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CANADA AND IMPERIAL FEDERATION.

BY i. HOPKITNt>H Ns.

A loser union b >etween Canada
anîd the rest of the British Empire
appears Iow to be the destinv- of this
Dominion. Indepelndence is a danger-
ous dreaimi, Anilexation a disgraceful
ilpossilbility. Advoeates of separ-
ation fromi GIreat Britain for eitIer of
the latter purposes forget that seces-
sion without dlue cause is dishonîorable
as well as dificit, anîd w-e Inay be
assurIed( that the nthrourywill
never give ulS suiticîient reason to> take
suel a ste}p. The scel 1 of tl(oiulit
in England which olce talked of
C(olnial I1(lependelnce is dead and
buried unîder the new conception of
clser adi better relations, and the
two men-.John lit and Richard
CoIden--who at one timlle hinted at
the ossiility of Canada Ibeeolling a
part of the Aîierican Unionî, are gone
fronI ainong ls an1d tleir views in
this connection> are rimilillmberled blv
few even of those wh'11o still followr
thein in other liatters. o>r ini nîamue at
least.

lidepeidenice for Caada ilieails
depeldence u)on11 the United States
diplomatie veakess abroad : inaility
to protect ouir rights and privileges: thle
lecessitv of an enois expenditure
ilpon defensive armnamttelt inlereased
del)t uid a steadilv grot twingli taxation
as a con tse<u lience of a 1ded urld1lels:
loss of possible trade prefreices in
the British imarket or chance (of a
treaty with the Unlited States short
Of commIlIllercial ainIexation;1 provincial
difficulties without anv intcreased fed-
eral power: all coibinud -with the
constant schieiing of Amntericai poli-
ticians, railway and coinimercial in-
terests, desiring, and very naturally,
to obtan possession of so valuable a
territory, so important ail addition to
their niaterial estate and such nagnifi-

cent tislieries as Caiada possesses
u1pon the Pacitie and Atlantic coasts.
It iivolves a similar declairation of
independence by Australia: the loss
to England of her coaling stations,
harbors and fortresses and the comin-
mnaid of the sea: thle destruction of
ier prestige and the possible loss of
India: in short the disruption and
destruction of the British Empire:

Ainexation is hardly worthy of
discussion, No nation has volun-
tarily surrendered its naine and in-
stitutions of freedomi for any consider-
ation w'hicii could be presented. The
United States liad a cause and reason
for separation froni Engaid, we have
none. The South considered that it

had good reasoi for secession, but the
civilized world lias approved of the
dictuin which describes its action as
reiellion, aid deemiis it to have been
justly crushedl. If in aniy degree the
Aitueiricai pople seein better off thai
the Canadian, and it is imlerelv an
appearance due to a larger- population
and greater cities, it siomld be reiîen-

ered tliat the United States ias one
hundred vears the start of Canada
and nIever hlad to comipete with a
great nation twelve times its size
upon its Southerin frontier. Had
Mexico> ben anîother United States 1
doub11t whlether that present degree of
apparent prosperitv wiuld have ever
beei attained. But our people are
built of better stutf than even oui
neihbris to the South, w'orthyv as
tlhey are of admiration, and no'fear
ieed be felt that Amniexation will
ever coie up for serious consideration
by the nation. If it should, the
ciushîing whicih Conmercial Union
lias received at the polis would be
but a bagatelle in conparison to its
fate. Canadians certainly do not


