(nith and east ol Lake Ni pissing; traverses

an old and well developed country, commanding- the immense lumhor tralho of

I he upper Ottawa Valley-

FrouiC'allaiuler westwards, and Ihrouglujut the wlude of the Lake Suj)erior

sej'lion, the road runs through forests ol" valuahlo timher, which will furnish

fuel, and lumher for building- purposes to settlers in the prairie section, and

passes through most valuable mineral lands, abounding- in silver, iron and

copper ore.

The «U0 miles of road west of the Red River runs through one of

the finest agricultural countries in the worltl, the settlement of which has been

hitherto impeded by the want of railway facilities, but is now making rapid

progress. It is estimated that 20,000 immigrants have jirrived in the .North-

West during the past season. The country is a gently undulating prairie, well

watered throughout. Wood is plentiful along the streams, and the soil is

uniformly deep and rich, and fully equal to the best agTicultural lands in any

part of the United States. Practical farmers reckon a moderate average crop

at 28 bushels wheat. 49 barley, and 56 oats per acre. The wheat commonly
grown, and known as " No. 1 hard," commands a higher price than the ordinary

quality of wheat. The soil is also exceptionally favorable to the growth of

potatoes, turnips, etc.

Independent testimony to the agricultural capacity of the rountry will be

found in the reports of the tenant farmers from the Old Country who visited the

North-West two years ago, as well as in th letters of the Special Correspondents

who accompanied the Governor-tleneral of Canada on his recent Western tour.

The mean annual temperature of Winnipeg does not differ materially irom

that of Chicago, St. Paul or Montreal, and the air is pure and dry.

On the Western Section of the line, that part between the Rocky and Cascade

Mountains has not been thoroughly explored, but coal is known to exist there,

and the mountains may be found rich in gold and other precious metals.

On the Pacific Slope, immense forests of valuable timber and extensive coal

fields are known to exist.


