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places of pagan worship, partly, probably,
moved thereto by considerations of con-
venience, partly, perhaps, in outward and
visible sign of victory, but also with the
idea of sanctifying, by a purer worship,
the scenes of idolatrous superstition. If
medi®val tradition, however, is to be be-
lieved, the Saint himself to whom the new
church was about to be dedicated, signi-
fied his approbation personally. Before
the ceremony was to take place, a
fisherman was met by a stranger on the
banks of the Thames, and requested to
ferry him over to the Isle of Thorney, and
there await his return, Accompanied by a
host of angels, the mysterious passenger
entered the new church, and consecrated
it by the light of a supernatural radiance,
which filled the walls. e then announced
himself to the awestruck fisherman as the
Apostle Peter, and told him to go and tell
the bishop that the church was already
consecrated. He further added a com-
mand to cast his net into the river, and to
convey one of the fish so caught to the
bishop, assuring him that he should never
want fish so long as he gave one-tenth to
the Church. A miraculous draught was
the consequence, and the bishop, on mak-
ing an examination, found proof of the
truth of the fisherman’s story, in the marks
of the extinguished tapers, and of the
chrism. It was on the ground of this
grant of the Apostle, that the Convent of
St. Peter, Westminster, claimed and re-
ceived a tenth of the salmon caught in the
river, and, although the salmon caught
about Westminster bridge in these days,
are shadowy as a dream, yet the Thames
and the brooks, and the small rivers that
then flowed into it weie tull of fish in the

olden times. Centuries atter we find the

»prentice-boys stipulating in their indent-
ares that they shall not be required to
eat salmon more than thricea week. Thus,
at almost the same period, rose the two
grand national cathedrals, St. Paul’s and
Westminster Abbey.

We have little notice of London in
the early Saxon period; later on, indeed,
it is more frequently mentioned, but chief-
ly in connection with the Dunish incur-
sions, from which the Londoners, as well

London.

as the rest of the country, suffered consid-
erably. The ominous black raven continu-
ally hovered round about the city gates
and in 839 effected a lodgment witl}in th‘c,
walls, and London was pillaged and burnt

It was soon after restored by Alfrc:(i
the Great, who raised two fortifications on
either side of the river Lea, and, by means
ofcanals, so drained the water g5 .to c‘on;
siderably lower the level of the stream

and impede the navigation for the Daneﬁ.
Yet such was the perseverance of thosg
marauders, and so effectually giq they har-
ass the country, that we ﬁn}l Alfred co‘m~
pelled one summer to éncamp around the
harvest men, who were reaping corn round
the city, in order to protect themn from the
daring freebooters. Yet, even )

in S
days, the Londoners, those

despi .
cific pursuits, were a maren:lltieégf: qpnﬂ(;
the trainbands of the civil wars,ﬁand th’e ;01-
unteers of.our own times, found worthv
representatives awongst the Saxons. Th;a
bravery of the London soldiery in a battle
fought at Brunenburgh, against the S‘cots
and Danes, is much extolled, and the result
was pl‘?bably the origin of the rene;ved
prosperity which visited the city under
Athelstane. As a proof of its rising im-
portance we find that by a law of (hat ;{in 4
which a})pointed coiners to the princi 5'1
cities, eight were allowey to ch)ndonpaa
targer number than was allotted toan ot’her
place except Canterbury, Byt pla ﬁe and
ﬁre, the latter of no unfrequent recfrren

visited the’ metropolis in 961, and f‘t:e,
that there were but few houses ’ and tzklxoer
irregul:.«rly placed within the, (;it Use
the majority of the population resid}i’n i ncar

Ludgate. g near

In the contest which soon after e d
the Londoners, though at first comnSLllfd,
lo submit to Sweyn, threw of hispeokee
and elevating Edmund Ironside tg th,
throne, had him crowned in their own cit ;
the first of the long line of princes n}cll .
coronation has taken place at Westmi‘:’m tose
Canute, however, was a gore troubls e:.
them. In 1016, the Saxon Chronicle s,
‘‘came the ships to Greenwich on Rsays’
tion days, and within a little space ?Fa-
went to London, and they dug‘a g,:a);

ditch on the south side, and dragged their



