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upon the objective of Indian policy. As a
ronsequence of pressure brought to hear, a
stibsequent Minister-I think it w-as in 1922
or 1923--repealed the measure to which I have
referred. This is a re-enactment cd it.hat
measure in somewhat modified form, and con-
tains safeguardis to wvhich 1 do flot take the
least objectiion.

Honourahie members wiii sec that; provi-
sion is made in this Bill whercty the inritiative
mav be taken by the Superintendent General.
Under elic nid Act a board ronsisting of three
mnembers. two appointed by thc Minister and
o00e appointed by the Indian band, deait with
the subject of enfranchisement. Under the
present Bill one of the members of tire board
must be a jrrdge, and the Indians have some-
thing to say in the selection that is Vo be
marie.

A., I have State(l, thre real object of the
Bnili to secure the enfranchisement of men
vîro shorîld no longer bc wards and ch jîdren of
thre State, but are pcrfectly competent Vo walk
thceir own patir in hiec. 1 liave flot, the slightcst
rloilyt, of the wisdom of moving along this
line. Io fact, if thiere is any ob.IecV at al
I o orîr I n i ai n poli -y, i t is g ra d'nally Vo bring
f lic Indian iip to the status of eitizenship.
Are we going Vo admit thtour goal is Vo
keqp theýze people for ever as xvards, Vo ire sus-
firineri, supported, led an(l fed by thre Govcrn-
ruent of oui' country? If thiat is our objcct,
i lien wve should never bave enabled tire
guardian of thre Indians of Caniada to open th e
door of r-it iz7nslip te them, but should have
allowed ilein te continue te huddle together
wherc tbceY are, -andI shoulcl bave preventeri
ceni the inost aspiring among them from
reaebing the goal of citizenship, Whbich, it.
secms Vo mie, is thre onîx' sane and useftd goal
of Indi'rn îyolicy in this country.

Hon. Mr. DANDURAND: I should like
te aslk my rigbt bonourable friend, xvbo scems
Vo bave considerable knowledge of this suh-
je-t, exactly what is te be thre effeet cf tire
modification now suggested te us. I can quite
rrnderst.and th-at under the nId Act an Indian
xvbo desircd te strike eut for himself andi
cemmingle with the iihites as a full-fledged
citizen would leave the reserve andi ask for
ritizenship. His case was clear. When be
wanteri te flv with his own wings, ire set tire
mnac-iner.y in motion. But xvill my right
honourable frienri explain te us what will take
place now? Tire agent on tire reserve, who
knows thre Indianjs, ma 'v report that, ten,
twenty or fifty members of the brand can
.slift for tiremse'lves. If he recommnends te
tire Superintendent tirat thev should be ousted
from the reserve and cent into the outside
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xvorld, aftcr being granteri their share of tire
assets held for them in the dep-artment, wjll
the Superintendenit decide upon that report
whether these men should become Canadian
citizens and be enfranchiseri? Pei'haps the
right honorîrable gentleman wilI tell us .Iust

vhut; will happen Vo the property of an Indian
wxho is enfranohised under tis seotion. Wh'at
xvill be donc witir the individual's sirare of
interest which bias accrued on capital in the
bands of tire department? And what will
govern the selection cf these who are te be
enrfranebiseri? Will tirere be fi careful study
of the development of the various bandis. and
wilIl those t.iat are approved be enfranciised
as a whole? ýOr wvrll individual selections be
madie? I confess that I have net, compared
these ameodments with thre Art, and I am
coocerned as te wirat mcv h appen wlien an
Indian is enfranchised, ot on Iiiý owil initia-
tive, but in consequence of a dc partinental
report.

Right Hon. Mr. MEIGIIEN: In deeiding
wirethcr Vo take steps for the enfrancirisement
of any Indians, tire Minister will ne douht be
guidei iry the report of his agent in the reserve
in whieh tire particular Indians live. A number
of reports may ire made in sorne instances.
Section 7 shows tire procedure Vo ire followed
%iren it is decided that steps should ho taken
towards enfrancirisement. That section readzs:

Io respect of an Indian or Indians or aeux
bandi wlro bas not or biave not macle application
for enfrani-îeroerit iuler tis section or under
,.rct i o orne litinid ye arnd fou rteen of ti iA.ct-

TIhe rigirt cf an Innlian te apply v oltintarily
ns pýreserved.

Ï tlie Srpcrinterrdert CeocraI nuay appoint a
J3oard te censist of any judge cf 'any superior
court or any jutige ef any circuit, district or
conty court, an officer of the Departnient and
r rororber cf thre banud to be selecteri by thre
bandi to wiviili tire Indlian or Indians, under
investigation belongs or belong, or fiiling tire
sr.lection et' such memiber for a pcriod et tirry
dayc after tbe date cf notice having irea given
te tire Couincil. tire member %hall be appointed
by tihe Srrperiîrtendent General, te, oake enquiry
and report as te tire fltness of any Indian or
Indians te be enfranebised, and sucîr report
shall haive the saine force and effeet andi shall
ire deait witlî in the same mianner as if the
saine irar beco mrade ripon the application of
rn Indian or In(lians un0(er tis section:
1'rovirlcd thrat noeont ranchisernent; cf anY Indian
or lnirlanr" sirril be mrade rînder tis srrbsection
iu violation of tire terms of anv trea.îy, agree-
ment or unrertanking tîrat inay liave been
errtcred irnLo or made between or by the Crown
arnd tIre Indians cf tihe band in qurestioni.

I caîl attention to tire provision tirat com-
pulsory enfranchisement of any Indian shahl
not be effected in violation cf any treaty; but
I do noV apprehend that there is in existence


