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U. C. M. CONVENTION (Continued).

asyllllgalfda};utcl;lergfore see that it would be desirable that
et r1ye'rs a uniform policy shou.lq prevail and

onditions by the three authorities would be
of great advantage to prospective users. Possibly, how-
ever, I had better not keep you on difficult cases and ex-
pose preferably what is done in other rivers where only
one Government has charge. {

I stated a minute ago that the rivers were divided into
two classes: navigable and non-navigable. The beds of
non-navigable rivers are either private property or form
part of the public domain. Before 1884 the Provincial
Government used to grant land lots bordering rivers with-
gut any special reserve in regard to the water rights ad-
joining these lots; it followed that when a settler had ob-
tained his letters-patent, he became ipso facto proprietor
of half the adjoining stream. In consequence a good many
water falls have thus passed into private property and
were developed at an early date. In 1884, owing to dis-
putes for water rights, the Government became aware of
the value of water-powers and a law was passed creating
a reserve in favour of the Crown three chains in width
(about 200 feet) along all non-navigable rivers. ;

The result was that, remaining since that date riparian
owner, the Crown retained all rights in the bed streams,
and its leases on such rivers do away with many former
troubles.

May I now give you
ment leases:

Originally, i.e.,
for practically a nominal su
thirty years later or about
conditions were imposed an
deal. Such was the case of t
sold for $60,000, with the obliga’
within a few years.

Then about 1909 the prin
began to be applied and sinc
adopted almost to the exclusion of sales.

I do not know whether emphyteusis is well known out-
side of the Province of Quebec and I beg to explain what
it means in a few words: it is a contract by which the
proprietor of an immoveable, conveys it for a time to
another, which cannot be shorter than 9 years nor longer
than 99 years, the lessee subjecting himself to make improve-
ments, to pay the lessor an annual rental and to such other
charges as may be agreed upon, etc. You will note that
this sort of lease differs from other leases by the fact that
the lessee (provided he fulfills his obligations) becomes the
real proprietor of the object conveyed for all intents and
purposes; he can sell or mortgage the property, and do
all improvements he wishes.

At the end of the lease the lessor takes back the property,

ell as the buildings thereon, and may then enjoy all
less he wishes to renew his con-

a short account of these Govern-

about 1867 the sites were sold outright
m as mill sites. Then some
1897 somewhat more severe
d prices were raised a great
he great Shawinigan falls,
tion of spending $3,000,000

ciple of the emphyteutic lease
e that time has been generally

as w
the improvements made un
tract.

I shall not say mo

may be found in the
Such has been the policy adopted by the Quebec Gov-

ernment for the last ten years and the public seems to
have taken to it. Rentals from those leases have been
growing from year to year. In 1914 they amounted fo
$10,000; they reached $72,000 in the Jast fiscal year.

There is also another important source of revenue de-
rived from rivers; it is the so called stored water. There
are several regulating reservoirs in the Province. The
first ones were built by the Public Works Department in
the upper Ottawa, at the foot of Lake Temiscamingue; at

and at the two outlets of

the foot of Lake des Quinze;

Lake Kipawa. The others were built by the Quebec
Streams Commission at the headquarters of the St.
Maurice; at the outlet of Lake St. Francois; and a smaller
one on the Ste. Anne de Beaupre river. !

The St. Maurice river reservoir—which has lately been
named the Gouin Reservoir—is by far the largest of all.
In fact it stores more water than is done by the Assuan
dam built by the Imperial Government on the Nile. So
far it has permitted the Commission to double the minimum
flow of the St. Maurice, in accordance with its contract
with the mill owners; and T have reasons to believe that it
will be possible to substantially increase this proportion.

The project has cost about $2,500,000 including various

re about emphyteusis as full details
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accessm‘”y works such as a hydro-electric plant capable of
developll’}g 1,000 H.P.: a railroad twenty miles in length
etc. This reservoir is at present yielding a revenue of
$191,000 per annum from the only three companies using it

After .sul')stracting interest on the capital and an annuit :
for a smk.lng fund to redeem our bonds in thirty ye :
W(;fhad this year a net profit of about $25,000 b

you will bear in mind that there still
! are still man i

a’?d f.alls available on the river, and that several ifriﬁ;ds
;ivxll likely be developed in the course of the next ten :n
fteen years, you may see that the proposition is a g
one both to the Government and the water users B

The method adopted to colle ;

> 4 [ ct the revenue
ture conS{deratlon, was finally based on the h;:)rzzt-i:‘os:/na-
y:ea,r. This expression needs a word of explanation eAr-
.you knmfv, the minimum flow occurs in the fall and ;,gairbl
1Sr(1mtlhe wmttc;r months. The reservoir is consequently closed
e months in the year and i

riiste on_ly opened in times of

The water given out in those dry months is the
culated as though it was evenly distributed thr il
the year; by a simple calculation it is then comver?udgh‘out
horse-'power according to the head at each powereh i
Such is at present the policy of the Government a i
water-power and storage reservoirs. gy

I have not said much about the undeveloped t
pow.ers of Quebec for the reason that I have tre tv:ia oy
subject already in a little booklet entitled: “Wate:'1 “aotony
of the Province of Quebec,” which was pr:inted in -111))(;W6rs
t}.xe ]'Departmem. of Lands and Forests and which '7 o
distributed free to anybody applying for it 50 S

Permit me to sum up the sit i

; 1 uation by sayin

Province of Quebec is notoriously well providefi wgit}tlh\it i
powers but that most falls are not of great height e

ablli s::‘(::lg(; a(lso be5 ogserved that the sites where consider
] over 50,000 H.P.) can be .
produced, and
:vnatt‘ural state,.an‘e remarkably situated for supplyifxguni;n
'ztm s of the principal cities. Thus, for the vicinity of the
;:;ay ot‘f Ott'awa}, w.e find the Chats falls, in which a gentlee
g rt1ho, this clty.xs very much interested, and other rapid-
Zn e Ottawix river; -for Montreal, besides the sources oi‘
= (:rgy now in use, the rapids of the St. Lawrence at
m0 elau, I'Jes Cédres,'and also the Sault-Saint-Louis (cor:
QS:bic c;x}led I;achme Rapids); for Trois-Riviéres am_i
i water-powers of the river St. Mauri

> ice -

lated b3f the.la.rgest reservoir in Canada, for the Sa’g;eru
iﬁgeSh;c;utlimlstregion, the rapids of the Grand Déchargg
0 ake . John; lastly, for the Lower .

ohn ; i St. Lawrenc
the falls of the Manicouagan and of the river Aux Outa(:;;:’

The south shore of the St. L i

; . . Lawrence is not so we -

;u;ie(;i, but it may be said that for the more denselyup(l;)r\(:

sat ed regions, .that is to say, the Eastern Townships Izh-
. Francois river, which is regulated, will suffice f ity

demand, for a good many years. gge

The advantages of the lake Sain i
ticularls.f those of the Grande Décha.trgJeeasxlto!l.lelfi“l)oz :nd, i
emphasx'zed. The natural conditions there are r‘emSpeciany
the available undeveloped power is enormous: oc i
gation is possible almost as far as the spot wh’ere :l?n ki
could be erected; there is no lack of labour and b
connects the district with Quebec and Mont i o
as a steamer line. e g o

| Lastly, we would say that the
mission, acting under the jurisdict(i‘?)lrlxebjf tskf;ea}?ms Cor.n-
Governme{ut, has taken in hand the improving of :X?Vir'ml’al
raent of rivers on which industries are established &ttt
advantages are anticipated from this policy and e . Gr.eat
ter'xds to show that, within the next decade theverythmg
th:ﬁhl;o(;y wti}l produce all the good results exﬁectedvgfgrl; ‘;)tr
uestion of public ownership i :
for? t_hese days. I do not think h;)w:asve:elif irsnuc?th:o e
jurisdiction to discuss this matter here although? sl
th?,t the Government has already made grants tmay s
tain municipality on the general policy outline:i) i
So far as I know this has been found satisfacto: e
towns’ people concerned and no other speci it s
iy al favour has

I thank you Gentlémen for the ki

: s s ind attention

given to my remarks and would be pleased to furs;xoi:hhave

ggivateliy antyh further detail that you might wish to obtszr;;‘r:
ncerning e water-po

il powers situation in the Province of



