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dollar spent in its management. Now, whatever
improvidence there ay be in the anaagreient of
that roal this loss canot al arise from political
reasons. In the litercoloiial Railway, we have
frontim nctonî to Ste. Flavie---I speak with
deference to the views of lion. gentlemen 0 who
represeit tie (:onstituenciesI bet.ween tiese points
-a listance of 290 miles of abnrrost, absolutely
non-paying rad, wlere express trains ruin forty
to sixtv miles witout stopping at a station
an.l not. onulv tiat, but a road where little

freight is takem up or eet down, and on w h, with
the exception of the '1ununer t ravel (f touirists, there
is very little pa<yinig traffie whatever. Not. only
that, but fro mi Ste. Flavie to Rivièret <i Loup, is, I
venture to say, the worst rad in the woIbl as r'e-
gards tie (litficiilty of w-orking it in winter. Witih
the nîorth-west aU( westelv winds driving
the snow over it, tiere is not a «troad iii the
Vorld were it is so difhcult to hradlle the snow iii tie
winter. We ail know that tiat o(ne expense ias run
as higi as .l100,000 a year, anrd that is alhnost al
on this section north of loneton, sO that I do lot
think, in considering this road, wm-e should be at all
surJprised wv hen we tind a leicnit in is operations.
I may be allowed to imake somte passing remarks
upoin wiat has been statetI as to the general prin-
ciple tipon which this road should be mn. The lion.
inember for Quieei's (Nr. Davies) says it slouild be
run On colmnirercial principles, and Iunrderstood the
hon. Minister of Justice to say that that should not
Le the guiding principlebut tiat it should ratier
he run on national principles. Now, I subint tiat
the argument used by the lion. Minister of Marine
is perfectly sound in principle. The canal systeni
of this country, the mroney we vote for bonusing
roads, the money we spend in deepening the St.
Lawrence River anid ouir harbours and piers, the
noney we have spent ini building the Canadian
Pacifie Railway-aill this stands on exactly the
saune principle as the noney we spend on the Inter-
colonial Railway. It was all spent, just as the
money on the Intercolonial Railway was spent, for
the purpose of naking this country a nation instead
of a few scattered colonies, and whatever it is neces-
sary we should pay to keep that intact, I belieye
this Parlianient will cheerfully pay, and the
country w'ill willingly back us in doing whatever is
absolutely necessary to preserve the iational
character of the roaI. The limitation mutist be
made, of course, tiat it shall only be what is
absolutely necessa.ry. I an iot here to discuss the
managemrent of this road in its details. .I mrust say, î
however. with regar(l to the observations of the
lion. Minister of Justice, that I have iot tiat saine
confidence in the adninistration of a Govermnent
which lie seems to entertain. Ibelieve, and I.think
that ail the evidence leads in that direction, that
the administrative test has not yet been made as
regards free Governmrrents. Where you have so
inany forces at work, it is very difficult to get that
concentrated and prompt action which is necessary
to efficient management. I an not speaking here
of one party or one country, but speaking generally
of the history of the whole civilized world aid of
free institutions. We have seen the administration
of a free government break down in the Crimean
war and in every war England hias ever had ; we
have seen it break down in the United States
war, and all recent history carres out rny gerieral
proposition that free governmnents are on their trial,*
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so far as ad-ninistration is concernel. I do not
say that we cannot manage this road as a governr-
ment road. I would not agrec with the prnopos-
tion of the lion. mnember for Albert (r. Weldoni)
to pit this road unider a conmrnîrussionu, until further
trial ihas beenl givein of the preseit direct exeentire
management, or until a very stronr g case hard bi'een
muade out for placing it unider a counnission. I
will say this, however, that neitier the hmon.
mliemlber for Bothwell (NIr. 1ils) nr the M inister
of Justice dlid fll justiCe to tire argrumreunt of mrry
ion. friend fromt Alhert, as I understoodl it. The
hon. meirber for othwell sali tihat the ease of
Australia is not paralle to that of Canada, because
there are no comlpeting roads ter-e. Rut tire hon.
mlremliber for Albert's argument. was this : I give
yoiu the resunlt of runniîng trhe roads in Australia
with no competing roadl, but before there was a
comnnmirssion in charge, and I compare thatm i the
same roads as iarnaged by a cornission. and I
have showi you that the resuIt ias been succeSsfuil.
Tiat was the argument of the hon. member for
Albert, and I do not think it was fairly met.

Mr. MILLS (Bothwell). If the ion. gentleman
will permit nie, my observa to upon tiat state-
ment w'as this: that there was an alteration in the
rates, and how far the diffnernce was there.sult of
that alteration in rates, the statenent of the lion.
rnember for Albert did not disclose.

Mr. DICKEY. But I also thinik mv hon. friend
did iot do full justice to the hon. ireiber for
Albert on the point I have mentioned. With re-
gard to the inistLnrces which the lion. inenmber for
Albert cited, tiere are soie very strikinrg pectuliari-
ties about the social condition of New South Wales
and Victoria. In .the first place they are very srall
countries comparatively, and their population is
comparatively within a small conpass. Ii each of
themn there is a peculiar characteristic, wihicb does
not exist in Canada, of a single city conrtaining
nearly half the population of the whole country.
From this city limes radiate r-uniining-to the country,
and it sounds strange to us as colonists to read the
reports of the coinmissioners in Melibou-ne, Vic-
toria, stating they propose irext year to quadruple
the track of a certain line, rnîîning o ut fron Mel-
bourne, and to duplicate another track. The
figures as to the carriage of passengers are
sinply startling to anybody who reads then.

ie total.population of Victoria is a little over a
million, and yet last year on the Governnent roads
in Victoria they carried 79,),() persons, and
the House will understand what a tremendous fea-
tutre that is in the consideration of this question
when the Intercolonial Railway onily carried
1,000,000.persons last year. I tiink the hon. mîem-
ber for Albert (Mr. Weldon) wmill admit that it is
very difficuilt to compare the results of any parti-
Cilar tariff of rates on roads wher-e the proportion
of passengers carried is about 70 to 1. They also
carried about 3 tons of freiglht to one that we
canrry. Their freight charges are enor-mouly larger
than ours. I 1 not thinkithat the people of this
country would submit to the freight. charges made
on the Victoria ráilways. The ieople wh-o settled
Victoria went out there from England with a
knowledge only of the English freigit charges, and
they have submitted to the charges which tieir
Governmient have puît on themr, but we are situated
in a very different position. We/ire by the side of
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