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problem. After obtaining the %ben-
zoate, Prufessor Abel then made
other compounds, and as the resuit of
his analvses hie considered the em-
pirical loriàntla to be C17 H115 N 04,
thius approactii.-g in clernentary com-
position some of' the alkcaloids. The
composition of ps*eudomorpiiine, for
example, is represei.ted by C17 H19NO,
that-of cocaine by C:17H2 1IN0 4, that of
sanguinarine by C.I 1j 5N0 4, and that
of benzylidene collordine dicarbox-,
yacid by C171-I15 N'\04, aid among these
alkaloids sangtî marine is notewvorthy
for- its powver fo raise týe blood pres-
sure. ýIt was found tint skatol wvas
one of the discompositio *n prodî.i.ctýs of
this body. It is of inteÉ%ýst to norte in
this connection, as the avthor points
out, that Stohr ha.s show'n that
skatol is liberated wvheu strychi-
nine is heated with calcium oxidie,
and that Hoffmann and Koffigs have
obtained indol from tetrahyciroquino-
line by passing its vapor thi:ough- a
tube heated to redness. He con-
siders the picrate will likelyýprove the
easiest to manipulate and most valu-
able and promises futute contributions
in regard to it.

There is no doub-. that the future
of miedicine lies in h~e donàiin of
biologiçCal chernïstry. *4 is -there the
gcreatest triumphis w:ii rewardi the 'in-
vestigator. and the greate se benefit
accrue to tredical science from the
practical application of his resuits.
'Ne can rest assured, however, wvith
such a distinguished investigator as
Protfessor Abel to head. the school of
biological chemistry here, that in the
future we will have to share very
few of our triumphis with Europe.

"CORONERS."

A very tirnely editorial on this
subject appeared lately in the Globe.
Lt said, as we have said before
'à these columns, that the position of
affairs in this city in reference to this
particular class of officers is, to put it
very imildly, un-dignified.

To consider their first reference ini
regard to the unnecessary holding of
inquests, we would say, that by the
previous lawv a coroner could not hold
an inquest unless lie made a declara-
tion of his belief that there wvere sus-
picious circumstances. about the case
wvhich indicated foui play. It was
then pointed out that the natural
delicacy of conscience whichi existed
in the professional coroner, liad a
tendency to let those cases in wvhichi
thiere were no mnanifest evidence of
foui play go by without an inquest,
and thus many crirninals escaped-
justice. To. provide against this evil,
due, as wve pointed out, chiefly to the
excessive tenderness of the said cor-
oners cons *cience, there wvas inaugur-
ated what has becoïme so widely
known in the effete iEast as the " open
door," It might be remarked in
justice to those w~ho bel *ieved that the
open door policy wvas not requisite
for the holding of aIl the inquests
that were necessary, that the numnber
of inquests have flot materially in-
creased. We do flot -refer to the
issuance of the coroner's warrant, for
which the coroner is paid $5.oo, and
it is this $5.oo wvhich looks as big as
a house wvhen the coroner gets on hîs
bicycle and starts for the police
station. The most active defenders
of the present condition of affairs arc
the most notorious offenders against
public and professional decency, and
wve cons'Ider the Globe Xis absolutely
and unqualifiedly right in everything,
it has said in reference to this matter.
As has often been said, the office of a
critic is an easy one. Lt is -more.
déifficuit-to point out a remedy. The
G/obe's remedy, the appointment of
an officiai. coroner for the city on
salary, not on fées, wvould.undoubtedly
greatly aid the ends of justice, be-
sides being aý gr-at -saving to the.
municipality. We, however, have to
propose a remedy much simplei,
niuch more ready of 'executiori, and-
particéularly practical in the present
condition of affairs, and that is the.
appointiment of the bresent police
surgeoris as,«coroners. There are thre
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