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The Prime Minister reaffirmed a commiient to work with committed African leaders to

build and expand the new partnership in the NEPAD. Canada wiil play a leading role.

The G8, under Canada's leadership, is now working on the development of a concrete

Africa Action Plan for adoption at the summit this june in Kananaskis.

We must reverse the trends that are sinking Africa. Canada recognizes the staggering,

long-termn nature of this challenge, for both Africans and the developed world. However,

ail nations have a moral obligation, and an economic interest, to tackle these issues.

Canada brings to this endeavour many years of innovative international development

assistance, and close ties with over 40 African countries through La Francophonie and the

Commonwealth. Canada lias been a leader in debt relief. We have forgiven over $1 billion

$r->i- a4~1 wpri ta 11r liv develovinz countries. Ini Ianuary 2001, Caniada stopped
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