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leito riais.
MOCK PARLIAMENT.

W E hear again some discussion of a nock parliament. That sucli a sub-jec coiesup li-ostevery session denotes that niany of the studentsrecogiize the value of practise in debating, and arec anxious to perfect themn-selves ini that art. Wvhilc the'nmeetings of the A. IM. S. afford the mien a first-class opportunity of informing thelmselves as to parliaJnextary procedure,yet it is rightly feit that the discussionis of niatters affecting the interests andprosperity of that society should bc carried on in a more serious and ýthouglit-fui way than is gencrally done in a mnock-parliaîiieît. The latter has a placefor impromptu speaking; and no intercst is affected by the division on thequestion discussed. If the matters deait withi by the A. M. S. were not care-fully considered before they are broughit up, tliey would flot corne to as ration-
ai an issue as they now do; and as tlîey arc carefully considered beforehand,
there is small rooin for debate. Nýox, it is evideîîtly feit that set debates,
either in year meetings or in the Political Science Club or before the A. M. S.,do flot altogether mneet the requirements of the case as regards the training
of men in the art of expressing their thoughits clearly, definitely and in asright form as- possible. The ideal rnock parliamnent would mneet those re-
quirements; but we believe it lias been clearly enougli proved that its machin-
ery is too cumbersome and our time too fully occupied already to make such
a feature possible in Queen's. But there is another sort of debate that miglit
lie tried, and perhaps as successfully as ini some American and English col-
leges. This debates involves two leaders, ecd with a following of, say, ten
mnen. The leaders have five minutes ecd, and generally speak last. Their
colleagues are allowcd two minutes ecd, and niay speak in any order, and
u'pon any point affecting thc niatters at issue, wiich should be some subject
of public interest. The arguments are weighed by three judges. The whole
debate would thus occupy about an houir, twenty-two men instead Of four
have taken part in it, eaci man have had tinie enougli to mnlake hus point clear.
It teaches the debaters the art of saying mucli in snmall compass, and the


