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The line is,
“And all the air a solemn stillness holds.”
The feel the

music of its rhythm and alliteration and assonance, and

It is a grand line. dullest ear must

the most careless eve and brain readily takes in the

general meaning. To determine the precise meaning

there are two points that chietly need examining. One

‘18 a8 to how far the members of the sentence are out of

their usual prose places. Is it “all the air  that has
been moved from rear to front, or is it only “holds”
that has heen displaced 1 The

inversion common in English poetry of all ages.
former is not so common.

latter 1s a
The
But perhaps investigation
might show that it is not uncommon in our older poetry,
and a careful study of Gray might bring out the fact
that he was rather fond of it.

Then there is the meaning of “holds.”
Gray use the word in other passages !
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line will no
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as to wish to commit grammatical analyv<is upon it.
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“The star that bids the shepherd fold,
Now the top of heaven doth hold.”
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Two other of these b latend quenres refer to T«-nn_\‘um's
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The throne of Indian Cama slowly sailed,
A summer fann'd with spice

“Who was Indian Cama!

i

Almost anv of the onlinary books of reference will

supply the usual few er sp= of information about the
’llh*ifi (‘H!‘i’fi. i‘v‘if ;"." E‘J-i }n”f!a‘r b-' ‘u-vk-ii fnr und!‘t
the letter K The K fashion was not so much to the

fore when The Palace of Art was written as it is now.
By and by when we want to learn something about the
great stoic, or the great dictator, or the great orator,

we shall ;-rnimhl_\ have to Jook up Kato or Kasar or
Kik('r(L
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RS Xt ery hour is saved
From that eternal silence something more,
A‘bringer of new things.”

[l yases.

“What is the subject of ‘is saved?” And the prose
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The subject of i« saved!”™  Isn't it “every hour!”
In the slang of the analvsis books there used to be

and perhaps there s vet a “logical subject” and a

“grammatical subjeet Which of these “every hour”

15 I'm not sure that | know, and as this is written at

home T have no present means of finding out, but for
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ready-made from an “.ition with notes."”

‘“ Each hour
spent in activity is somcthing saved from the silence of
the grave: nay, it is omething more than that, since it
brings with it new ¢xperiences.”  If a pupil of mine




