
ra b am isL 1 M N aLI

of absolute justice threatens to undermine
the democratization of Muslim societies
from within. As a resuit, these political
causes have exacerbated feelings of
disempowerment ini Muslim communities:
"Democracies often get very bad press
ini the Arab and wider Muslim World
because Britain and America have
often said, 'we believe in freedom and
democracy but you've got to have the
Shahs of Iran as dictators over you.'
Hence, the perception that Western
powers preach democracy while
supporting corrupt, authoritarian
regimes has left many Muslims with
a feeling of desperation and anger.

The media also play a prominent role
i reinforcing these negative perceptions

of the West and the U.S. in Muslim
communities. The "information
revolution" of globalization has resulted
in a new gzeneration of Muslims even

stories .... The images also threaten to
widen the gap in perception between,
say Americans, who see different
images on their screens and in their
papers, and Arabs. Caps like these
are grist to the mill of those who talk
of 'a clash of civilizations'. 12
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