
THE TN01J0HTF'UL AND THE THOUGHTLESS.

In its purelY reiigious action, Thotight is the fountaiîi
of that Faitli which, formns the base of St. Paul's trinity
of the primai e]en'ents of Character,-the fourdation
upon which. hope and charîty are to be èlevated. Hove
important, then, is it that this foiindation should be wisely
laid! Many persons think mnucl iii relation to religlous
subjects from the love of muetaphysical reasoniiig-; while
their lives are not in-fluenced by the doci rines they pro-
fess. This is an abuse of Thoulglit, one of its fruits is
bigo try. The more strongly a rnan confirniis hirnself in
any doctrine that lie does not apply to, life, the more ele-
vated he becomes in bis own estimnation,- the more
piued up witlî spirituial pride, - the more full of contempt
and hatred towards those whio disagree with huin. With
such persons, purity of life is as nothing compared with
faith in a certain sect. of dogmas. Tiiere are sonie who
think muclih of the vices of life, but always in relation to
their neighibors, and thereby engend er that form, of bi g-
otry called misanthrophy. Both these classes misuise the
faculty of Thonght, niaking it subserve the purposes of
contempt and '.hatred and,, debasing narroiv-mindedness,
instead of ministering to Christian love, that hopelli al
things of its brother, and judges as it wvould be judged.

The more we study haman nature out of ourselves, and
iii thé light of the Understanding, the lees we love it ; but the
reverse takes place.ivlen we study our own, hearis at the
same time that we study the characters ofour fellow-beings,
and both in the lighit of Christian trutlî. We cannot hate our
fellow-beings while we perceive that we are ail of one 1km-
ily, - while we feel our own weakness and sinifuluess ; and
we cannot despair of human natuire whiie we believe that
Infinite Wisdorn lins beconie its Ptedeerner and Saviour.


