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HOUSE 0F COMMONS

Friday. Decembur Il. 1964

The house met at il a.rn.

PRIVILEGE
MR. WOOLIJ.AMS-LETTER TO BANFF
ADVISORY COUNCIL FROM NORTHERN

AFFAIES MINISTER

Mr. Eldon M. Woofliamns <Bow River>: Mr.
Speaker, I rise on a question of privilege. I
think when you hear my question o! privilege
you will find my argument irrefragable. It
arises out of a letter written on September
19, 1964 by a minister of the crown. My
question of privilege affects my personal re-
sponsibilities to my constituency; and when I
read the last paragraph of the letter, which
as I say was written by a minister of the
crown, I think, Mr. Speaker, you will also
find it not only affects rny responsibility as
a member of this bouse but also the respon-
sibllity of any other person serving his con-
stituency as a member of parliarnent.

This letter was addressed to the Banff ad-
visory council, Banff, Alberta and was written
by the minister of northern aff airs. I sbould
like to quote from the last two paragraphs.
The letter is lengthy and I do not want to
take up a lot of time. If any hon. member
wants the wbole letter read I arn prepared
to read it, but my question of privilege in-
volves the last two paragraphs, which I amn
sure the house will find interesting and I
trust, Mr. Speaker, you will even find shock-
ing. The second last paragrapb reads:

I was most interested i Mr. Woolliams' reference
on page 10040 of the debate to my letter to council
of November 4, 1964. 1 arn curjous to know by
what means Mr. Woolliams received a copy of that
letter which he has subsequently used for partisan
purposea which I do flot think are ini keepig with
the kind of relations which I would like to have
with the Banff adviaory council.

Now we corne to the crux and the meat
of it.

If the council would like me to send copies
of ail rny correspondence with them, I would be
glad to have that advice from you, and act ac-
cordingly.

The last paragraph is what I find shocking,
Mr. Speaker, whicb I say affects my respon-
sibility to my constituency and the responsi-
bility of other members. It reads:

I slncerely hope that Mr. Woolliams' remarks
were flot requested by the Banff advisory council
or by any member of the council.

It la the last sentence with which I corne
to grips. Th.is is 1t:

I would hope that the council wiil conduct its
relations directly wjth me at ail tines.

What this minister has done on this oc-
casion, and what he did when he met that
council, was threaten it. Hle said "You have
to deal with me or I will flot consider any of
the suggestions rnade by you". I suggest that
is irresponsible and an erosion of the re-
sponsibillty of any member. This is a shock-
ing letter, and I arn sure the Prime Minister
is shocked to know that one of his ministers
has written in this manner to the people of
the constituency of Bow River.

CANADIAN FLAG

MOTION FOR CONCURRENCE IN SIXTE REPORT
0F SPECIAL COMMITTEE

The bouse resuxned, from Thursday, De-
cember 10, consideration of the motion of
Mr. Batten that the sixtb report of the special
committee on a Canadian fiag presented to
the bouse on Thursday, October 29, 1964, be
now concurred in.

Mr. W. H. A. Thomnas (Middlesex West):
Mr. Speaker, in the very limited tirne remain-
mng at niy disposai I should lilce to continue
the promotion I put forth last night for a
genuine compromise flag, which would be
something that ail Canadians could support,
ending this contest without winners or losers.

Reachmng a compromise is similar to horse
trading. The seller starts with his top price
and the buyer starts with bis bottorn price,
and then a step by step process takes place
to reach an agreernent. After conferring with
some of my colleagues I have decided to
move the following amendment, seconded by
the hon. member for Marquette (Mr. Mand-
ziuk). This amendment is designed to clear
away the brush, leaving the way open for
a real compromise fiag. I move:

That the sicth report of tie special committee
be flot now adopted but that it be referred back
to the commjttee with instructions to, strike out
i paragraph 7 ail the words aîter "'Canada" and
substitute "be the Canadian red ensign."


