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project for the combined development of the St. Lawrence
for navigation and power has been repeatedly before a.
succession of National Advisory Committees and the like.

It has also received the attention of a series of
joint Engineering Boards, where the design of the works
required has been developed in great detail and to the point
that there is no longer any significant question outstanding
between the technical representatives of the two countries,

The project as it stunds has recently been most
completely described by 1. Chevrier, the llinister of
Transport, in a series of addresses to the public in Canada,
but because of its far-reaching special importance to the |
members of this audience I venture to recall to your minds the
salient feutures:

From the Atlantic through the Gulf of the St%t.
Lawrence and up that river to a point near the city of Zuebec
the greatest ships which ply the oceans of the world have
always had open passage during the season of navigation. And
from the earliest times the successive governments of Lower
and Upper Canuda and nore particulsarly the federal government
of Carada, since it wus established at Confederation, have
qmede it their business to extend and improve these facilities
of nevigution for oceun shipping. Today the "St. Lawrence
Suip Channel! provides safe passage to the harbour of lontreal
with &« minimum aveilable depth of Z2.5 feet at extreme low
water and every care is beingz exercised to ensure that
developments continue as may be shown to be desirable by
progress in the art and science of inland navigation. In
matters of channel width, alignment, freedom from obstructions,
-lighting, radio aids, harbours, wharfage, storage, loading,
repair estublishments and in the many other detailed require-
ments needed for, or to facilitete modern navigation, there:
is no other waterway in the world which is better provided;
arnd it has been the coustunt coiicern of our Department of
Transport to meintain this enviistble position.

In my description of the 3t. Luwrence Wuterw.y I
pass next to its upper end at lLake Superior, where through
Fort William, Port Artiur, Duluth and other great ports there
pusses a vast tonnage of commodities. The iron ore of
l'innesota continues, despite the near exhaustion of the
higher gredes under the tremendous demand of two world wars
and, increusingly, ore of premium guality flows in from the
iron ranges in Canada to the west and north; the wcod products
of the adjacent regions and the grain from the Yrairies add
their quota in amounts measured in millions of tomns: The
trarffic which euach yecr passes in and out of lake Superior
tirough the five lockxs of the Ot. .wwry's River which have
been built, side by side and in purallel, to accommodute it
re;gresents an anount which exceeds the total combined annual
truftic of the vralama, the Suez, the llunchester and the Kiel
cunals all put together.

This imrnense traffic is now mostly carried from
Lake Superior to Lake liuron, Lake llichigun and thence to
Lake Irie through Luke St. Clair and the Detroit River in
vessels of a type peculiar to the Great lakes which have a
draft of about 22 feet. These special types of vessels have
broved most efficient for lake transport and in cost per ton
mile of bulk freight they are far more economical than any
oceun-going cruft.




