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Imperial Government, and demanded also
consideration at their hands. These new
difficulties were those which grew out of
the Alabama claims, and had become of
Imperial-interest, and it so happened after
the Canadian Government made their re-
Quest for the settlement of these fishing
Pights, a proposition was made for the
arrangement of these and other matters
between the two countries. Up to this
$ime the Government ot Canada had de-
sired simply the settlement of the rights
for exclusive fishing. We had also made
Strong  representations as to the losses
Which had been inflicted upon this coun.

try by the Fenian invasions. 'Those
representations had also met with
attention at the hands of Her
Majesty’s Government, and ‘it was

understood that representations
would be made to the American Govern.
nent upon that poins. That subject acs
cordingly passed at that time I have men-
tioned into the consideration of the Jm-
Perial authorities,and was included among
the matters which they proposed submit-
ting to the Government at Washington.
During the negotiations at Washington an
effort was made to separate those que--
fions which more immediately aftected
Canada from those of Imperial interest,
but that was found impossible ; and then
the general result followed of the adop:
tion by the Commiesioners of the [reaty,
to whioch this bill gives effect so far as it
¢oncerns Canada. It will be seen from the
whole course of the proceedings, the Gov-
@mment of Canada haa distinct objects in
View which they attempted to have rettled
Without reference to other disputes. They
3tbempted to obtain these objects by
ving a separate decision in the first in-
Btance on the limits of exclusive fishing
aad on the Fenian claims, and secondly
on those questions whilst the Joint High
Commission was sitting at Washington,
Jy dealing separately with ‘those which
lmmediately saffected Canada. [ do not
Understand from anything that bms trans.
Pired elsewhere, or from the newspapers
that up to this stage of the matter any
¥erse criticism had arisen with refer.
Shee to the conduct of the Govern.

,'tht. After the results of the
reaty became known very
Serions objections were taken to the

urse pursued by the Government. These
bjections were ot & three-fold character.

In the first Pplace, objections were taken as |

'a.the inconsistency of the Government
Asdeveloped in the minutes of Council
torg were sent to England with respeoct:

8he Treaty. Another objection was taken
With reference to the direct responsi-
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bility of the gentleman who was a member
of the Commission and also a member of
this Government. The objection was urged
that his responsibility was to the people of
this country, and that under these cir-
cumstances he was not justified in signing
the Treaty. The third class of objections
was as to the merits of the Treaty. With
respect to the objection—regarding the
responsibility of Sir John Maodonald—I
think that has lost all its interest and
need not be discussed inasmuch as tha
Government of which he is the head has
asked both branches of the Legislature to
adopt the Treaty which he signed. At
present there is no use in diseussing what
is a merely theoretical question. As res.
pects the charge of inconsistency against
the Government, because in the first
place we objected to the Treaty in such
strong termse, and suggested afterwards
the mode by which it migh: ‘!;: made :norg
acceptable to the people of this country,
thmllx) that can be gasily refuted. That ob.
jection is susceptible of easy explanation
when one bears in mind the change which
took place in the feelings of the country
from one period to another. When the
Treaty wa+ originally signed there was a
considerable feeling excited against it,
arsing out of several causes. In the first
place there was a feeling that the right of
common of fishing had been given away
over our heads—that the Parliament of
Canada had not been asked beforeband
whether they would or would not give up
their fishing rights within the three miles
limits. The Government, g‘epreseni::s
the confidence of this Parliament
country, had not been.czon_sult‘.edf and con-
sequently there was considerable feeling
on the subject in every section. Again,
the people of Canada felt that they had
been ubjustly treated with respect to the
Fenian claims. Everybody knows that
each of the Fenian invusions had been
rendered abortive not by the exertion of
the United Btates but by the patriotic
efforts of the people of this ocountry,
(Cheers.) If England appeared to give
more credit to the United States than was
their due, it arose in a great measure from
the fact that the telegraph wires sre
the possession of the Americans, and the
news of the invasion and movement of the
United States Government to arrest the
Fenians reached England simultaneously
and created the impression that their
interference was really more prompt than
it was, Under those circumstances know-.
ing the great losses which had been
inflicted upon the country, we were anxious
that the Feman claims should have been
dealt with at Washington and indeed we

Washington.



