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CORRESPONDENCE.

TrIIE PROBLE3I 0F 111611 SCIIOOL EDUCATION IN ONTARIO.

To te b dit or o'Tub,': \EEK
.Sî,-Will you allow me space in your popular jotir-

nal to refer to an interesting article on education in
Trip WEEýK Of JuIlitlî, in which you suggest the feas-
ihility of establi3hing a Il national " system of education
by subtituting the study of science for the study of
Greek ? Now, sir, if you consider that of the haif million
of pupils in the public achools of the Province, only four
in every hundred wilI ultimatoly ho found ini the high
schools, you will seeCthat your proposed science training,
will nlot 1w hroughit to bcar on vory many of thoso who
occupy thenîselves with lumbering, ishing, mining, or
agriculture. Again, if you consider that of the eighteen
thousand pupils in the high schools of the Province, only
seven out of every hundred are studying Greok, you will
see that such a substitution as yoti propose will not
increase miaterially the number of pupils sttudying science.
In fact Greel< is optional in Ontario both for depart-
mental exantinations and for u niversity matriculation.
Whatever evils, therefore, the negclect of Greek may be
responsilîle for, tho study of it can not ho made answer-
able for the prevalent depression of industry and agricul-
ture. \Vith yotir permission, sir~, 1 will state the problein
of high sehool edncation in Ontario as it appears teonie,
and suggest a solution.

The end and airn of education is to make good citizens
-good inorally, intellectually and physically. State edu-
cation miust bo of universai application ; that iii to say, it
mnust ho adanted for ail alike. 1It cannot, therefore, as you
propose, have I reforence to the probable future calling"
of any of those for whoin it is intended without discrimii-
nating unifairly againist ail the rest. To consider, then,
the rtleta side, what is th-.t education which is
adapted to ail the citizens of Ontario aliko '? As to the
best forin of primary education, ail are pretty well agree(l
that it sbould consistinîainiy of the threo R's, thongli
even here there are rumblings of discontent which seemi
to 4how it the third etudd as it is, into algebra
and geýoiiilery-receives an îînduo, amoutit of attention.
Tlîw motive at titis stage is ittilitariant ; no Statoe an
atl'ord Co have (itizens who cannot '' read and write and
cftst aceounits."

\Vîth regard, also, to university edu.oation, there iis a
pretty Lenoral agreemnent that the curriculum should cover
tho whole field of knowledge, andi Chat it shoult afinî at
extending 8cientific truth, and at imparting that acquaintf-
ance with I ail the best that lias been said andi donc '' in
tho history of the race, which constitutes culture.

It i ofly when the hcst forni of secondary or higli
school eltieaion cones up for discussion, that serions con-
troverhy arises. No atteropt is matie to sbape our high
scbool <ducation in the interest of any partieular chl4.4 or
cal ling, unles, indeod, it is ini the interest of the future
busine.ss imii hvthe introduction of tho so-calleti commer-
cial subject.4, none of wbich, bowever, is compulsory. IL
is, 1 thirik, generally concodeti tliat the function of the
bigb Hehool is the promotion of national culture. Tholî
main point at issue is, what are the proper subjects of
liberal study for our high school course ? 'l'lic ditliculty is
siimply one of selection. There are tbreo sujects, or
groups of subjects, wbich the experience of ed,,cational
experts bias admittedl into tho hfigh school curriculum.
'[hesHe arc literature (with bistory), mathemnatios and sci-
onice. Other sub jectp have been added, such as book-
keepitig, phionography, type-writing, telegraphy, etc., which
do not fal under discussion, not being strictly educational,
and being of value inainly te the future business man.
But of the threo subjects trientioned above-literature,
mathematics and science-as constitnting the stapie of the
high school curriculum, each one may be regarded as of
higb educatidnal value. No further proof of this is requireti
Cban the fact that each bas so many enthusiastic advocates.
8hahl, then, ail tbree ho taught to ail the pupils of our high
sehoolsH No culture Chat is worthy of the nirme can alforti
te ignore any one of thein. How inucb, thon, of ecdi shal
bo tauight h That will depend upon a pupil's intellectual
aptitude. Sotte pupils have ant aptitude for literaturo,
soute for mathematics andi soute for science. Should not
eachbch allowed to follow bis bout? But how can Chat
hient be deterrnined î By means of ant elementary course
in ail three sut)'jects, which shalho one and the saine for

,il pupiis alike. li this way, pupils with an aptitude for
literature imay ho separated front pupils with an aptitude
for science, and pupils with an aptitude for science from
pupilg with an aptitudo for literature, and each pupîl
allowed and enabled te follow bis special bient in a higher
course provitiet for pupils with bis special hent. The
question of what literature should ho reati in the elemen-
tary course is only a question of dotail. English would
naturally forai the staplo of it, with a littie Latin to lend
accuracy to the study of Englisb. The natural extension
of the literatitre course would ho into French and Gerroan
literatturo, anti its natural culmination the immortal lit-
erature of Greece. Such a bifurcation of the curriculum
is more reasonable and symmetrical than our presont one
into ancient andi modern literature. Literature is one and
undivided ; wby shoulti it hocimade as a houso divideti
against itself h In the study of the great master-pieces of
the literature of the past, we build our bopes for the liter-
ature of the future. From the witie and general stutiy of

literaturo wo may look for the development, b imen, cf a
national literature. JFirîi~t

Q ueen's Uni versity, Kiingsloni.

[The words Il Greek '" and " Science" were useti cpi-
graminatically and generically in the article referreti to:
the one as typîcal and represontative of a cosmopolitical
education-Prof. Freenian's essay referrod to was entitled
IlCompulsory Greek "; the other as typical anti represent-
ative of a national education as suited to a country in
which material success is an important ain.-fjAcTINo BD.

TFI L TE BISIIOP OF DUIIIX AND THE AUTHOR 0F
"SU 'ERtNATUtAL [RELIGIO."

To ilie 'Editor of TUE WEEK:
Sit-tseomns to me that I have twico seen in TUEF

WEEIC references to the late Bishop of Durham's reply to
the author of " Supernatural Religion " as something
altogether crnsiing. Just how long ago the first occasion
was, or wbo was responsible for the observation, 1 cannot
romember. 1 have, howover, before me at this moment
"Gl G. 's " notice of current theological literature in this
week's numbor, where mention is madie of " the fate "
tîjat overtook the author of "Supornatumal Religion"
.when the Ilredoubtable bisbtop " took hlm in hand. Now
wbat 1 beg beave to say is, that ail comptent critics do
not conider that the author in question suffereti much at
the Bishop's bands. Let me quote fron the important
work of Profossor Pfloiderer, of Berlin, lately publisbcd in
Englatid, under the titie of Il Developmnent of Tbeology in
Germany since Kant, and its Progress in England sinco

"The answer which Lightfoot, the lato Bi-'lop of Dur-
bain, o1freed in the naine of ortbodoxy iii a series of
article~s in the Contfroqo>-oarq iicvieî,,, su bsequently pub-
lisihet as a book, i4 extraordiniarily weak. fnstead of
calmily surendering the outwomks and establishing the
dlaim of thic Obrîstian religion to be a rovelation (whicb
was the point called in it(quetion) by an appeal te its
spiritual nature andl its position in the whole, course of
history, by wbicbnineans the solely negative standpoint of
the author of ' Supernatural Rteligion ' would have been
tiuccessfully impugneti, the short-sigbted scholar found
notbing better to do than to submit the amthor's examin-
ation of references in the Latbers to the Gospels to petty
criticismn ; wbile, even if aIl the Iishop's ileductions were
correct, the general result of the author's enquiries would
not be ini any way altemeti. t is not surprlsing that, in
bis reply to Bisbiop Ligbrtfoot, which bas reccntly appeared,
the autimor not only adheres to bis historical positions as
not tîpset, but also repeats bis negative conclusions in a
foini of more pronounced antagonism. For bis refutation,
it needeti other means than Bishop Lightfoot had at bis
commîand ; it required a free, profounti and far-seeing
phibosophical andi bistorical defence of Cbristianity, as the
gowingly perfect sîtage of theý religious developmnent of
hunîanity." Page 397.

WVhen opinions as to tbo argumentative value of Bishop
Lightfoot's work are being quoteti the verdict, Il extra-
ordiinarily weak," pronounceti hy so learneti a critie as
Profemsor Pfleiderer, certainly doserves consideration.

W. D. LrSuEurt.

ilUSIC AND THE I)RA MA.

SEitRAr atterrfipts te atiapt <'Lorna Donne" for the
Englisli stage baving faileti, Mm. Blackmnoro is himiself
goiug to try anti put bis famous story into a four-act play.

NEMOTIA'rîoNs arc in pmogmess betwoen Mrs. Langtry
and George Keogh in regard to ber roappearance in
America the season after next. Lt is not yot certain
whetbhr she will corne.

Mit. HENity JAMES' I"Amemican," which bas been suc-
cessfully producoti as a play at Soutbport, Englauti, is to
1)0 brougbht beforo the London public on September 26.
Miss Elizabeth Robins, who bas donc so well in Il Hetita
Gabier," will play the leatiing female part-The' Critic.

Tiur engagement of Albani with Messrs. Abbey anti
Grau's French and Italian Grand Opera is now positively
settieti. After ber engagement in the opera Albani will
appear in concerts anti oratorio throughout the UJnited
States anti Canada, under the management of Mr. L. M.
iRuben.

AvýýoNo the novelties anti important works of the coming
Birmingham Triennial Festival are Dvor-àk's new "lRequiem
Mass," Prof. Villiers Stanforti's dramatic oratorio Il Eden,"
Dm. Mackenizio's Il Vori, Creator Spiritus," Bach's Passion
Music I"St. Mattbow," Bolioz's "Faust," anti Dr. Parry's

Blest Pair of Sirons."
Miss KATE SANTLEY'9 Gaiety troupe's performance of

"F~aust Up To Date " tees net please the Berlin people,
wbo probably are mot bappy at seeing Gocthe's womk bur-
lesqueti. IlIn Lontion," writes the censor of one journal,
&where they eat roast beef anti plum pudding, the success

of the piece may ho acceunted for; but bore in Berlin
everything that mav bave exciteti laughter on the other
side of the Channel is unintelligible ; anti as for tlie music
of tbis opera, considerations of coutesy impose silence on
the critic." So now we untierstanti how much the success
of the piece owes te our roast beef anti plum pudding !-
Mlu8jcal News.t

NOTHING coulti illustrate more strikingly tIhetiiff, rence
in taste existing between Aitnerican anti English audience,
than the manner in wbicb "lA Nigbt's Frolic," r
Edouin's latest venture, bas been receiveti bore [London]
anti in the States. Even in Boston, wbich dlaims te be
the intelloctual Ilhub " of the universe,' tbe piece hal
onjoyeti the exceptionally long run of sevon weeks to
cmowieti bouses-a circumstance refermeti to by the local
press as "lan intelligent tribute to an Anierican plaYwrigbt
anti to an artist (Miss Helen Barry) wlio bas stirroundeti
berself witb a first-class company." Encoumageti by the
success, Miss Rose Cogblan is about to produicc i n e*
York another adaptation of the German original, while
four different authors are angrily disputing for the honour
of having written the version now being lyd' h

0tad f serions work, however, the Ne w York puhliC
bas sbown itself of recent tinies peculiarly intoîerant, and
plays wbich bave eceiveti the stanîp of public appr,,o
bore bave faileti altogethor to secume the favour of Play.
goers on the other sitie of tho Atlantic. But nOWth
current seems te ho setting, althoughi slowly, miote
anti more satisfaètory direction. The niovement IUSY P0

sibly aise reccive assistance from an unexpecteti quarter>
for, says the Dramaic klirror, " it is wbispered tist
Mr. Henry lrving's visit to theso shiores tis sumolner
net merely for pleasure, but withî a view to canvassing thi
desirability of another Anierican tour. Let it ho hoPed
devoutly that rumtour is correct in thi4 instSflCe.NI,.
lmving's engagements always exercise a salîîtamy effe0t OPn
public taste in this country." No biglier <0illplnen
conîti, in truth, be paiti to the enormouls inf1ueie'c W
Mm. Imving, by bis energy, skill andilliitY, lias galOOt
wherevem Englîsh plays are perfommed.-81. J<vi"S(ast.

OUR LIBRA IY1 TABLE'.

COMEDIES Or ALIlFzO DE MUSSETi. 'lraiislati'd 5"n
E ditet, w ith an i tr ud i , by S. L. G4'w y îîhî. L o
don anti New York : Walter Scott. 'F1'camelot

Sorios, editeti by Ernest Jilys.).,1e
In a wontierful passage, sncbi as only that litiriît%M "Uîdmaster of a certain style of liquiti EnglisllI prose dO

write, at the comnmencement ot orie of the chaptersf
"The Sevon Lanips of Architecture," the clt:il)tti' 1 nftOltlY1

entitîct Il"The Lamp of Mcmiory' M ýr. i<isilpolO0

out that it is the memiory or association (of 1111,1:1f
that lentis one of the niost poxverful anti,30't''
charms to natural sconemy ; eliminate the burmar intr
anti the scene is depriveti of a c-citain stron"l11
factor-. Se it is with a translation. AIbout al Ntu
there clings a memory, an association, a liistory,0a r lm
human intorest ; translate those words intOo tr
guage, at once the chammi is bi-oken, sonîething lis ~tn
In the original there was a bij'deýýn andi a suhîtte.force, lie
atmospbierc unseen but felt, an untieîlyimîg ,ileaf1î U
vealeti by the languago as languiage, bunt still , .st omd
recognizedti tough intietinablo-. Andi the witera
knows bcst how to utiliz, this inltamil)e antid <lc
thougb powerfuii ingredient is the writer giftd bigh bc"V
bis fellows. Thbis tbought is strongly borne ini upoli 01001
reading these translations of four exqnîismte uid a
Alfred (de Musset. What tbey ]oe in tmamslatiOu in-
per-baps best ho comprebendeti if one finainîsa (ad
wbicb the flowems are coourless anti scentles4 tlho forl'
are tiere, but the ligbt anti the scout mre gOilO. il
there are se many to wbom Alfredi ti Musset'8 gardon
a hortus icî uthat tbanks tare (due te r. S.
Gwynn for throwing open the gates, so thît thonigh reld
ors of French loso notbiog, reatiers of Euglish olY
mucb. The four comedies tranislatcti aroe"Ilar bOrîi j

"Fantasie," Il On ne badline pas avec l'Amour," aniIr
faut qu 'une Porte Soit ouverte ou feýrmée," ant
Gwynn's renderiug of tbem is admirable., To0vcry 0a'
reatiers this little collection will he a great hoo n, ,aFrntih
can only hope that net only will this fascinating .rthe
auther ho hrougbt hy the Camelot Seri os wth'i thy
répcertoir-e of lovers of belles lettres (in the peciar
appropriate Significations of that adjective anti that 11011
but others aise of bis coutemporaries in one of the m110
intcrosting phases of French iterary fervour.

ISAAC- AND JACOB :TuEntR LivEs ANI) TnIS. -'~y caou]
Rawlinsoil. New York : Anson adph d

pany. popO t

A fsinhsstioflt erofissuina forPOin
use the biographies of eminent persons, wbo have distk' b
guisheti themsolves in public life. The seist 1'
the present volume belongs bas been pmoje td by .ho
who tbink that the lives of the great Il Mon of the 3
shoulti ho founti as useful anti fascinating to thoitelous
reatier as the story of those who have won a cûn'P' t
place in the annals of socular history. They hello"0 - Il
the "lMon of the Bible "have as strong a clai m o 01 0ltlt
as the Il Mon of Letters," anti'l Men of Actiolli ," ed
whose history public notice bas of late been seo ftefl o
Canon Rawlinson, in this volume, gives us the et. Weil
Isaac anti Jacob, their lives anti timos. 1lis work Ilil
donce, anti tho lives of the two patiarcbs are illustraheg
with the ahundant matemials furnisheti by the re'earc' 1
of modern travellers, anti writers who have gî'e on c"
attention te te perioti . the i i ter

Yet, after ahl, the impression left on ter" hi
eading such a work is far boss viviti andi abiting W'e

tbat wbich il gaineti from the original Bible storY'


