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municipal authorities. The 'Union of Muni-
cipalities in Manitoba have endorsed this
resolution, as they have passed similar reso-
lutions, and I beliove have forwardod thern
to the Dominion goverument. It has also
been endorsed by the provincial leg islatures
off the three western provinces.

The mon who took up the land under the
soldier settiement scheme have in most cases
done their utmost to make the proposition n
success. They have carried on year after
year in the hope that times would improve,
but unfortunateiy they have become worso.
I know the conditions in the district off which
I amn speaking, for I have the honour ta be
a director off the Red Cross Socioty, which
has done considerabie relief work in the dis-
trict, and in many cases the people are in a
pitiable condition. Sume mon have abandoned
their homes, others are stili hanging on hoping
for a return off botter times. It is for those
people I arn pleading, although I would gather
that the feeling off the Bouse is such that no
further pleading is necossary at the present
timo. I believe we are ail agroed that a
revaluation should take place.

In this connection I may say that oniy last
week I received a petition signed by soldier
settlers and also by some off the most repre-
sentative farmers in the district saying that
these lands should ho revalued. I should like
ta givo the Bouse certain clauses off this
petition :

That certa'n returned soldiers puréhased fanoa land
froni the Soldier Settlernent Board at a tinie when
the velue of the said land was inflated and out of al
proportion to the actual value thereof.

That the said seheme was introduced with the object
of aiding the returned soldiera.

That after endeavouring to fanr thse said land for
over five years the said settlers have beconie dis-
couraged and cao set, no way in which they can carry
the heavy burden placed upon thema as the a resuit
of said purchase.

That it appears that a great number of those who
stili remain on the said land are becosning deeper in-

volved financially and the only reason they do not leave
thse land is on account of the fart that ail theïr savings
are investe-d in the said land, stock and equipment.

Bore is a paragraph ta which 1 would direct
tho particular attention off the government:

That certain supervisors of the said Soldier Settle-
nient Board have often inforrord numerons settiers
that thse government would be only too plea.ed to see
thern quit the fanms owing to thse arreans in their pay-
nients, and owing to thse fart that a sale could easily
be effected at a greatiy reduced price to ciew settiers
f rom England.

That great injustice would be done if the soldier
settlers were forced. off the said land after putting in
their savings and s0 mniBy yeara of labour.

That it appears that the said settlera still rernaining
en thse laid -have farnied ths seas in a good and hua-
band lics manner and it appears the only solution is
to have a revaluation of thesaaid land for the PUT-
pose of attaining the objeet of the said schenie.

[Mr. Murphy.]

Mr. STEWART (Edmonton): I did not
hear my friend distinctly. Does he state that
supervisors are forcing people off the land?

Mr. MURPHY: I arn simp1y reading the
clauses of a petition whicha I received. and
which I believo the minister himself now has
in his possession.

Mr. STEWART (Edmonton): Who signod
the petition?

Mr. MURPHY: It is signed by certain
settiers in this district, and was forwardod to
me to hand to the govornment.

Mr. STEWART (Edmonton): Where do
they live?

Mr. MURPHY: I received the petition
frorn Gladstone, whi-eh is in the constituoncy
af Neeýpawa, Manitoba. I think the minister
will find the petition, in bis office, bocause I
forwarded it ta the Prime Minister, and have
a lotter fromn him to-day saying he had
sent it on to the Minýister off tho Interior.
The hon. momber for Selkirk ('Mr. Ba:nnes-
son) this afternoon, if I hoard him correctly,
voicod the opinion that somo consideration
should ho given to these mon who have aban-
donod their land, and 1 'believe the hon.
member for Rosotown (Mr. Evans) this even-
ing made the saine plea. Whilo I recognize
the difficuities off putting such 'a scheme into
effect, I should like to also add my voico in
support of that view. I think possi'bly the
resuit would be achieved as wel'l if the gov-
ernment would seil these lands ta the re-
turned soldiers who have abancioned them at
the samne prico as wouid ho availahie ta im-
migrants under the land sottiement seheme.
I do flot know why that resuit oannot ho ac-
oomp!lished. 'Many off thoso mon are off the
land to-day after spending four or five yoars
off hard labour on the part of themselvos and
off their families, simply hoecause they have
been starved out. That applies particularly
to the district off which I amn speaking. The
conditions, I know, are purely local and do
flot apply generaiiy ail ovor the west. It
was flot the fault off the governmnent or of
the settier. It was more or less the remilt of

settiing these people on lands ,which require
drainage. During the iast two or three years
the ditches which drain these lands becamne
ciogged, thus flooding the land ini the spring,
which prevented tho settier from putting in
any crop. I do plead with the govornment
ta givo those people some consideration, for
they have worked very, very hard to make
homes for their families.


