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Our Native Nam
W, Il. Mooai. Scolch 1A

The hart (Lepu syl'oticisi'
probIby descended through ,sce
periods from parents that niust
gr eat dlimatic changes. or some ot
cesses. Ont is led to this conclt
animais change the colour of t
change of the seasons, white in e
in summuer, se that their colonu
blends with their surrotundings.
harmless and inoffensive. so fi
offençe and de fente are concerni
do, somne damage te the crops oi
To some extent thev feed upon
cdevers and oats - but it is only
bark f rom young fruit trees thai
as really destructive.. Their food
and like tender plants in. sumrr
they have te depend upon the twi
of, ma ny varietiçs of shrubs and
in summer lias to be supplemente
by such material as gravel. Thi
to me a mystery.

Mn< young are reared during t
and it is quite probable that two (
be produced by ont fenuale ir
Fromt two toefive ynung compri
are cared for by tht fernale foi
then are left to shift for thenusel

They soon learn many tricks
meanis of protction to themse1v
may be near when danger threai
occasions whtn a hart has been
mng they have been known te
ground with their hind feet for
as thty retrtated te cover. Wh~
known to make these thumps itv
another hart was near ànd witl
danger signal, which seenus to be
of audible communication to th
cry of cistress or fear is a shrill

Tht harts are largely nocturi
ments, andi when net fteding or
own .kund, they sit. in sorbue y
where their colours blenti well
objects. If undisturbeti tht sari

voe to the place or nest where 1
r years. In onc instance whicl
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nias.nbqtervn-tinsi, tt sle "c *fonn" wam occupied, evidemt-
~"'' y the same animal. for two years, at the end ipf,

IC(X .fl.that time the o<cupant was gathered into the
like the weasel i s banqurt-hailtif a great horned nwl. The I"form'

wecral evoliitionary lias uîever bweti uccupied silice that tîime: so we may
have experienced 'owcî udec amc aniumal hadil-,. favourite place of

bherwonder f tl pro- rest in that s'obt ftr two vears. WVhen captured by
usion because these the owl it wa-z fre«hiig upon twigx of a yellow bÏreh
their fur with thet'jhin a few vards of itls home.
vinter and brownisb To be a place ()f safrtv the 'forn" of the hare
rcorrespnds and 11,11,qbc e lmid with 4oine isngenitv.. The number
The hart 15 niost of its eticiiies i's 'so great that rnany preCalftiains to

ýar as weapc>ns of ensure safrt%- nust lw ouîiiidered. There Should b.
ýed. They howevtr çtlfficielit c<'ycr (overlwcad Io serve as proeci
f the agriculturist. against tlic keen evecs tuf the hawk% and owls-. Thy
and trample down mnust s-elect a place wlîere.they eait guard their back
when they tat the tracks, to osreany carnivorous aninuls tha
,t they are regarded nay bc followilng tibei. andi aI the proper time s4i
consists of grasses noiselesslv f romi their hiding-place and fift vwitt
ier. but in winter great speet f romi the impending danger. If puir-

igs, butis and barks sued by a fox or lynx thrir powers of speed ane
1 trees. Their diet taxed to the- utmot. h ki only when they have a
ed, it would appear. chance to dotige about in thick cover that they uni
is bas always been escape these enemies.

A hart will often start out upon short irm"ao
he summer nonths. and travel' several mildes across country, perbapa to
or three litters maY escape enemies, to seek pa stures new, or in searda
na single season. of miates. In sunier hares are often attad4by, a

ise a litter. These parasite, locally known as the big blue toun, oqr
ra few ýweeks and rabbit louse. They are often killed by the. attadoe
Ives. of these insects,' which are so numerous tha at
which serve'ýas a times the hart is hall covered with them. Thms

res and others that saine blue lice also prey upon squirreis and omme.
tens. On différent Thiree instances have corne tn my notice mins

startled while feed- neighbourhoo<J of chiltiren having thest veu
thump, upon the upon them. Tht insects were discovered mmon itar

the first few jumps beginning to bite. but %o tenaciously did they cling
ten theY have been to their victims that they had to beremved.wlth
Aras a sure sign that a knife. This will serve, to 'show boy diduit a
hin hearing of this matier il 'wouild be for the smaller animalâ to fià
etheir only methoti thetnselves of these pests.
tir fellows. Their We have only ont species of hart ini the Maritiiue
squeak. Provinces, and it is commonly known as the tabblt

mal in their move- Somewliere iin an article written upon the lyamiw
sporting with their there is a statement that the "cotton-tailO "kbbt
Artîl protected spot, tht chief food of these animais. This. statuno
1with surrounding would cau~se many readers. unacquainted with 0ow
te "forin,» the naine fauna, to believe that -the «"cottonmtal". iss-MUw
hares sit, is occupied here, which is a great mistake, it being hndIpoMs
-h has corne under to the south and 'west of this onr.~wIi

r


