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municip.alities. Many years ago we. had ob 1tained,
after 'bitter figlits before iParliament .against al
kinds of franchise companiesand ail kinds of char-
ter sharks, the adoption of certain "standard
clauses" which are inserted in every new charter
of electrie liglit and telephone companies, and which.
are carefully worded to impose t 'he necessity of
municipal consent before the erection of poles or
wires iu, under over, or along any highway, square
or -public place, and the consent must be imposed
by by-law and be upon the terms and conditions

stated in the by-law.
We have had the greatest trouble with the Senate

during the past Session over the question, a strong
group of Senators having isisted on strikintg ont the
expression of municipal consent by by-law. If this
deletion werc permitted it wvonld bring us back to
the clays of which we once had experienice, when any.
kcind of a nod or a wink by anybody around the City
Hall, or even a silence, was interPreted as a suffi-
cient consent. Our municipal delegations dur!ngthe year, have, however, revived their old fighting
spirit, and by appeals to the Governmnent and the
flouse of Commons have so far preveutedi the will of
these Senators fromn prevailing, and the flouse of
Cominons seains disposed, as a whole, to stand
by us and by popular riglits in the matter. Siniilar,
action was attempted by the sanie Senators in ehang-ing the definition of "Lands" in1 the Act to înelude
iu it " casements ", the effecet of which would be very
troublesoine and injurions in expropriations in cities'
and towns', and to soine extent in villages. The
action of the Execvtive in eombatively opposing
these changes ouglit f~o be now 9upported. by an emi-
phatie resolution of the present conlventioni, so that
Wlien the iRailway Act comes up again next Session
we may be able to renew thc figlit with the support
of sucd an ixnqualified backing, and if dnring the
year, tIe cities' and towns' and Provincial Unions
are called upon by telegraun or letter froni the Union
Flxecutîve for special action, they will understand
how serions the cail is, Aniother leading item con-
niceted with the ftailway Aet is the niatter of the
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begun to produce beneficial resuits in the finances
of the Quebee muicipalities. We hope that the sus-pended promise of Ontario in the same direction inayripen without further delay. During the year theUnion was represented at most of the Conventions ofthe principal Unions, as well as of the National
Municipal League of the United States and of theLeague of Minnesota Municipalities, and lias keptin toueh with ail international municipal associa-
tions in so far as permitted by the War. We are,glad to feel that the present Convention meets inconjunction wîth the City Improvement League ofCanada, and to have with us that eminent authorityon Town Planning, Mr. Thomas Adamis, of the Com-mission of Conservation of Canada. We feel that-Mr. Adams and his work will be valued in our Westin the full measure of lis, knowedge and faine, -andwe hope that hîs views will be everywhere songhtafter and leave their beneficial mark in our institu-tions. Our organ, the Canadian Municipal Journal,
wiil make a separate report. 1 scarcely need totestify' of the good work it lias doue during the yearunder the able editorship of Mr. Frederick Wright.The -finances of the Union have been somewhatslender,, but in War times one must be satisfied witha little, less money than usual, as well as a littie Iess
food.

On the whole we ought to feel satisfied that themunicipal situation is as good as it is, and that theability of our municipal authorities and the goodsense of our citizens have been able to meet ailnecessary deinands. *Whatever we do, we must keepthe fires of our patriotisin burning in their full heatand brightness, and our hearts and energies turned
nip to the heroie spirit of our unconquerable army iuthe field,-the glory and the hope of Canada.

The, Parliamentary Report, which appears on page293, was then presented.
Thi8 cloed the mornimn


