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His Excellency, the Duke of Devonshire,
can be well assured of the high estimation
Ain which he is held by the Canadian people,
and of their deep appreciation of the pains-
taking and able manner in which he per-
forms the arduous and important duties
which devolve upon him.

I must pause here, as indeed this nation
has paused, to pay my humble tribute to
the great man who has died. I can add
very little to the eloquent tributes which
have been paid by honourable members on
both sides of the House. As a new member
of this House, I consider it a very great
privilege to have witnessed the -closing

vears of his great and illustrious career.

His memory will always remain as an
inspiration to those who love Canada.

In each of the last four years Parliament
has been opened under the cloud of a great
war. A war entailing enormous effort,
unlimited sacrifice and great sorrow, and
requiring the undivided attention of the
nation to the exclusion of all other
national problems.

To-day, the cloud has lifted and we stand
on the threshold of an assured and, I
believe, a lasting era of peace. Our great
epoch of struggle and sacrifice is ended.
A glorious, a victorious peace has crowned
the efforts of our Empire and its allies.
The armistice has been signed on our own
terms. The enemy is utterly demoralized.
The menace of militarism and ‘autocracy
has been crushed, we trust forever, and
democracy and representative institutions
have been preserved to humanity.

The British -empire, of which Canada has
the increasing honour of being an important
member, has played an outstanding part
in this war. Her matchless navy made
victory a certainty. The splendid tenacity
of her army made defeat an impossibility.
Her lofty aims and unbending adherence
* to the principles of fair play and inter-
national justice attracted numerous nations
to the side of the allies.

The British Empire has been preserved
to itself and to humanity. Hundreds of

millions of human beings are assured that

they may continue to live safely under its
~ beneficent laws. Its ideals, its institutions,
have been preserved, and will continue for
the good of the world, we hope, for many
centuries to come.

The co-operation of the British Empire
and the United States of America in this
war should result in the happiest relations
between these two great Anglo-Saxon
nations—relations which shall not only be
beneficial to these two nations, but which
should enable them, acting in unison, to
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exert an excellent influence in world
affairs.

Representatives of each of the Allies are
now assembled at Paris to settle the im-
mediate differences between all belligerents,
and to plan, as far as may be possible, to
make war impossible in the future. Great
conferences have been held in the past with
these two objects in view, notably the
Assembly at Vienna in 1814-15, and the Con-
ference at Berlin in 1878. But progress has
been made since those memorable days.
The right of peoples to choose their own
form of Government has been recognized.
The horror of war is greater to-day than
ever in the past. This Conference is at-
tempting to settle the differences of nations
on such a basis as will remove possible
causes of war, and it regards the prevention
of future wars as its most important prob-
lem. This Dominion has been recognized
as a nation entitled as such to representa-
tion in any league of nations which may
be formed. The presence of the right
hongurable the Prime Minister of Can-
ada, Sir Robert Borden, with several
of his ministers at this conference
is most fitting, having regard to the
great sacrifice which the Canadian people
made in the war, and Canada’s international
duty as a nation among the nations of the
world. The Prime Minister has distin-
guished himself at that conference. He has
been entrusted with important and difficult
work, and he is reflecting great honour on
this Dominion.

The people of Canada may, now that the
tremendous burden of effort and sacrifice,
imposed on them by the war, has been
removed, pause to review with pride the
excellent record which they have made
under the leadership of the Prime Minister
and his cabinet. Only through untiring
efforts and sacrifice can the character of an
individual or a nation be strengthened and
achieve greatness. Canada, in this war, has
made and proven itself a great nation. The
achievements and sacrifices of its soldiers
and sailors have, and of right do, over-
shadow all its other efforts. Over 600,000
of its manhood enrolled in its service; over
200,000 casualties have been sustained; over
55,000 have given up their lives in its be-
half. Canada has raised for war purposes,
from its own people, under the able direc-
tion of the Minister of Finance, in excess
of the fabulous sum of $1,300,000,000. Can-
ada has manufactured and sold to the Allies
over one billion dollars worth of munitions,
being in excess of one-fourth of all the
munitions used by Great Britain and the



