
in the extension of country ieervice; newspaperz

i ion of their circulation through
fLIbdIe.lieixrnyllthst will follow good roadg; banksG ood R oad s. and bankerte, in the quicker movernent of capi-
tal in Suntry business; sud all philan
associations and individuals in the

The Good Poads Agitation. the temptation is go great for the population to emfl ynient sufficient to -aboliteh poverty," or
spread overiminense territory, that it would be ýýt Z, t want and starvation, for a generation,

possible to niake roadie everywher-e, such as' The fertility of tillable land je constant and
ORIGIN. would be looked for in thickly populated coun-

With the dawn of civilization, -any centuries tries, so vie need not bc diecouraged. it in the accesgibilty to market that fixes ita
value. Ontarioewealthiii agriculture iBowing

agothe finstroad was constructed, and the Forseveral years pastthe publieprese han to the facilities fer trau8portation afforded b

agitation for better highways, first for iiiiIitarYý been pointing out the neceiisity f6r reform in y

and then for commercial pur-poiees was ùitro- road-making. Men most acquainted with the her network of railwayé. The resources of Our
country would be almost u8elese without, snob

duced. details have been clamoring for reforin. The

short reference, to, the road making of the people are ready for the change, if satis -eans. The asme law by which the railway

aucientis, front which Our systems have to a of the il-V value to real estate alfio applien when a

large extent been gradually envolved will nOt plans are subinitted for carrying ont 9.12road complotes the sy8ten, frGin the farm
work. T lie resulto f th is agitation, w sa the forma

lie out of place. tion of The Good Roads Association, at Toronto to the station, With good rosas the owner

The earlieat roads about in February last, and a8 an association, we de8i,, can come and go when he gets ready ; he eau
which ariything Bell his produce when the prices arc best , ho in

e those of aDcient Roine,
definite je known, sr to interest you in the best informatiun concern-

one of which, the most celebrated,"The, Applial, 
iiot compelled to wait the pleasure of suniehine

Il ing thia most important Bubject. We have or shower, and go -1 when the matin are good,"

Way was commenced 312 B. C. assiated largely by way of hantises in buildiiii nor je lie compelled. to force his produce upnti au

When Cortez eonquered Mexico, the ancient our magnificent Provincial Railway System, an unwilling market st whatever price a crowded

capital was approached from varions directions should now turn olir consideration 1 the warehowee, elevator or railroad may dictate.

by paved roaas irom tvio to three utiles in importantquestionofroa(I-makiiigaiidendeavor He eau profitably emplOy bis teams at ail timeâ

length and thirty feet ii, witith. Andin Peru to create an iritereBt among the municipal road- of the year ; time will be saved, business will

Spaniards found among other indications of makers throughout the province, and Obtai' an lis regular, teaming eau bc done when the farm

civilization, a YLet-wol7k of highways superior to expression of opinion' which in a short time will dSs not require attention, larger luads can be

ntry. It is un historical be so decicied that our representative law
those in amy other cou drawn in lem time, the price of all producte

record that there were over 17M rnile8 of these makers and courteillors will have to give heed. would be that allowed by the law of tinance---ý

rosas, and thatthey were paved with large Ose- When the subject Bhall have been di8cuszed aup ly and demand W cola no longer be
at t e mercy of grýày Sý?ulators and glutteeL

&ria free Rtont, and in many places set in in Couuty Couneils, in township meetings, in

asphaltic cernent. With the disruption of the Farmer% Institutes, and in Provincial Rond markets, and the fermer would take hi5 right-

Roman Empire came a period at which road Convtritionte, a final conclusion reached, and f 1 Jaco i, th, business world and increase
ieglected, amd that conclusion sent back to, the couneils and lui

inaking and maintenance becaffie 1 p2ta by decreasing the cuit of production.

seein 4ýO have falleu into. geïreral disuse uutil confirmed, we Bhall dieu have corne as near as
ible to a proper solution of the problem. The construction at once of a complete and

aboult the l2th. or l'Ith. Century when the po- thorough 8ystern of county ronds for a Mubici«
streets of large towns viere protected bY etOne, N person or aasoýciation in the land can lity, or several contiguous Municip-lities,
laid in a gravel or concrete lied. In râanY con- afford to neglect a movement so vital tc, the many advautageg. It bririgie into the

tineutal chies thi8 me boa of atreet paving ne try's progrens and prospeiity; few, indeed, ocality, to bc paid out for labor, and aîter-
yet adhered to. The bad state of the rosas in in addition to their concern in the generai wel- wards used in improving and increasing the

t or in-
EnOand in 1685 in referred to by NiacaulaY the lare, have sortie special intereat, direc value of the taxable property of the cotinty, the

EngIiýh historian who state8 "that it veste by direct in the condition of highways.

the highwaya that both travellers and goods The orfànization that will solve the gooa amount required for the improvement. As

F geuerally passed from place to plaee, and road prob em will secure a notable place in the soon as the reyntem is completed there je a large

thene hi hways a have been far histijý-y of Livilizatioii, The beat thûQght in re- increase in the marketable sud taxable value

viorne L'In might have beep exp-t-d quired in developing or choosing a plan of ac- ôf &Il the famis, and the people at once corne
into the enjoyment of the comforts and adv«.

from the degree of wealth sud civilitation, tion, and the solid support of the people when
= .which are derived fromL od roads. Thethon attained." The 

the

which the nation had even a plan je forma. large amourit of which makes it
road8 in England were at that time in a much

e condition than those of moBt Euro practicable to adopt a thorough terri, cau,
wors peau Loss Through Bad Roads and (Wn therefore be much more economijy, coziduc-
countries, and they were sometimee almost Through Good On". ted than when it je carried on in a fitful and ýé

impassible. About the middle of the last

Centuryo soute deciBive steps were taken for irregular mariner, insuring at the aarne time
the almost certainty of better roadn. The aný

improvement in both congtruction and mainten- It is imposeible . to refer definitely to nual tax now livied for the improvement of
ance, and shortlyafterwards ýouchimprovementr the losses occasiolied to any coin-

troduction of the sy8tems muni roads would be then levied to pay interest on
was eÉected hylthe in ty through hart rosas. The public

of Telford and Macadam. Duriug the present treasury suffen Owirig to the present the bondie, and to, keep the roadie in re ir. In

(1,entury ranch bas been done to improve the extravagant Bystem of road maintenance, to sonie portions of the country it is,

highwayB of Europe, more especially in France which muret be added the large amounts paid more dilheult and expengive to ýcnstrUct and

N. great deal bas bcen said both in the way of law costa and damaf es tc, mailitain good ioad8 than iu othem Any
sud Great Britian. ý the matin of thi a country, enterpri8e which reducea the efflt of tianapor_
about the joferiority of persons who have Bufféred Ionie through accidents tation, sud increaaes tue vaine of land, shmid

se in England and the
coin red which tho caused bïIuoiý repair and bad condîtaon of the commend itaelf to ait. It would be difficult
neig ring countrie2 of Europe. ronde. at bjd rond$ make large demande en

to devise a scheme that would contribu
BY way of explanation it should be stated private liman je admitted. lu comparison, the la eýly to tlue, general ty au te au

that before railways and reteain navigation were economie benefits of good roade cari dily be money

inve,,td, all the mails had to bc carried over lehown by their cheaper niaintenanerceagreater jueiouoly expended in te7.ýLrtruction of first

the common roada, and there were no other and easýer facilities fur travelling, leu cost for chm roada.

ineans of communication. These roadi; were repairs to vehiclea. a proportionate relaxation

commercial highways of the country, Bo that for of atrain upon our homes, a eonnequent Baving The Sitatute Labor System.

many yeara roadmakiniz waB a most important of time, tu say nothing of the comfort to be

neýtary cars in theBe, coun- deriveil therefrom by those ffling the roaU
department of parliau Statute labor or the road-tax system of

trim It je said that in 1816, there wcre in The increase in land vatuee -will more than pa

England and Walea &loue 2.5,MÜ miles of turu- fur the -permanent improvement of roads am Personal service and commutation, though
d nearly univeraal among us, i8 unsounà in this

pike rontj and thijê was just et the commence- this inemase will be greater if the conuty isys- principle, unjust in its operation w8atefui in

M t. of ' odern scientific road-making. The tem of road improvement Le adopted.
en ni orne accustomed te, thern ita praLtise, and nweatidactory mite multe.

E liait people had bec A t from tht acknowledged interent in RorTowed f tom simUr rond labor systeme of
goerils of the biiilders of wagons, carriages, , na and France, it in like tirera, a remnant

they were looked upon as a necessity. n

lu Ontario the early settler begair the agiteit. bicyclep, fraftion EmgineB, and implemente, and of e times when oiie Of the dutiea by whieh

ion for improved highways while chopping hig carriage owners, borne breeders, etc., and that land was held, was the obligation to make the

way through the forent. He had bardly of &H mercbautS sud manufactures, in respect roiâd@5 passable for the tteops of the Lord of th,

established a seulement when steam navigation to, the cheaP sud tion Of good» Manor, and while we do not &avocate the aboli-

and trannportation by rail came i nto ex istence, and better collection of raw materiala and tion of statuts labor which je wholly controlled

and Bo attracted all the traffie. This for the money returna, there are many great semi- by your local municipal couricils, we wish to,

time check ed our prýngreBs as road-makers. Rad publie institutionB whose inte«matsare deeply saythatawise audwell regulated stem for

ra 0 m and Davirtion by eteain been mvolved. caMing en the repairs of roadB, J of main.

defer or another a we would %ilro.ade, in the equal distribution of their teining the grentent degree of efficiencyl je U

have been advanced farther in tbe science of traffie tbrough the seaieon8, tant ictant an their judicious construction.

be expect-ed el] BecurmÎ cons Imehen the comrttry . new, and the people

!md.making. But it wae not to, oployment of their force an eqýîp-

In a country go extensive in adv&iitages, where ment telegraph and toelephone oompanie8, were nOt in a Position tO pay MIDney tax for


