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(rhizomes). into the air like trees, and formed great
tracts of forest-like growth. Today only the
tropics and sub-tropical zones can boast of represen-
tatives that approach anything like the growth of
the ancient tree-ferns. The stems of our native
ferns are prostrate on the ground, and more or less

covered with leaves and

moss, and in some in-

stances are beneath the

surface of the ground
and remind one strong-
ly of the roots of other
plants. ,

In many species we
find a -division of labor
among the fronds and
their pinnaz in the

matter of spore produc-
tion and food formation
— photo synthesis. In

fruiting part of the

frond, the lower being
given up. In the genus

pecially set apart for
spore] production. T

most ferns the upper

For the interest of fern students and as a help
futtherworkontb’mgroupofplantsladﬂ"a_ﬁt __
ferns found in New Brunswick and Nova Secotia

The naming is in accord with Gray’s B
7th edition. A few common names are given
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very tip of the frond;

the Interrupted fern,

are fertile;- while in the

Cinnamon fern, O. Cin-

;namonaea. ‘a whole

frond is fertile. The

Struthopteris, also have specialized frondsentirely

given up to spore production. The fertile froqd_s
of last summer of the Sensitive fern may yet
be found standing erect, and clothed with berry-
like closely rolled pinnae. S '

See Figure 2. :

Special branches, spikés or panieles, of thit. Giond.

are fertile in genera Ophioglossum (Adder's Tongue)
and Botrychium (Moonwort).

-




