AN LT R e s

AET g S

CATHOLIC CHRONICLE

¥OL. XX,
(F:u vllnc é&lho!ic ;!Iir;o;.)

AURELIA;
OR,
THE JEWS OF CAPENA GATE.

Freely Tracslated from the Freach of M. A. Quicion

PART SECOND.—THE SLAVE.

CHAPTER 1V.—PA RMENON'S REGISTER.

Oa the morning following the noc‘urnal ron-
versation betweea Llutrapeles and Gurges and
tbe short consultation which bad afterwards
taken place between the former and Marcus
Reguius, a sirapger presenied bumselt 10 the
barber’s shop soon alter it had been apeaed.

This stranger Wwas no other than Parmenon,
the slave trader; but ke no longer wore the
gaudy toga we have seen him wearing whx_lst at
tending his calling : s dark-colored tumie was
almost concesled under the folds of a wide
¢ pallium’ or mantle.

¢T am seot,” said Parmenon to the tonsor
whom he found alone in his stop, ¢ by the lord
Marcus Regulus, for the busioess you know
of.’
¢ Ab very well? sud Eutrapeles ; ¢ I see that

the lord Marcus Regulus loses no tune. You
are welcome.’

¢ Fere,” resumed Parmeson, fare the ten
thousand sestertii which 1t has been aafeed to
pay Gurges, and bere 15 the register which will
prove the trausfer to me of that amount.”

Parmeron unrolled the conpected leaves of a
voll of papyrus of a common kind, and preceeded

. to explain the wnting to the barber.

¢ You see,’ said be, ¢bere is the ¢ acceptum’
on ths side, and the ¢ expensum’ on that, which
is sufficient to show that I have paid 1o order to
receive. The vespillo must sign at the bottom
of these two columus during the day.?

¢ Gurges cannot come befare mght,’ remarked
Eutrapeles.

¢Very well, said Parmenon, ¢ I shall call for
my register-at the hour yom generally see the
lord Marcus Regulus. He will not come to-
mght. See that the reguter be properly
signed )

“And Parmenon went out safter nodding to

Eutrapeles o a rather disconrteous manser.

+1 doo’t ike this fellow,®> mesed the tonser.—
¢ He looks like a real ¢ parricide’s sack !’ (the
sack in which parricides were drowned contaio-
ed a dog, a cock, a viper, and a monkey. The
proverbial designation * parriclde’.s sack’ was
vsed to desigpate the assemblage, iz one person,
of all kinds of wickedness). After all Regulus
has his own reasous for etnploying himj itis
none of my business’

At the hour appomnted Parmenon called for
bis register. He found 1t duly signed by
Gurges.

The vespillo had readily cousented to the
transfer by which be got back the ten thousand
sestertii he had considered lost. e could not
understand, however, why any one should ex-
change those pretty gold pieces for a claim

-~ agaiost an iosolvent debtor like Cecilus. )

Qa the following day, Parmenon, stil weartog
b dark tume and bis € palium? and earrying
L register under bis arm, could be seen awaut-
ing the opentng of the court of Publius Avfidius
Namusa, one of the‘seventeen pretors who ad-
ministered justice 10 Rome.

When this msgistrate had taken his seat, and
bis crier (accensus) bad asked aloud whether
any citizen had a case for trial, Parmenon un—
rolled his register before the pretor, aod request-
ed hun to see that his claim agawst Cecilius was
legal, certain aod demandable.

Aufidius Namusa orcered an action to be en
tered sgamst the fiscal agent, and Parmenon
went away rejoicing. Duriog the day, on * ex-
ecutor litum® op ¢ viator, that 1s to say a con-
stable, called on Cecilius.

s I summon you in Parmenon’s name ; follow
me to-the court said the ¢ wiator, puttiog a
wnitten cilation m- the hands of the astonished
Ceaulius,

' I do not know this Parmenon, and T owe hum
nothing ;* remarked Cecilius,

'"This, the - Pretor Publius Aufidius Namusa
will.decide ;* replied the * Viator” ¢If you
should refuse, I would touch this witness’ ear)’
be added, potnting toa man who had accom-
pantéd him, ¢ and I would take you by the seck,
n conformity with the law of the Twelve
Tables, However, you have until to morrow
to make up your mind, for this is an uncertain
day_ (¢ lotercisus dies’)? _

Cecilius after due refiection, came to the con-
clusion that be could: not do otherwise than ap-
pear before the pretor. " He there found Par-

. Menon, who had taken care not to forget his re-
gister, - - ' : ‘
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!cording 1o the provisions of the law, thatin

brioging this suit be had oot been actuated by a
leeting of clucanery or revenge, and that he did
not claim more than was due to him.

Parmenon hesitated to take the required
oath. .
! Avfidis Namusa thean told him to state his
| elaim apd to show Cecilius his register. These
two formalities baving been complied wmth, the
pretor iovited Cecilius to declare whether he
ackoowledged the debt, or if he denied it, to
state upon what grounds.

Cecilius 2dmitted that he owed teo thousand

sestertii 10 Gurges; but remarked that he could
not uaderstand why Gurges should bave irans-
ferred s claim to Parmenon, unless it were
through motives of revenge because Cecihia bad
refused to marry bim,
This argument haé little weight in law;
¢ Dicoy saud the pretor, winch was zaffirming
Parmenon’s right. ¢ Consequently,” ke contioued.
¢ T adjudge the body of Cecilius te the said
Parmenon.’

Aod be ordered the crier to call the aext
case,
¢ I don’t understand,’ faltered Cecilius, rolling
lns ear between his fiozers—a way embarrassed
people have had from times immemorial.

*You don’t understand!” quote Parmencn
brutally as be retired, ¢ It meaps that if by to-
morrow you have not paid me ten thousand ses-
tertii, I shall put my hand on your turic, and you
il belong to me,’

Cecilius began to comprebend, but ten thou-
sand sestertn are no small sum for a poor man to
find, and the wretched tax-gatherer saw no issue
to his dilemma.

¢This Parmenon has gained his st very
easily,’ remarked a stranger who had followed
the case with interest, aod who was walking by
ibe side of Cecilius, ¢ Marcus Regulus shrug-
ged his shoulders when he heard the judg-
ment.’

Cecis beard the remark aud cosceived a
hope !

¢ Who 1s thns Marcus Regulus, and what did
he say ¥ a:ked the unfortunate suitor, approach-
iog tbe stranger.

¢ Marcus Regulus is the first lawyer of Rome,’
rephed the latter ; and he was saying that he
would have compelled tins Parmenon to carry
away his register witbeut obtaining anything.

¢ Indeed !’ exclaimed Ceciius ; ¢ Marcus Re-
gulvs said this! Is be still i the Forum

* Yes, there he is, amidst that group of
pleaders, I would advise to speak to him ; he
wi!l give you some means of escaping from Par-
menoo’s clutches:’ said the stranger, poinling
out the lawser who, on his side, had los! nothing
of this by.play upnoticed by otbers,

Cecilus went straight up to Marcus Regulus,
to whom be explained his case in a few words,
askiog him wheter there wa3 any means of ob-
taining a reversion of the julgment.

¢ We shall see about it, replied Marcus Re-
gulus, * I thiok we may find some remedy. But,
at present, as you see, I am detained here by
other engagements. Come (0 see me to mor-
row moining, early ; my house is beyond the
Tiber.?

Ceci'ws turoed bis steps bomeward, leehng a
little easier m mind.,  But the poor fellow had
not seen the end of bis trcubles, When be ar~
sived home be found a communication from the
City Prefect, enjoiping him to explain bis sus-
pected affiliation with the Jews or Chnstians of
Capena Gate ; then a summons from the Council
of the Pontiffs, to answer an accusation of sacri~
lege based on the fact -that the httle god Juga
tinus bad been found lying broken on the public
highway, o front of s house. _

Couid it be 1hat some offictous neighbor, hav-
ing collected those mutilated fragments, bad
really carried them to the Pontifls, and 10 bis -
dignation, bad brought this accusation against
Tecilius? or did the blow come from a band
more directly interested in bis rnn ?

The vnfortunate man did not even think of
propounding to himself these questions, overcome
as he waa by the triple calamity with which be
was threatened : to be in Parmenon’s clutches,
to lose his sitvation, apd, what was still more
serious, to be accused of sacnlege before the
Pont1ff s court !

«Ceciha I’ he cried, in a voice of thunder;
¢ come here, vaworthy chid P

The youog girl hastened to her father’s pre-
sence. Since the scene witnessed by Gurges,
she bad not left the house. Her father bhad for-
bidden it. Cecilius had ascertaned with-
out difficulty that, as alleged, s daughter
was a Christian, that she was about to murry a
Jew, and that old Petromlla. bad been the cause
of all thiz trouble. He was furious! What-
ever religious conviclions he kad, revolted at_the
idea that his daughter bad embraced the odious
superstitions of (hose miserable Jews, the most
despised of men ; and he foresaw the mistortunes

|

towards a detested class, when it should be
konown that his owa daugiter had been iitiated
to their sacrilegious and impious creed.

He had therefore sigmfied to bis daughter that
she must give up ber pew faith, or he would
compel ber even if he bad to use the extraor-
dinary power conferred by the law to ita fullest
extent, Meanwhile be placed ber under the
closes surveillance, to jrevent ary commumica-
fion between her and those who, ia bis judgment,
had caused her ruin.

When Cecilia came down she found her fa~
ther 1 a state of terrible excitement.

« Wretched child ¥’ be cried, ! bere then are
the fruits of your infansous conduct ¥

And be showed her the writ in Parmenon’s
narze, the citation to appear before the Pontift’s
and tbe Prefect’s letter.

¢S5, he continved, *1 am ruined, my free-
dom is in the haods of a wretch, my lite 1s in
danger, because my daughter has betraged her
father and ker gods!.... Come, Cecilia, have
you reflected 7 For you must speak now!—
Wil you renounce that abommnzble creed

¢ How, my dear father, could the sacrifice of
my faith save you? would your misfortunes if
they exist, be remedied ?*

*1f they exist! Great Gods? Have 1in-
vented them?

¢ No, father! but 1t isoot vou they threateo,
it is me P

$ How 15 that 7

¢ The City Prefect will not displace you when
you will have told him that vour daughler alone
15 2 Chrishae.  ‘Tae Pootifis will not punish
vou, but me, when they learu that I broke the
dol.?

¢ And Parmegon 7

* Parmenon will bave no power when his claim
is satisfied.’

¢ By Herculea! the gul has a charming, easy
way of arranging this /> cried Cecilinus mith bit-
ter irony- ¢ Indeed, 1t 13 foolish 10 me to feel
alarmed! Ob/! bow like the way of those per-
fidious Jews this is! They have a ready answer
for the most difficult questions! Unfortunate
child P’ added the father, addressing bis daughter
witha certan tenderness, ¢ can you not ucder-
stand that all is lest if you persist in proclaimmng
yourself a Christian ! and that all 1s saved if you
will abjure at the feet of the Pontifis !

¢ Father, said Cecifia, 18 a firm and respect-

ful tone ; ¢do aot expect that [ shall ever re-
nounce the religion of Christ. Better die
thal, vooness’

* What! you would persist in this infamous
creed, at the risk of destroying your own pros-
pects, and, what you do cot seem to care much
about, at the risk of consumaticg rour fatber’s
ruin, and perhaps of 1mperilling his liberty and
s hfe

¢ 1t would be a dreadful thing, O my father!
it would be for me a source of eserlasting sor-
row, it T should be the cause of your musfortuge !
but, I repeat it, you are unnecessarily alarmed,
and........0
# Aud P asked Ceciling, trembling with fear
and rage, * And?........ Proceed, upnatural
child ¥

¢ O father, take my life. .. .1t beloogs to you

«.s0oand I would be bappy te fay 1t down jor
you. .. .but do not ask of me a sacrifice which |
cannot make.’
Cecilius, pale with rage, was fearful to behald.
He raised his baod] as if to strike o1 curse s
dzughter! DBut a sudden thought made him
withhold the blow, ,

¢ You are no lorger my daughter I’ be ex-
claimed vehemently ; ¢no, by all the gads; 1
disown you! Batl shall erush you, as I crush
this vase which, hke you, 1s mige !’

And seizing as amphora upon the takle he
dashed tt on the floor.

¢ Father, fatber I’ said Cecilia impleringly.

¢ What 1sit you wish ‘o say? that you re-
pent ? that you will renounce this cursed super-
shitien 7' asked Cecilius looking at her #ith a
madmax’s gaze,

¢ Never!” said the youag gul making a su
preme effort ; and, overcome by ber emotion,
she fell, sobbing butterly, cn a seat.

Her father cast or her a glance full of sadness
and bitter sorrow, and left ber without speaking
another word ; but as he weat out he muttered
to himself :

¢ This consultation with Marcus Regulusis
more pecessary than ever. '

CHAPTER V. — A LEGAL CONSULTATION.

Marcus-Atilius Regulus possessed more wealth
than many illustrious patricrans. la bis youth,
heionce offered a sacrifice to the gods, for the
purpose of learning whether he would ever pos-
sess sixty milhions sestertii ; and be otten related,
binself, bow, on that occassion, the entrails of
the victims happemog (o be double, he had un-
derstood this omen to mean that this immense
sum was twice promised to him,

He had, in fact, accumulated this incredible

likely to happen to bum, the sgeat of the law,

The pretgr.~ requested Parmeson to swe_a;', ac-

and commssioned to enforce it 1 all its rigor

prd

amount, but by the most abject and infamous

weaas. His career may be divided wato three
distinct periods.

Duriog the first, which exiends from Nero’s
reign to those of Vespasian and Titus, he served
s apprenticeship in those erimes which subse-
queatly won him such uneviable fame.

His father, bapished by Claudius or by Nero,
having left bim nn patrimony, he had [elt at an
early age the thrist for blaed and the insatiabie
craviog for gold — *Libidine sanguims et hiatu
pemiorum,’ says Tacitus with ipimitable force
of siyle—and be bad inaugsrated bis entrance
into the bar, by becoming instrumental in three
cdious murders perpetrated by Nero vpon his ac-
cusations.

These murders were those of Marcus Lacinius
Crassus, great-grand-son of the famous orator,
who was also cne of the wealthiest citizens of
Rome during the last years of the republic j and
of Camerinus and Salvidienas Orphtus shout
whose rank and quahty httle is saul by the us-
torians. :

The accusation against Crassus brought to
Regulus seven mallion sestertii j those agamnst
Camerinus and Salvidienus Orphitus were paid
with the questorship and the sacerdotal dignity.

During thz second period, which comprises
the rerans of Yespasizn and Ttus, eformers
were jooked upon with dislaver. Regulus en:
deavored !o retain his seat in the Senate, but he
was crushed zader the burning words of Curtigs
Montapus, and 1gnominiously expelled from that
lustrious body.

He returned to the bar where shone such men
as Satrius Rufus, Pompeins Saturowous, Sue-
tomos the autbor of the life of the * Twelve
Cwxars, Salvius Laberalis, Cornelius Tacitus,
the great historian, Caius Fronto, ‘Tuscilius No-
minatue, Claudius Restitutus, and Plny the
Younger, the greatest arator ameng them,

We neec not say that Repulus was despised
by bis colleagues.

During the tinrd period—Domitian’s reign—
Marcus Regulus resumed his trade of informer
and spy. It was unot, however, by acting
opeoly as he bad done 10 former times, but by
secret denunciations and dark undertakiogs that
ke endeavored to win Domitian’s faver.

He vied in infamous zeal with Metios Carus,
a vile informer, but less dangerous than Repulys,
and who could scarcely breok the latter’s com-
petition.

Herenniws Senecionus baving  been con-
demned and put to death through the accusations
of Metius Carus, simply because he had eulo
gized Helvidus Priscus, the son m taw of Thra
seas, and one of Nere’s victims, Regulus, jealous
of having had no share iu so meritorious a denun-
cration, attempted to connect himself with it by
purswing with bis insults the memory of Heren-
nius.

But his rival could not bear this interference,
aod checked him in the midst of s facile tr-
umpb, with this terrible apostrophe: ¢ What
have you to do with my deag? IHave you seen
me forment Crassus and Camerings 2’

Marcus Regulus wag certainly, as cne of his
victims wrcte to Domitian ¢ the most wicked cf
two-legged amimals—¢ omniur: bipedum nequis~
simus,” [le was also the most skilful of plotters,
We have already seen how he had woven a web
around Flavius Clemens, the Grond-Vestal and
Metellus Celer. He had found a most useful
tool in the loquacious Entrapeles, in whose skop
be picked up, almost every night, some valuable
mformatien.

The conversation between Gurges and Eutra-
peles, overbeard by Regulus from bis lnding place
i the barber’s ¢tepadarium,”’ bhad admirably
served his purpose, for he had acqured the cer—
tainty that Flasia Domitilla was a Christian, en-
tertarming relations wmith the Jews of Capena
Gate ; aud, at the same time, he had learped
the same of the youog girl through whom it
would be easy—so he thought. at least—to pene
trate the mysteries he was 50 anxions 1o dis-
cover,

But before ull, he must have the girl io his
power, If this might have seemed difficult to
others, 1t was notbing for a tactician like Marcus
Regulus, His plan was promptly conceived,
end be made the most of every circumstaoce
mentiozed by the vespillo. He magined, first,
to bring forward Parmepon, 10 order that he
wmight bave a hold on Cecilius, who bzing with
out resources must fear for his liberty.

Theo be completed s plan of campaign
agaiost the poor tax.gatherer by tbe Prefeet’s
letter and the citation betore the Poatiff’s court,
for, the reader must have surmised it, these do—
cumeants found by Cecilivs on s return home,
bad been sent at this arch-plotter’s suggestion.

He it was who bad sen? the officious strapger
to the Forum to lend the- defeated pleader 1oto
the snare, by showing lim Marcus Regulus as
the only man who could save him from Parmen-
op. .

Marcus Regulus pow felt sure that Cecilius
would come, and 3e was confidently expecting

bim, when us nomenclator introduced Cecilia’s

uohappy father in his exed;;a-
room,

A siogle windew admitted the light 10 this
vast room, around which wese placed purple
covered seats or beds for the visitars. The four
angles were occopied by the brazeg sfatues of
Apollo, the god of eloquence and poetry 5 of
Minerva, the goddess of science and wisdom : of
HerculeS, the emblem of strength apd of ,Cu-
pid, the god of love end the emblem of literary
grace, :

Abave the seats and runnmg up as bigh
hand could reach, could be %eez a nflmlamz:l:;'
little balls, some gilded and the others simply
made of wood, of bone, ar of born. These were
the basses or ‘ umbiher’ of the books placed m

or consul'ation

their ¢ serinia’ or ¢ foruli,’ eylindrical cases, with
round holes in the top into which the volumes,
carefully rolled, were shipped.

Generally, these ¢ scrima’ were placed on their
ead, around the rcom, but Regulus had adopted
the system introduced by the booksellers in their
shops, and which consisted 1n the culting small
square compartments or pigeon-holes, in the
thickness of the wall, into which the ¢scrima’
were placed horizontally.

The number of books contained 1 these nests
was quite considerable and bad Leen collected at
great cost, for Regulus aspired to the triple fame
of the jurisconsult, the eloquent lawyer, and the
writer 5 and the choice of lusbooks corresponded
with this ambition.

The table placed in the centre of the exedra
was covered with briefs and documents, with
wax teblets and styles for talung notes; with
pergamins and immaculate sheets of pipyrus for
writing petitiens and pleadings. There could
also be seen the long calami which served as
pens ; the small cylindrical vases contaigine a
gummy preparation for connecting togethernﬂ\e
papyrus sheets.  The rollers or sticks were piled
there, ready to receive the completed manu-
scripts and ther umbilicr,

When Cecilius entered the exedra, the lawyer
seemed to be busily epgaged i examiving some
manuscripls 3 but ap oblque glance thrown on
bis visitor was sufficient to identify the lafter.
An imperceptible smile lighted lus features,

‘ What is it ?  What do you want 7” he acked
feigming at first not to recogmze Cecthis § then be
resumed Ah! very well ; it is you who spoke to
me yesterday, conceraing one Darinenon. ...’

¢ Yes, air)’ replied Cecilius ; ¢ bot aince yester.
day, my position has undergone a strange com-
pheation.?

“How is that? asked the lawyer. ¢ What

pew neident bas oceurred ??

Cecilius handed lim the Prefect’s letter and the
ciiation of the Pontiffs,

Regulus fergned to read the two documents
wilh the grealest altention.

¢ This 13 oothiog,” he remarked to Cecilis
after a pause, and he crumpled the Prefect’s let-
ter ; ¢ T am particularly acquainted with Hong—
ratus Messio, and with a word of explanation
from me, the matter will be dropped. But this
is much more serious,” he added, ptting his fore-
finger on the Pontill®s citation, ¢Is this charge
true P

s Unfortunately, it is,> faltered Ceciliyg,—
¢ However, it was not T, but my daughter who
oroke the statue of the little god Jugatinus,?

¢ Your daughter hves with you, and under
your paternal autherity " asked the lawyer with
pecuhar empkhasis, '

+ Of course she does,’ replied Cecilins.

¢ Then, it amounts to the same thmg. It is
the samne as if you had committed the sacrilege
yourselfs ¢ Quia vox tua tanquam £lii, sicuti filii
vox tanquam ua intelhgitur, say the jurisconsulis
in thewr figurative style,?

¢ By Jupiter/ Isit posuible ¥ exclaimed the
poor man.

¢ Did you not understand the quotation? Well,
let us put ¢ manus’ in the place of ¢ vox,” and the
meaning will be ; ¢ that thy hand is like the hand
of thy son, and the band of thy son likc thine.
Is 1his clear?

¢t And what is the peoalty ?? asked the wretched
Cecilius, with evident apxiety.

But, Marcus Regulus, thioking probably that
the time had not come to satisfy his chent on
this point, replied by putting this otber ques-
tion :

¢ And what was the motive for
lege? -

¢ My daughbter is a Christiap /’

¢ Your daughter 18 a Cbristian!’ excluimed
Regulus with well assumed asfonisbmeot. *Oh!
this is serious ! very serions ! T vaderstand now
Houoratus Messio’s letter . . . and [dap’t
koow if he can show himself as lenently disposed .
s 1 boped. No, 1t is scarcely probable. Let.. -,
us see, however,’ be resumed, ¢ the case may not - .,
be so bad after all.. If your daughter would re- ,
nounce this infamous superstition, 1 am sure the ;. .,
Pontiffs . could pronounce themselves satisfied. .
Have you tried to persuade her 7 .
- ¢ Alag! yes’ repled, the unhappy father de
Jectedly ;' ¢ but I bave:not -succeeded. =~ .

this sacri-



