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were sufficient. The facts brouglit to light by the rccent

financial commotion in England seema to show that they do

neot always enquire very ciosely into the character of the

indueements before investing in countries no nearer and

no better known than Canada. A smail part of the money

which the Dominion Government is a8ked to invest wouid

enable it, or the Ontario Government, to obtain full

and trustwortby examinations and reports by scientiic
experts, such as could hardly fail to induce capitaiists ini

any part of the world iooking for that kind of investment,
at Ieast to follow up the enquiry with a view to action.

Certainiy one condition precedent to giving the guarantee

required should be such enquiry as would satisfy the

Government that the proposed outlay of $ 150,000 is

really necessary to the success of the project. Further, it
would seem but reasonable that, should the country

assume the chief risk of the undertaking, it should, in

sonw shape or other, secure to the public a fair share of

the direct, as well as the indirect, rewards of success.

The smon of the whole matter, we should bc înclined to say

---and on this conclusion we believe al who understand

the situation will be pretty well1 agreed--is that no pains or

expense should be spared to secure, if possible, not only

the vigorous working of the Sudbury mines, but also the

manufacture of the ores either on the spot or in the

country, rather than the exportation of the crude material.
If the giving of the guarantee in question is the oniy

means, or the be8t means, by which this end cau be reached,

then let the guarantee be given by ail means. But Mr.
Ritchie can hardly expect his termis to be accepted until it
is very clear that no better arrangement can be made.

T HE Address in reply to Lieut.-Governor Royal's Speech
iopening the North-West Assembly isa singular

document. The majority of the memhers of the Assembly

are evidently of opinion that the customi of making the

Address in reply a mere echo of the sentiments of the

Speech is in their case better honoured in the breach than
in the observance. Two or three brief extracts will show

the kind of reply which, in their view, the occasion

demanded. Witness the following-

"Additions to our library were much needed. We
regi et, bowever, to say that somne few of the books recently
procured do not commend themselves to the Assembly as
usually founi in a legislative ibrary of the smiall propor-
tions which ours must necessarily be."

IlThe wel-boring operations of the year, while success-
fui in many instances, show a regrettable lack of success,
owing apparently to the management which has character-
ized their operation. Your Honour's Advisory Council
seem to need some assistance in making the best use of the
facilities at their disposai in this direction."

"lThe disregard for and violation of ail constitutional
rules, the infringemient upon the rights and privileges of
tbe Hbuse and usurpaticn of its prerogatives by its mem-
bers composing the Advisory Council, in our opinion
render those members unworthy of taking any part in
the business of the Assembiy. As the only means in our
power of vindicating in our case the common rights of
majorities in representative asseniblies, it is our duty to
refuse, ail legisation and motions offered by these members.",

We shall probably have to wait until tbe opening of

the Dominion Parliament te learn whcthcr and to what

extent the course of Lieut. -Governor Royal, in those mat-
ters which have brought himi and bis advisers into s0 pro-
nounced a conflict witb the representativo Assembly, lias

heen directed or approved by the Dominion Governiment.
As weý have before said, it is net improbable that Mr.
Royal's dlama of right to control, witb the assistance of

advisers chosen by himi.elf, the appropriation of the sub-
sidies voted by the Dominion Parliament may be in strict

accordance with the Act. Whether it is in accordance

with sound rpoicy is another question. But whatever may
be the tenor of the Lieut.-Governor's instructions it is bard
to believe that anything iess than a serious want of tact,

or of due respect to the opinions of the majority, could

have aroused so direct and seomingly bitter opposition froni

the greoat majority of the House. The struggle, whicbi, in

somne of its features, wili remind many of our eider readers

of incidents in the Ontario Legisature of half-a-century
ago, cani hardly fait to injure the progress and prospects of

the Territory. It is a serious question whether, in any
event, the usefulness of the present Lieut.-Governor is not

so far impaired that the bost interests of ail concerned
would be promoted by a change. The action of the

Dominion Goveriment wili be awaited with interest, net

only in the Trritory, but ail over the Dominion.

T HlE revelations in the O'Shea case, which was concluded
the other day in the London Divorce Court, came no

doubt as a painful surprise to the trusting frionds,whether

many or few, whose admiration of the groat abilities of
Mr. Parnell as a Party and Parliamentarian leader may
have led tbem to put the most charitable construction
upon his former lapses from rectitude, and the suspicion-

breeding mystery wbicb enveioped lis life. By ail such,
his confident assurances, or reported assurances, that ho
wouid come out of the ordeal with reputation unsuliied,
were accepted as sufficient. But there must have been many,
even among bis political friends, whose faith in the personal
honour of the astute Irish leader was so seriously shaken
by bis own evidence before the High Commission, that this
greater shock was scarcely needed to overthrow it. The
man who was shown, by bis owvn admission, to have
soleminly afflrmed a deliberate untruth, knowing it te be
such, on the flour of Parliament, could scarcely fait to a
lower level in the estimation of high-minded English-
men an(i Irishmen. The wonder has been how such could
continue, as they have doue, to toierate him as leader even

of the Irish members in the Coînmons. Though lie bas
now sent out the usual circular, suLnmoning bis followers
to be prompt in attendance abt rb, approaching session, aï
it was still bis place as acknowiedged leader to do, it eau,
scarcely ho doubted that ho will make baste to relieve the
strain of the situation, by tendering bis resignation as soon
as Parliament assembles. Nor can there be much hesita-
tion in accepting it, great as the loss of his really remark-
able talents wil hoto bis party. To retain a convicted,
and virtually a confessed, habituai adulterer, in the posi-
tion ho bas hitherto occupied, would be to incur a degree
of odium sncb as neither the Irish party nor their English
allies couid endure for a session - uniess, indeed, the
standard of Parliamentary moralîty has fallen mucb iower
in the Mother Country than there is any reason to suspect.

MR. BALFOUR, the Jrish Secretary, deserves great
credit, we were about to say, for having at last visited

Iroiand, and studied with some degree of patience and
tborougbness the condition of the wretched peasantry over
whom ho rules, by virtue of bis officiaI position and the

Crimes Act, with a good deal cf despotic authority. But
after aIl why should ho ho deemed worthy of special praise
for doing wbat is se obviously bis officiai duty ? His
journey appears meritorious mainiy by reason of the con-
trast it preseîîts net only with tbe customi of bis prede-
cessors but witb bis own previcus miethods. [t matters
littie wliether it was the sting of Mr. Morley's taunt, or
the voice of bis own conscience aroused by some other
influence, tbat goaded him into this visit. As Cabinet
Ministers go in these days ho dees pretty well wiîo sacri-
fices pleasure and comfort te duty. even to escape the
reproaches of an adversary. ILt is reassuring to know that
Mr. Blfour, as ho gazed upon the abounding destitution,
was able to assure at the same time tbe famine-threatentd
Irish peasa-its andl anxious onlookers the world over that
steps wil e takzen tri avcrt the danger and alleviate the
wretuliedness of the dwelbers in the impoverished districts,
and that this relief will be given in the safe and sensible
shape of employaiont upon works of publie utility. The
political influence and resuits of Mr. Balfours visit it is
harder to estimate. It would probabiy ho easy to over-
rate the significance of tiie apparent warmth of his wel-
comne in some places and the absence cf hostile demnonstra-
tions in others, both seemingly unexpected. To the warm-
hearted Irish, hospitality to the stranger is a second
nature. On the other baud it would ho a singularl]y intense
mialignity that would insuit or maltreat a Cabinet Ministor
couic on aiu errand cf morcy. Wbat effeet the scenes wit-
nessed and the discoveries made by shrewd observation may
have upon Mr. Balfour's owu views and policy rr-mains to
lie seen. The fact that bis visit partook se Iargely of an
administrative ratber than a political character would, no
doubt, detract largeiy from its value as a means of enabling
himn te decide in regard to what is now the crucial matter,
namely, whetber the Irish question is or is not synonymous
witb the land question. But ho will certainly he in a btter
position to judge whethor bis own Land Bili is ikely to
solve even the land question by transferring the ownership
cf the soil te tbe people, or whether it will simply givo the
suffering peasantry, iu the place of a few large absentee
landlords, ton times their number of petty resident land-
lords not a whit Iess exacting and oppressive. But what-
over else may come of it Mr. Balfour'a example can hardly
fail of oue excellent resuit, that of making it impossible
for future Irish Secretaries te abstain from personai inves-
tigation cf the condition and xneeds of the Green Ilie, and
content themselves with taking ail their information at
second hand, through the media of prejudiced aud often

exasperated oflicials, nîany cf tbem alien in their views
and sympathies. _ __

wI'UHOUT attempting to base a homily upon the pain-
T fui history of the young man who the other day

paîd the penalty of his last great crime, in the prison
yard at Woodstock, we may advert to one phase of bis
career, for the sake of the lesson it suggests. Internai as
well as external evidence makes it pretty certain that the
frst part of the unsavoury autobiogràphy so strangely
given to the public must be te a considerable extent true.
We refer to bis manner of life at Oxford. It is impossible
to read the accounts of bis College career, which come
f rom various sources, witbout being struck with the obvious
insufficiency of the moral safeguiards provided hy that
ancient and renowned institution for the protection of its
students froîn evil associations and influences. We do not,
of course, imply or suppose thiat the discipline of the
Oxford colleges is worse tban that of those connected witiî
other great universities in England or elsewbere. But
what could be more unscientific, if we may use the termn,
not to say futile, than the methods of government thus
incidentally reveaied? How feeble, conîparatively, appear
to be the influences brougbt to bear for the formation or
strengtbening of rigbt character and habits! Maugre
head-masters and tutors within, and proctors without, tbe
evil-disposed young men seema to have done about ag they
pleased, setting at deflance ahl authority and rule. What
makes the matter worse frorn the character-forming point
of view, this fîeedom from restraint is gained for the most
part by systematie evasion and deception. A baneful
ingenuity is constantly in exercise to aid the student in
transgressing the Iaws and outwitting the aîithoritios of
the institutions. It would of course be very unsafe to
deal with Birchall's as a normal case, or to draw an *y
general conclusions from the history of one in whom the
moral sensibilities seem to have been preternaturaily dulI,
or almost wholly wanting. Ample aliowance mnust be
made, too, for the difflculty of dealing with the rnany
thousands of young men, representing aIl varieties of
disposition and training, who corne up to such a university.
The diffilcalties arising from numbers are iossoned, but can-
not be done away with by the multiplication of colieges.
The fact romains, howcver, and it is one for trie serious
consideration of ail university authorities, as weii as of
parents having sons to be educatecL, that for al oxcept
thoso whoso characters are exceptionally mature and weIl-
balanced, tiiere are in the atmospbere of the great univer-
sities elemefnts of temptation and of danger which canuot
be too carefully studied and se far as possible guarded
against, by those who are responsible for the resuits. To
what degree thtese dangers might be minimized by a more
stringent discipline,, or by the substitution of better
metbods for those now in vogue wo shall not attempt to
determine. Certain it is that in so far as the present
metbods tend to the espionage which is so often complained
of, snd wbicb seems to be in some measure inseparable
from tiie Englisb tutorial and proctorial system, and in so
far as they tend to degrado university life, in its disciplin-
ary aspects, into a battle of wits between the university
authorities and mischiovously disposed students, they ean-
not ho too strongly deprecated. Certain it is, too, though
many seem to assume the contrary, that no young man can
give up even an occasional night to revelling and rowdy-
ism, to say notbing of worse vices, during the years of
Coilege life, witbout contracting both habits and stains
which no correctîîess of after-life eau ever wholly efface. t
surely ought to, be possible for a parent to send up his son
to a great university witbout incurring the grave moral
risk whiclî now attends such a stop. Radical reform of
methods is needed in some direction.

M PORTANT and probably far.reaching issues are pend-
ing upon the decision of U. S. Secrotary Windom, in

the investigation wbich ho i-4 now conducting. The imme-
diate question te be decided, that of the continuance or
discontinuance of the practice in accordance with wbich
Consuls of the United States at Canadian ports have
hitherto seaied goodî from foreiga countries for transpor-
tation over Canadian territory to places in the United
States, thougb of itself of great moment to Canadian rail-
roads, is by no means the wbole, or even the most serious
part of wbat is involved. The legal and international
question around which the main arguments seoma to
revolve is whethor or not Article 29 of the Treaty of
Washington is stili in force. Ou the one side it is con-
tended that this article was abrogated in connection with
the flsbery clauses qaf thtat Treaty. On the other it is
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