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syniptoili of cfistress, tie patienit wvas givenl steNved dried prunles
t(, caLi of frcely. At 6 o'cloclc a.nî., Septemib.-r 8thi, t'le pini passed
reaclily, alongç withi a miass of partially digrested pruie skinis
flotally visible.

Thiis pini mili lave passed naturally into the stomach by
the aid of somne suitable effort at swallowingc food or clrink.
Notlingc of the kinid ivas tried.

'Ilie safety-piin, a niotable houseliold anid niursery con yen ienice.
muade wvith benit wire, a sprîngiç temper, aid a shiarp poinit, is'
acquiring somnetlingio of a record ini miedical liter-atuire fôr 1)ss-
;ing ini open forin throughl tie alimienitary canial iiu children. Onice
starte(l, poinit backw\Nardl, ani, it camnot start othierwvise, this for-
miid-able lookinig affair seeins to pass with unexpected reacliness
through thie Nvhiole diigestiv'e tract,. reappeariîng iii a more or Iess
corro(led aiid damnaged plighit, tHe chiild nîcanitime ha'vilgc pre-
sentedl f ew, if auiv, syniptonis of distress f rom its presence. Orie,
tw'n, three, four, tw'enity,, or even, sixty days hiave beeni 1know'n to
elal)se 1)etween the inigress ai(l the egress of the pin, t'le loniger
periods givinig ample tinie, one vould thinlc, foi- thic setting up,
of irritation by its presenice iii chiildreni ageci ine moifths to four
or five years.

Safety-pinis are iii such corumiion anid familiar use thlat it is
well for ail to knlow thiat thiey have been occasionially swallowecl
iii opent formn. andi, thie hiabits and impulses of parenits aid chl-
dren reniaiiug as ini tHe past, such accidents are bounid to occur
fromi tiniie to time iin the future.

Now, the mechanlism of anopenl safety-Pin is such that if
placeci in a vitalized mnuscular canial, likie the alimienitary tract, it
inust advanice, if at aIl, " like a ci-al), l)aclward," clragg-ing thie
poinit andl hood of the pi by a safe miotioni, wsýlîich gives smnall
chanice to pierce the tissues. Thlis is true especially of tHe esopha-
gus aulHie smnall initestinie, tHe caniais of which are not ivide
enoughi to permit ani eniic-to-eni turninge of a onie-aiid-a-:half or
two-ich pini iii its course. It is true that tHe larger spaces of
the stoniach and large initestinie offer better opportuinity for tHe
tumblinge process, but a careful sticly of the openi safety-pin wvill
show that it niust sooni righit itself anld advarice in accordance
wvith its niame in tru-e safety forin. -Le., backward,, eye or loop
leadig, point aind hooci followiig, the aclvaricing Ioop affording
a restiig place foir prune skins or otiier undigested shlreds, thus
assistiing the progress of the pini.

Withiui the pist two years, 1902ý« andi 1903, the Mledical World
of Philadeiphiia, lias placed uponi record quite a numiiber of cases
of children of various acres wlio have swallowed open safety-


