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CANADA AT THE UNITED NATIONS 

POLISH ART TREASURES  Canada 's Permanent 
Delegate to the United:Nations, General A.G.L. 
McNaughton, delivered .à2 statement  on the  Pelish 
Art Treasu'res .in plen' ary meeting Of the United 
Nations .ASSembly on _Thursday,. April .23, 1949.  : 
Partial text is as follows: .  .‘ 

Poliah re-presentative at our last 
meeting- chose te introduce, artificially' an' 
extraneous matter for the purpose of mis-
representing the positien-  of my Goverrunent 
befere this -ASSemblY. The matter in question 
is the Polish art collection which was sent 
to Canada t6 escape.  the Nazis. gince this mat; _ 	 • 

ter 'terms :t 	 o he subject f ,a note presented last 
week (on April 20) to thé.  Canadian CO:ferment 
by _the ,Polish•GoVernm,ent; and -since this cern-
munication is presently.  Under study by  the 

 Canadian Gevernment, the ekainination of  this  
subjeCt here in, • the General Assembly, theretore 
seems singtilarly lnapProPriate. • • 

"As this Matter iS under " discussion  theove 
other .apprôpriatè elianneià , I do pot intend 
therefore to refer to it in  any  detail here.' 
It 'is. necessary, Fiowever: for nie to, make, à 
brief statement in order  to  put 'tile - record , 

 straight. • • 

• -'SAYS'seeTATEMENT 	 • 

"The  articles  referred ,t.,6,1).jit'he Polish 
Delegate' were  never at -aiiy time in  the custody 
or possession Of the 'Governm'ent of. Canada or . 

any .6e its officials -:-: Mr. .Katzuchy stated 
that  The  Canadian .dov,erninent' agreed to : take 
custedy  of  • these Valuables.: This statement  is  
talie. Exactly the contrary is true. , 

"The Polish 'offiCials who brought ,theae 
articles te Canada, in 1910 subiequently ,dis- , 
agreed 'amongit thernselyes  about the  6wit.  ershÉp. 
and *disposition  of the ,propérty" in - queation . 
glen  disputes  Of this nature arise - in Canada 
they c.an be sîttled' ohly.  hy agreement amengst, 
the parties, or  by 'a decision bÉ the coUits. 
The  Government of Canada ,does 'not possess' the  
power to seize property .  arbitrarily. Citestions 
concerning the ownership and right of posses-
sion of propei:éy are matters• which are settled 
in Canada  in courts of  law.' The eéPreSentative 
of Poland May not.he . able  to - ,uhderstand thie 
but 'I am Sure that. it. Will be Understood ,by 
the representativés nf.all genuinely' free and 
demooratit'counteles. The courts of ,Canada have 
always'Seen open to the Polish' officials who 
disazreed . about the ,ownership and disposition 
of the prOperty which,they brought' to Canada, 
and the Canadian Government has ,repeatedly 
stated that it Weiild asSist the çourtà by 
making av.ailable— suCh  information as  itPos... 
sesseS concerniq the property.,  

"The Canadiah CovernMent has  also been  
ling to assist in settling:the dispute by 
agreement ainongst the parties: At one stage in  
fact officials  of the Canadian d>vernment were 

 approached by a representative of the, Persons 
in  possession of theinissIng articles. "'ilia 
representative suggested than an arrangement  

might be made to settle the question by agree-
ment. ,  With the knowledge' o f the ,Polish ,  Govern.- 
ment  --for the -Polish Legation was kept fully . 
infonned of• these developments.„- the Canadian 
officials undertook to- explore,,with, the rep-
resentative the -possibility, of reaching such 
an agreement. The offer of settlement to which - 
the Polish delegate refers•iwa.s.not made.  -by.  the 
Canadian.  Covemment but by a representative of 
the -Poles in whose custody( the -property re-
mained. The offer was merely c-ommunicated by 
the C,anadian officia i s  to  the Polish ,author-
ities for thei,.r consideration—lhe good offices 
Which. w,ere: plaéed at the disposal,of the Polish-
Covernment in.. this way have •subsequently been, - 
Subjected repeatedly_ to ...false . and 'abusive 
comment by . the Polish Government._ , 

has also, 'sought to represent 
that there. is some inconsistency .--on the part 
of the Canadian delegation between our 'support', 
for the i-rep,oets of the 	 .Com- 
mittée on,:,the -study of methods fôr promotion 
of international, co-operation. in the.  poli tical 
field and the position..wl-tich -the. Canadian 
GoVernment is 'alleged to have taken.rin regard 
to the.-,question of. the Polish art, cellection. 
I do not feel that-I have to défend before 
this Assembly, the-eecord o-f Canada In regard 
to the 'charges of -Mr., -Katz-Suchy.- The record 
of m.y country-, in the promotion. of inter-

. national co-operation and in fulfilment of 
its obligations. under the- Charter a on -the 
recôrd and:requires no defence on my part. . 

"However,. I am,entitled to draw the atten- 
tion ,  of the Assembly to the -fact that once - 
again we have an example of Mr.r.Katz-_Suchy , 
introducing' an, irrelevant topic. in--order-,to 
distract the attentien of the Assembly from 
the real issues before us.,,AVe. know what these.- - 
issues .are.p%Ve have before - -us'a •number of, 

• speci fic , ,proposals ,  in the report of the ad hoc' 
 Political Committee 'designed to improve the . 

, Methods- and procedures for the promotion of 
international, coroperation in the political 
field. 	proposals are .ithe;product'of 
months -of stiidy and deliberation ..in.the in-
terim committee as. well as in the ad hoc 
Political-CoMmittee and,it is to be regretted 
that Mr...Katz-Suchy. and his delegation, as 
well as several other'delegatiorta, have been 
fit not only to withhold their co-operation • 

, from the/ consideration of these important 
matters but.to  ',endeavour on every' possible 
oecasion to subj'ect them to abusrve misrep-

. resentation, 	• • . 	- 	. 	• 
. " "Canada has supported -and. will continue-to 
support. every, .effort to  improve:the inethods 
and procedures of pacific settlement, 'for we 

,réalize. that if theseprocesses aee permitted 
to run-smoothly and to -be applied effectively, 
the risk that inte rn ational disputes and tense 
international sàuations might lead to war 
-will. thereby be reduced: The C.anadian delega-
tion therefore will :  vote in. favour of the 
reports of the ad hoc Political Committee." 
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