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"'he problem of ¢ war or peace” remains still
unsolved ; but from the great military prepara-
tions being made by the French Government, and
the hostile tone of the press, war would seem to

~ be inevitable in the Spring. Sardinia wants to
fight apparently, and perhaps way yet get more
fighting than she likes. The spirit of the Ger-
manic races is fully aroused,and, as m 1813,is
proud and defiant, The British Government is
still exerting itsel{ to prevent a rupture ; but it
also is inereasing its armaments, and reinforeing
its fleets.

PROVINCIAL PARLIAMENT.

In the Legistative Council en the 11th inst.,
the MeLean Divorce Bill was read a third time,
only five members voting against it ; and that in
an assembly composed largely of Catholics, or
fellows who call themselves Catholics!

In the Leguslative Assembly the proceedings
have been chiefly confined to the discussion of the
Tariff. Petitions in favor of * Freedom of Edu-
cation” have been sent in from all parts of the
country. M. Cimon has given notice of his in-
tion to move upon the introduction of the DMc-
Lean Divorce Bill—that in passing such a Bill,
the House would destroy in marriage the two
characteristics of unity and indissolubility which
are the essential safeguards of morality and the
Family.

Ax Oraxge DEemonsTRATION.—DProvoked
by the excellent regulations of the Police Com-
missioners of Toroato to exclude all members of
« secret politico-religious societies,” without dis-
tinction, from the Police force, the Orangemen of
Toronto had a great gatbering on Thursday the
24th uit., to make known their wrongs to the
world at large, and to hurl defiance in the teeth
of their enemies. These exhibitions of impotent
malice will we think do good; as they must have
the effect of convincing all good citizens of their
duty to discountenance in Canada the formation
of a party which sets itself above the State, and
which openly defies the supremacy of the law.

The Chair was taken by Mr. JI. Cameron who
was received with vociferous cheers. He ad-
dressed the meeting at considerable length;
dwelling much on the loyalty of Orangemen to
“crown and altar”—though what he meant by the
latier phrase we are at a loss to discover ; and
delivering himself of an inordinate quantity of
fustian about the & Protestant Fauh.”

Mr., Nassau C. Gowan came next, who
boasted that © he had gone from the Alpha to
the Omega of the Orange Society” and therefore
ought to know something about it. Ee pointed
out as a fact * patent to every one” that the
present % Gosernment  of  this Province was
partly due to the Order—a fact certainly not
very creditable to the members of that Govern-
ment; and indignantly asked “how long a few
antocrats should be allowed to put their heels
upon their loyal heads”? OF the sentiments of his
Order, to which our present government owes
its existence, and which inreturn it so extensively
patronises, the following extracts from Orange
(owan’s harangue will convey some notion.—
Speaking of the Catholic Church he observed :—

“\Why the Roman Catholic Church jlself was an
jmmense treagon against the whole character and
conduct of constitutionnl Government. (Cheers.)—
1t wa3g quite natural that men engaged in such a Goy
Fawkes plot as that Chiurch was, to imitate the act
of the runaway robber, crying ¢ stop thief,” and shout
out *treasop, ireason.! It was quite natural to ex-
peet this, and it was what they received”

Of the loyalty of Orangemen, and their re-
spect for the authority of law, the « Alpha and
Omega” of Orangeism gave, in the course of
his speech, the following admirable illustrations :

 The crime of preseribing Orangemen from even
petty police oflices, was equalled oaly by the hypo-
crisy of the excuses set up in its defence. N
When these efforts were made then to destroy them,
would not the query arise ‘when does obedience
censs to be a virtue, and become a crime? That
such conduct would bring that query to the minds of
every member of the Order was evident. The
time had come when the Orangemen, not only of this
country, but of the whole British empire, must stand
shoulder to shoulder, in the defence of their rights,
. . Canada would not permit a boly of men, more
than 100,000 strong, to be deprived of their privi-
leges”~(i.c, the right of shooting down Papists,
and tho privilege of eseaping the gallows, as the rei
ward due to their crimes; through the connivance of
Orange magistrates, and the perjury of Orange jury-
men.) ‘He could hore announce as correct, being
QGrand Secretary, that there were upwards of 1 ,000
Lodges in this Provicce, with an avorage of 100

members—. . . sndif éven’ the'worst came’ to:
the worst the Orangemen would romember ¢ No Sar-
render.’ . That he felt assured they would do, bravely,
snd if necessary to the very death, rather than be
robbed of the privileges and immunities to which
they were entiiled.” . ’

What % émmunities” they are, that Orange-
ism claims, the slaughtered corpses of hundreds
and thousands of the unhappy Catholics of Ire-
lane, and the blackened ruins of Catholic cha-
pels, burnt by the hands of Orange wcendiaries,
do ‘but too plainly teil; but why should they be
allowed to claim those ¢ Zmmunities” in Cana-
da? Can not these gentry see, that as Orange-
men, that in their capacity of members of a © se-
cret” society, unknown to the State, they can
have 7o rights, o privileges, no « immunities”
whatsoever ! By contracting secret, and extra
legal obligations, binding themselves by oath to
the performance of those unknown duties, they
farfert, and justly forfeit, many even of those po-
litical privileges to which citizens not so bound,
are legally entitled. They are selting up an
« imperium in tmperio® they boast that they
number 100,000 ; they more than hint their de-
termination to appeal to the sword as umpire be-
{wixt them and the legal authorities ; they taunt
the Government with being the creature of their
Order § and they have the insoleace to expect
that to them, the sworn enemies of Catholics,
shall be entrusted a portion of the administration
of the laws, as betwixt themselves, and the ob-
jects of their undying batred, and relentless per-
secution ! And they claim this as a right for-
sooth! as a prvilege, as an “immunity,” to
which, as Orangemen, numbering 100,000 in
their ranks, they are entitled! They claiin that
for them the hands of the Avenger of Blood shall
be manacled, and that the Papists of Canada be
given over to them for a prey ! This, divested
of the verbiage in which the speakers at the
Orange gathering indulged themselves, is the
plain English of their clamor for © 72 ghts, previ-
leges” and © imanunilies.”

The question then as to Orangeism simply re-
solves into this. 1s Canada henceforward to be
governed hy the Orangemen, or by the legal and
constitutional authorities? Thisis a grave ques-
tion ; one in which every honest citizen is inter-
ested ; and it were well therefore that it should
be speedily settled. 1t is for Catholics to answer
it ; it is for them to say whether they will sub-
mit to the foul yoke beneath which the people of
Ireland have long groaned ; whether a band of
secret conspirators, composed in great part of
knavish tradesmen, rowdy ruffians, and the very
dregs of society, are to control the destinies of
their fair land ; to taint with their foul breath our
free atmosphere ; and 1o blight the future of Ca-
nada, as they have blighted the past of Ireland.
If, as we suppose they are, Catholics are pre-
pared to answer in the negative—then <hould
they also be prepared to enforce upon .vir ve-
presentatives and their rulers, the dui: of dis-
countenancing all  secret politico-relig,. s+ s0-
cieties, as the curse of every country wher: tiey
have obtained a fooling.

EvancericaL MoraLiTy.—That Protestants
bave furnished many noble examples of the natu-
ral virtues, and of a faithful obedience to the na-~
tural Jaw, no honest man will deny ; but amongst
a section of the Protestant world—that which
arrogates to 1iself the title of evangelical—the
opinion seems to be prevalent, that, as against
Catholics, Protestants are not bound by the or-
dioary laws of morality ; that m virtue of their
peculiar sanctity, they are absolved from the ob-
ligations of trutli and justice; and have ¢ frce-
dom” to lie, to calumniate, and to bear any
amount of false witness. This, we say, seems to
be the prevalent faith or opinion of the «evan-
gelical” world ; and it certainly 1s its constant
practice. In this instance at all events, “ evan-
gelicals® draw no line of demarcation betwixt
their faith and their works.

All Catholics for instance, amongst Protest-
aots most of the * unregenerate,” and amongst
Non-Christians, all gentlemen, believe and act
upon the principle that—as ne one is bound to
malke a public statement to the prejudice of an-
other—so every one having made it, and the
truth of the statement having been impugned by
the aggrieved party, its author or propagator is
bound, whea called upon, either to make it good,
or publicly fo retract it. This rule is so per-
fectly in accord with the precepts of the natural
law which Protestants, as well as Catholics, re-
cognise as of constant and universal obligation ;
its justice is so self-evident that we do not pro-
pose to attempt its vindication. Our object ra-
ther, is to show how it is habitually violated, to
the prejudice of Catholics ; and how its infraction
is systematically defended by the ortbodox pro-
fessors of the ¢ evangelical” faith. For this
purpose we will cite two instances: one from the
Toronto Colonist, (he other as we find it report-
ed in the Montreal Witness.

From the Colonist we confess that we expect-
ed better things; and though opposed to him on
almost all politico-religious guestions, we have
always been accustomed to look npon him as
upon an honest and straightforward opponent ; as
upon one who would scorn to take an unfair ad-
vantage, or to nisrepresent the acts, of his poli-

tical adversaries. We regret that his contro-

versy ‘with-the True ‘WrTREss apon a simple
question of fact—as to whether Mr, M‘Gee, as
stated publicly in the columns of the Colonist,
has, or has not been aiding in the formation of
“ secret” societies in Canada—has greatly shaken
our former opinion in the good faith, and gentle-
maaly feelings of our Toronto cotemporary.

"T'hat journal, we say, having made a most po-
sitive and damaging accusation against Mr, M-
Gee, and the truth of that accusation having been
denied by the aggrieved party—was in honor
baund to do one of two things ; either to make
good bis accusation, by giving to the world the
authority on which he had made 1t; or failing
tlus, to acknowledge his error, and to retract.—
To the Christian, to the gentleman, there could
be no other mode of procedure open; and we
naturally expected therefore, that, in reply to
Mr. M‘Gee’s letter denying the charges made
against him in the Coloridst, the latter would at
once have boldly stated his authority for accusing
Mr. M‘Gee of aiding and encouraging the for-
mation of ¢ secret” societies in this country.—
Instead of this however, in the Colonist of the
7th inst., we find the following paragraph; in
which we areat a loss to know whether the
writer’s contempt for the known laws of honor
and morality, or Ius ignorance of those laws, is
the more remnarkable :—

¢ The True Witness thinks we ought to retract our
charge against Mr. M'Gee, unless we can prove it
thoroughly”—{and so are we bound, does every honest
mau, whether Catholic or Protestant.] “The ooly
thing we have said that can be retracted is, that the
existence of such societies and Mr. M‘Gee's connexion
with them was known beyond deninl, Their existence
the True Witness proves abundantly. Asfor Mr.
M:Gee's conoexion with them, we only knew it on
the information and assurance of others; but these
others are thoroughly reliable, honorable men, inter-
ested like the True Wilness, in coneesling rather
than publishing an unwelcoms truth.”

Well then,Mr. Colonist, your course, if you ex-
pect to be considered or treated by your cotem-
poraries as an bonest man, is clear before you.
Publish the names of the « thoroughly reliable
honorable men’ upon whose ¢ information and
assurance” you made a charge serously affecting
Mr. M¢Gee’s lonor amd Christian cliaracter ;
and one which, could it be thoroughly proved,
would for ever ruin him amengst the respectable
portion of his fellow-countrymen and coreligion-
1sts.  But perhaps you will say that you are nat
at liberty to give up the names of your inform-
ants ; that they are cowards, and dare not meet
in the broad light of day, him whom they fear
not to malign and stab in the dark. But then
neither were you at liberty, according to the
laws both of honor and of Christian morality—to
publish their statements to the world. You had
no right te bring a charge against a fellow-citi-
zen upon such an authority ; and uatil you give
up the names of your informants you, and you
only, are both legally and morally responsible for
the truth of the accusations made in your columns
against Mr. M‘Gee. If the laws laid down for
its own guidance by the Colonist were generally
to obtain amongst journalists, no man’s henor or
reputation would be safe ; and therefore 1s it that
every editor—being a gentleman—before making
a charge injurious to an individual, or calculated
to blast the reputation of another—insists upon
liberty to publish the name of bhis informant, if
the charge be denied, or if called upon by the
aggrieved party so to do. If the mformant re-
fuses this liberty, the gentleman will treat him as
an anonymous and cowardly slanderer; and the
law, which is founded upon reason, would rightly
punish as the author of the slander or defamatory
statements, the stupid or unprincipled newspaper
editor who should act otherwise—that is who
sheuld act as the editor of the Toronto Colonist
has acted in the case of Mr. M‘Gee.

The “reliable and honorable men,” upon
whose authority the Colonist brought forward
specific charges agamst Mr. McGee; and who
i that they are so anxious to conceal their
names, are certainly cowards, and in all probabi-
lity liars and slanderers—({or why do they not
speak out boldly in their own names and in the
face of day)—may be “ interested in concealing
rather than publishing an unwelcome truth
but we can assure the Colonist that the only
“interest” that the True WiTNEss has in the
matter of * secret’ societies is, that the. truth,
the whole truth, and notbing but the truth, should
be published concerning them. We detest, be-
cause Catholics, all “ sccret” socielies, without
exception ; and are prepared to hold up any man,
whether Catholic or Protestant, whether in office,
or out of office, Lo the execration of his fellow-
countrymen and co-religionists, who shall have
been proved to be guilty of directly or indirectly
aiding or abetting in the formation of such socie--
ties. This we are prepared to do j but we can-
not allow to pass uncensured the vile artifices by
means of which, and on the strength of informa-
tion received from some sneaking skulking inform-
ants, the Colonist seeks to blast the reputation
of a political opponent, Again then we call upon
the Toronto Colonist to prove his charges against
Mr, McGee; to publish the names of those
¢ thoroughly reliable men,” upon whose author-
ity be made those charges; or else to retract
them, and contess his wrong-doing. Sure are we
that there is no honorable man i Canada, whether
Catholic or Protestant, who will venture to deny
our right so to call upon the offending journalist.

We ‘will’ now pass to another late instance of
“ Evangelical Morality.” - :

The culprit in this mstance is a hardened and
abandoned offender ; one 1n whom we do not ex-
pect to find the sentiments of either a Christian
ora gentleman; in a word—he is an ¢ evangeli-
cal” Judge m New Brunswick, rejoicing in the
name of Wilmot, and of whose proceedings we
glean the following details from our evangelical
cotemporary, the Montreal Witness.

This Judge Wilmot, a Methodist it appears,
taking part in an anti-Cathelic or ¢ Swaddling”
meeting lately held in St. Johns, regaled his au-
dience with a bighly spiced story about the Priest
of Miramichi; and how the said Romish priest
had cruelly beaten a joung man for reading the
Scriptures. This story the Hon. Judge related
upon the authonty, as he pretended, of the young
mon himself, who bad become a convert to the
Holy Protesting or Denying Faith. ,

Upon this, the Rev. Mr. Igan, of Miramichi,
the Priest alluded to, justly offended at the man-
ner in which be had beew attacked in public, pub-
licly denied the charge, and called upon his
calummator for proof. Of course, as with the
Toronta Colonist, no proof was forthcoming.—
The hovorable slanderer contenting himself with
reiterating his slanders upon the very next occa-
sion that presented itself 5 still sheltering himsell
behind the back of the young convert; but de-
clining to enter into any examination of the alleg-
ed details. In the words of the Montreal W7t-
ness, ¢ The Judge”—whe publicly repeated, and
assisted n giving circulation te, a very serious
charge against a Romish Priest—* very proper-
Iy declined a controversy, feeling that he was un-
der no obligation to prove Power’s’—the pre-
tended convert’s— statements, which might, or
might not be trae,”— Wetness, 12th wst.

‘We call attention to this singular illustration of
evangelical morality. A person in a high official
situation hears a story strongly prejudicial to the
character of his neighhor—vhich story he recog-
nises ¢ may, or may not be, rue.”  And this
calumnious story which for any thing he knows
to the contrary may be a malicious lie, be feels
himself at liberty to publish aund circulate ; but
does not feel lunself obliged either to substan-
tiate, or to retract, when called upon so to do by
the aggrieved party. This may be the moral
code that obtains amongst Methodists ; and it is
lauded as ¢ kighly proper” by the Montreal
Witness; but amongst gentlemen, whether Ca-
tholics or Protestants, and indeed amongst all
honest persons not being regenerate or ¢ evange-
lical,” the retailer of a slander—* which may,
or may not be true”—that is an accusation of
whose truth he who retails it is nol firmly con-
vinced by strong proof—is to all intents and pur-
poses as bad as, if not worse than, the origmal
author of the lie ; upon the universally admitted
principle ¢ that the receiver is as bad as the
thief.” According to the Montreal Wetness,
however, the Judge who publicly repeated a seri-
ous charge against a priest, of the truth of which
he was not convinced—was only ¢ contending for
truth and righteousness !”— Watness, 12th in-
stant.

The Witness also cites the action of the
Judge as illustrative of ¢ that freedom of speech
which Protestantism delights to uphold.” Tn
this there is some truth; for the * freedom of
speech” for which ¢ evangelical® Protestants
contend, and which they ¢ delight to uphold,” is
freedom from the restraints imposed by the na-
tural law, as well as by positive or revealed law,
upon the tongue of the liar and slanderer ; ¢ free-
dom” from the obligation to speak the truth in
charity ; ¢ freedom” from the restraints of honor,
honesty and Christianity. The liberty they con-
tend for, is liberty to assail the character of their
Romish neighbors with impunity ; and license to
invemt and circulate any amount of slander
against Popish priests, without being under any
obligation either to substantiate their charges by
proof, when called upon to do so—or else to re-
tract them.

AN ExrraNaTioNn.—If by absence of « cor-
dial Irishasm”—swith which the Toronto Fee-
man reproaches the TRue WrITNESS—our co-
temporary would imply that we are indifferent to
aught that concerns the material or spiritual wel-
fare of the Irish emigrant and Ins descendants
upon this Contment, lie 15 certainly in error, and
unjust towards us ; but if he means only that the
True WirnEess isa Catholic, rather than an Irish,
Journal ; that it 1s religious, rather than nattonal,
his complaint is well founded. It is our ambition
to be Catholic, without distinction of race or
origin 3 for it is our firm belief that the interests
of the Church demand that all her children, whe-
ther Fremch or Irish, by descent, whether
Scotch or English, should be closely united in
the bands of brotherly love.

And when we say “ wnited,” we mean of
course a * union,” not a « fusion” of the dil-
ferent nationalities. The very term ¢ anion”
implies that, in so far as it interferes not with that
love which all Catholics should bear towards one
another, each section of our community should
preserve for itself, and respect wn others, its, and
their several distinctive nationulities. God forbid,
that ever tbe day shall dawn in Capada when

the sons of Old France shall forget their mother
torgue, the songs and traditions of the old father-
land, or cease to take pride in their national
origin.  God forbid too, that; the sons of Irish-
men should ever so far degenerate from their no-
ble ancestors, as to be indifferent to the land
where their forefathers sleep in peace, and where
so many of those forefathers bave suffered mar-
tyrdom for the faith once delivered to them by
St, Patrick; or that they should cease to hail
with joy, and with holy pride, the anniversary of
Ireland’s Patron Saint. All these holy memo-
ries would we cherish, both for French and Irish;
but we would still exhort both to remember that
they have a common mother, who bas the first
claims on their affections ; to remember that they
are alike children of one Catholic and Apostolic
Church; and remembering this, to lay aside all
sectional jealousies, to discard all occasions of
strife, and to live together as it beboveth the
children of one mother to live. Be Irishinen,
be Scotchmen, be French Canadians, or what
you wiil ; but do not forget that you are, above
all, Catholics ; that the Church is your mother
ber friends your friends; and her enemies, al-
ways and everywhere, your enemies.

Believing in the necessity then of union be-
twixt Catbolics of all races, and always respect-
ing and honoring the national feelings both of
French and Insh, we cannot recognise that cither
has in this conniry any peculiar interests in which
the other does not share. 'We do not believe
that, abstraction wade of the religious element,
there is any Irish interest as distinct from the
interests of ¥rench Catholics, or Scoteh Catlho~
lics, or of any other class of the Catholic com-
munity 5 aod we think that he who would seek
to wsolate the Irish in Canada from the rest of
their co-religionists by persuading them that there
was a distinctive Irish policy, or Irish interest,
which it behoved them to pursue, would be doing
but poor service either to French or Irish. In
this sense only have we exposed ourselves to the
reproach of being deficient in a “ cordial Irish-
isme.”

But remembering what Treland has done for
the faith, and—:f we may be pardoned the egot-
ism—remermbering that 1t1s to the missionary la-
bors of that land that the convert from Protes-
tantism to Catholicity owes, under God, Ins birth
from darkoess unte light ; remembering that Ire-
land has been, in the hands of God, the means by
which, during the long dreary night of apostacy,
the torch of the faith has been kept ever burning in
the British Isles—cold we say and ungrateful
should we be, did not our bearts yearn towards
Ireland, and the children of Trish mothers. "They
may have their faults even as other men have;
and Trishmen would be the first {0 laugh in his
face who should attempt to blarney them by de-
nyiog it ; but thewr virtues, their unwavering fi-
delity to the Catholic cause even in the worst of
times, their gencrous enthusiasm for their re-
ligion, and their noble self-imposed sacrifices for
every good work, must endear them to every true
Catholic, no matter of what origin ; but especial-
ly to him who having been brought up an alien
from his mother’s house, owes to those virtues,
to that fidelity, to that enthusiasm and to those
sacrifices, the happiness of being their fellow wor-
shipper in the One Holy Catholic Church. And
it is precisely because we do take 2 lively in-
terest in the honer and happiness of the Irish in
Canada, that we will not consent to hold them up
as an “alien” race in this country ; having an in-
terest and a policy difierent from, er opposed to,
the interests and the policy of the other races of
whom its Catholic popula tion is composed.

We regret—deeply regret—that there should
be any, the slightest appearance even, of coldness
betwixt the Canadian Freeman and the Truz

WirNess ; and it shall not be our fault if that
misunderstanding continues. "We declare, there-
fore, once for all, that our ambition is to make
the True Wirness a Catholic journal ; advo-
cating Catbolic interests, or interests common to
all Catholies, without diserimination of national
origin ; and wishing our T'oronto cotemporary a
long and prosperous career in the advocacy of
the same cause, we would beg hin to lay aside
all doubts as to our warmest sympathies with his
generous efforts to ameliorate the social and po-
litical condition of his fellow-countrymen in Up-
per Canada. Butif there must be a jealousy, a
rivalry betwixt us, let it {or the future be, as to
who shall approve himself the more zealous in
good works, and the more faithful to the teach-
ings of the Church. Tlus is the only contest in
which we will ever consent to engage with our
respected cotemporary ; whose future we hope
may De as serviceable to the cause of Catholicity
in Upper Canada, as lus past has been creditable
to himself.

" When en unfortunate Protestan t lapses into Oa-
tholicity, he is recoived with open arms, and the
word ¢ apostate’ is never mentioned ; but when a Ro-
men Catholic chauges lis faith, nothing i3 too bad
for him, and no name too agly, for him to be called,
They caw't seo that if the one be an fapostate, the
other is so also'—Brilish Whig.

- Not so, good Wiig; your reasoning is defec~
tive, from your ignorance of, or inattention to,
the meaning of the words ¢ apostate’ and ¢ apos-
tacy.” An “ apostate” is one who is guilty of
“ apostacy ;” and ¢ apostacy” is defined as the
renunciation of one’s faith or religion, but does
not necessanily imply the belief 1, or profession
of a positive faith, or the adoption of some form
of positive religion. Thus the Christian, who



