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The multilateral arms control process has also had 
significant success in the context of East-West relations. 
The Stockholm Agreement, which came into effect in January 
1987, has brought greater openness and predictability about 
military activities in Europe. Anticipated new negotiations 
on conventional stability covering the whole of Europe 
between all Members of NATO and the Warsaw Pact offer us the 
opportunity for more progress.. 

There has also been some movement forward in 
non-East-West forums but it has been much less spectacular. 
The Conference on Disarmament has made some progress on 
negotiations on a global convention to ban chemical weapons, 
but the repeated reports about the use of chemical weapons 
in the Gulf War only demonstrates how far we are from an 
effective agreement and the urgency of our obligations. 
There was also progress in last year's successful 
Disarmament and Development Conference, the endorsement of 
the Non-Proliferation Treaty at the Third Review Conference 
of the Treaty; the inclusion of conventional disarmament on 
the agenda of the United Nations and the consensus report of 
the UNDC on verification. 

In this Special Session it is important that we 
take realism as our guide and apply what we have learned 
from our successes, and from our failures. We have learned 
that arms control and disarmament cannot be viewed as ends 
in themselves. Both have value only if they contribute to 
security and well-being. Most countries accept the 
desirability of constraining or banning weapons systems. 
But we cannot aspire to the reductions we seek, or the 
agreements necessary to sustain them, unless all States take 
advantage of opportunities to support those objectives. 

Experience has shown that successful arms control 
and disarmament agreements share a number of essential 
qualities. The first and most obvious is enhanced security. 
Arms control agreements must maintain and enhance the 
security of all those involved in the negotiation. 

There are other essential qualities as well. 

One is mutual benefit. Realism in arms control 
demands that a successful negotiation offer something for 
all parties. 

Negotiations must also be substantive. we must 
not spend our time negotiating the non-essential or the 
frivolous. A proliferation.of arms control forums is not 
likely to lead to more arms control agreements unless they 
have clear and substantive mandates. 


