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like a tree or plant. It was nlot made on general
ruies. Therefore, when *ou ara trying to resolve
that into generai rules wbieh waa nover formed on
general rides, you are sowing the sand; and the
resuit ig that after the earlier years of one's life
have been made miserable by being cramnied hy
these rudes, you. find that the exceptions are alniost
as numerous as the rules, and you neyer know
which is the ride and which the exception. Well,
thon, gentlemen, there is another thing I enter my
protest against, and that ie Latin versos. (Ap-
plause.) I do not think the hi8tory of poots is s0
prosperp us that the aim and objeot of mankind
ehould be ta try te make as many young people as
possible poewa or pootasters. Probably the worst
talent of ail the littie talents a man can have in
eociety is that of scribbling verses-(aug7der)-and
yet years of aur lives are taken up in the attempt
ta toach us to learn Latin verses, whicb, after ail,
are generaliy a cento of expressions stolen from
difféent authors, the very mneaning of whieh the
borrower very often dos not bimself understand.
(Laugkter.) Thoir ie another tbing te my mind,
almoBt as absurd, and it ie the îvay wo learn a
language. I consider that a man understands a
language when ho can read ivith fin ency and ease,
a good, plain, etraightforward author, wha writee
grammatically and sensible. That ie very on
done, in Latin and Greek, if that is ail that ie
wanted. But that is not haif enough ; there is no
torture ia that.; that ie very simple (Lau g7der.)
,What you muet do is-yon muet. take a place that
is hopeleesly .crabbed, where the amanuensis has
gone ta sleop, or been tîpsy, or bas mistaken the
meaning of tho tort, or soinething or other ; and
thon you muet read, perbaps, two or three pages of
notes of wiee mon who have ever read this passagle
writtoni in very bad Latin, eachi stating bis idea of
how it oqght ta be re-formed, and thon you muet
givo your own opinion on it. Why, I venture ta
sey if i sehylu8 xvere ta corne ta life again, ho
would be, easily plucked on hie own verses by an
Oxford examiner. (Loud 1aug7der and c7tee2s)
And as for TIorner, 1 am quite certain hoe did nlot
know the difference betwveen the nominative and
accusative cases, and had nover hieard of it. (Lautgl-
ter.) Well, gentlemen, 1 proceed ta another thing
whioh bas altrays struck ine very forcibly, and
that ie, the immense Lime givon ta anciont history
-do not znîsunderstand nie--ancient history is a
very important matter, a muet beautiful study, but
it is not so important as modern bis «tory and dues
nlot bear nearly sa much on aur transactions. Con-
eider what it is-ancient histary bas but two phases,
the one is a*monarchy, the other is a municipality.
T'he notion of a large community existing by
virtue oif the principal of reprosentation-of a popu-
lar govornment extondèd beyond the limite of a
single town-is a thing that nover entered inta the
mnd8 of tho ancients. ,Sa that the beet years of
aur lites are spent iu studying a hietary in which
that which makes tbe difference between modern
hietory and ancient-the leading characteristie of.
aur society, the principle of representation-wbich
bas made it possible Iu some degree ta reconcile
the existence of a largo country witb the existence
af à. certain amount of freedom, was uttoriy un-'
known ; and yot it ie those historiee-which want
the very eesential of modemn bi6tory--that the beet

years of aur lives are devoted. If a man bas a
competont knowledge of modern and medioeval bis-
tory it je moet valuable, undoubtedly, that ho
should bave a knowledge of the bistory of those
ancient communities, so"ae ta compare the one
with the other ; but if ho bas not a kuowledge of
modern history, what availe the other? Ho baès
not the meane of comparison, and the study bo-
cames fruitless.and useles. Then, gentlemen, there
ie another great fauît in this exclusive directian
of the minds af youtb ta antiquity, and that ie that
the ancient conception af knawledge wants on-
tirelY that whichi is aur leading conception in the
prosont day. Well, gentlemen, I do nat think
you will fiud, anywhere in the study af anti-
quity that whicb je now in everybody's mouth
-the idea of progrese. The notion of the ancionts
wae that knowledge was a sort of permanent fixed
quantity ; that it could nlot well ho increased,
thoughitwas ta ho soughit for. This conception
af porSe, of a çhange and development that
nover ceases, altbough wve may not be able ta mark,
it day by day, je ent irely wanting, as far as I amn
aware, in the antique world ; and 1 tbink it is not
tue mucb ta ask that that idea sbould, aniong
othere, be imparted ta. youth befora tbey givo se
very much time ta the study af a etate af society
inwvhich itje whally wanting. We are dosed with
tbe antiquity of the ancients. .We are expected ta
know bow many archons there wero at Athens,
though we probably do not know haw many Lords
of the Treasury there are in London. (Laugier).
The pupil muet know ail about tbeir courts, tbaugh
ho hardly know the names of hie own. Hie muet
be dosed 'with the lawe and institutions of the
ancients, tbings exceodingly repulsive ta the youth-
fui mind, and things oniy valuable for comparison
with aur own institutions, af which inetitutions lie
je kept in pri)found ignorance. (Cheers).

Another thîng not a littie irritatino, à anciont
geograpby. A largo portion of time je spent in
stýudying ilhe divisions of cauntrios that have long
since ceased ta exiet, or ta bave a practical bear-
ing on the affaire af the world. Thore ie nothing
wbich ie mare neglected than goography. .I bave
been as you are aware, in Australia; but it is very,
rare that I have found any ans able to tell me;
what the colonies of Australia are, unlees they
have been there, or bave same relations there.
The ieland af Java is said ta have been given up
by Lord Castlereagh, at the Congree of Vienna,
ta the Dutch, becanse be could flot find it on the
map, and wae ashamed ta confese hie ignorance.
( Great lauglrter.) 1 remnember hearing a very-
emninent meinher af the House of Common-I will
not venture ta mention bis name-who made a
speech in which it was quite ma-nifeet ta mne*that
ho thought Upper Canada wae the province neareet
the mouth af the St. Lawrence, and that Lower
Canada was the province higher up the river. (À~
laugh.) Well; gentlemen, we are going ta make
an expedition ta Abyssinia. The whole thing
turne upon the nature. of tho country. What de
we know about it? Thora is a great doal ta b.
known about it. Many pereons have visited it,
and writton upon it ; but what are* we tanght
about iL ? It je as much as a man can do tu find
where- Abyssinia je on the map, ]ot alone the find-
ing eut 4f a single- town in It. Yet it j8esurely as


