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Mobilization of British Columbia Industry for War

Bfoduction of Ammunition and Other Munitions Deter-
Mmining Factor in this War—Necessity of Employing
Every Factory for its Output—Where British Colum-
bia Factories Could Help.

When the war broke out a year ago it was generally
*Upposed that it would be short, sharp and decisive. Fin-
UCiers were saying that Germany could not stand a pro-
Ofged struggle, and that she must collapse from financial
Khaustion within a compara-
Vely short time. A year has

the war started, was the second country in the production
of iron and steel in the world, the United States being first.
That production was so adjusted that within a very short
period the whole could be turned into the making of muni-
tions of war. This was the jump, so to speak, that Ger-
many had on the Allies. Within twenty days of the out-
break of war the large blast furnace capacity and steel-

.making capacity, together with what ammunition factories

Belgium possessed, were in the hands of the enemy and in
a short time were turning out
munitions for the enemy.

Passed and all over the British
Mpire consecration meetings
€re held for the purpose of

See{ng the Empire through to
Victorious close. All during

tha? year the purpose of the

Alljeg has been to hold the

Semy, and prepare for an

Dlensive, The Dual Alliance
a5 given the only determined

?ﬁeﬂSiVe, and although held on
B8 western line have made
UComfortable and serious ad-
ances on the eastern line,

Where 54 present writing they
O not appear to have been

Stayeq,

i During this year of con-

l.lc'E ldeas of war have been

tlidlcally changed. The rifle in
se_hands of the individual
o.ld_ler is no longer a deter-
WNing factor except for pur-
9Ses of assault. The machine
fga IS rapidly replacing it. In
ct t}}e position of infantry as

. giving way to the ar-

ry. The offensive weapon

en =
fare 't System of trench war

MOBILIZATION OF B. C. INDUSTRY
FOR WAR.

INSURANCE IN BRITISH COLUMBIA FOR
1914,

LIFE, FIRE AND MISCELLANEOUS INSUR-
ANCE STATISTICS.

FORESTRY RETURNS FOR JULY.

RECENT ANNUAL REPORTS.

MINING THROUGHOUT BRITISH COLUMBIA.

Within sixty days from
the outbreak of war Germany
was in possession of 80 per
cent. of the coal producing
area of France, of 75 per cent.
of the blast furnace capacity
of France, and 65 per cent. of
the steel-making capacity of
France. All these coal mines
and iron and steel factories
could not have been so crippled
that an ingenious people, such
as the Germans are, could not
repair and bring them into pro-
duction. The handicap which
France is laboring under is
manifest, yet she was produc-
ing up to last May more muni-
tions than all the other Allies
together.

The political explosion last
June in England has worked
wonders; yet at this writing it
is doubtful if the armament
and ammunition capacity of
the Allies totals the output of
the German factories or those

under their control. The handi-
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& to-day is the high-powered, INSURANCE, MUNICIPAL, LUMBER, cap is being overcome under
'8h-explosive shell gun after MINING AND OTHER IN- the mobilization of industry in
th Iboh 1ttern awd the FORMATION. Britain, but the mobilization
Cayy siege gun Under: the of the industry of the British
pres 3

Empire has not been effected,

eﬂicai;?n shrapnel has lost its
ar It is asserted that the British Empire has now under
Wl?ls’ feady to fight or in training, nearly four million men.

'th the male population of France in the army or in the
apclition factories and the huge population of Russia that
mieil.available if they could be equipped, and Italy with a
of . 00 and a half men trained and equipped, the problem

Soldiers is not so serious as is constantly asserted.
fory,. ¢ do not know the real reason for the failure of the
Saf ard movement in May last to materialize, but a falrly
me.. “ONjecture would be that it was not due to a lack of
. trained and ready, but to the lack of munitions of war
S and ammunition.

hat is the situation in Germany? Germany, before

and it is essential that it should

be mobilized at the earliest
possible date. We are in the midst of a prolonged war, in-
calculably costly in blood and wealth. It can and must end
in only one way, by giving our soldiers guns and ammuni-
tion in such quantities that a perpetual bombardment can
be kept on all positions of the enemy until they are de-
stroyed. The duration of the war will be determined by
the quantity of munitions that is belched forth upon the
enemy until they are conquered.

As part of the British Empire in the mobilization of
industry the Dominion is doing no small part, but the Dom-
inion has by no means reached the capacity of her factories
for turning out shells and other munitions, and very little
has been done in extending those facilities. There are yet



